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25th October 2019 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award 2019-2021 
 
As you will be aware, your child has indicated that they wish to participate in the Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh Award Scheme. The DofE scheme is a non-competitive scheme that will give your 
daughter/son skills, confidence and a view on life that everyone is looking for, from employers to 
colleges and universities.  Your daughter/son may be doing many of these activities already and the 
DofE is a way of getting recognition for these.  Also it will help them to make a difference to other 
people’s lives and your community, be fitter and healthier, make new friends and have memories to 
last a lifetime.  It is obviously a great thing to add on UCAS personal statements and job application 
forms. 
 
The Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award has five sections:  Skills, Physical, Volunteering, Expedition and 
Residential. For further details visit the school DofE website http://www.dofe.org/.  In order to gain 
the award, participants must complete all relevant sections. Each section needs to be completed 
voluntarily and broadly speaking should take place outside the formal school day. Each activity must 
be assessed by a suitably qualified adult to ensure that the relevant criteria are met. Generally we find 
that the students have some good ideas for the first three sections, and can complete those over the 
6/12/18 months that they require.  Please note that the volunteering section should not take less than 
12 months to complete. 
 
Part of the challenge is the need to show a significant degree of initiative, and therefore the expedition 
part is the only part the school will organise. We will use the approved activity provider ‘’Wilderness 
Expertise’ to ensure the students are properly trained and assessed for this section. The other parts 
must be arranged by the student, although advice will be offered and there is a considerable degree 
of choice about which activities to pursue. 
 
The expedition section consists of four parts: one day training in school, two days training hill walking, 
a practice expedition and an assessed expedition. The plan is that a training day will take place in 
January 2020, the two days training in the Peak District and the Practice Expedition March 2020 and 
Qualifying Expedition in June/July 2020. As preparation for these expeditions, some additional training 
sessions will take place either on Friday afternoon after school or on Saturday morning. It is important 
that the students attend all training sessions to be fully prepared for the challenges of this expedition.  
 
At gold level, participants must do an additional fifth residential section, which involves staying and 
working away from home doing a shared activity. In this section, the students are required to stay 
away for a minimum of 5 days with people they don’t know. During this stay, they can either volunteer 
to help a charity or learn a skill such as learning how to cook, get better at a sport.  Examples: 
cookability course/volunteering for the National Trust/Camp America/Cathedral Camp/Jamboree. 
 
 



We anticipate the cost to be £460. The increase in price from the bronze award is due to the fact that 
the expedition part of the award is longer but if you have any queries regarding the cost of the award, 
please contact me.  After the initial deposit we will be able to advise you of the balance which can be 
paid in six instalments throughout the two years it will take the students to complete the award. We 
can, in some instances, take special circumstances into consideration if we know about them at the 
time of application. 

 
This cost of the DofE Gold Award will cover: 
The training (days and any additional training sessions) 
Support and guidance during the two expeditions 
Insurance  
Assessor fees 
Gold enrolment ‘Welcome pack’ DofE with an information booklet and a 15% discount card at 
Cotswold outdoor stores 
Transport to where the Practice Expedition and the Qualifying Expedition will take place 
Cost of Campsites during the expeditions 
 
Should you wish your child to participate in this scheme, please pay an initial deposit of £70 via 
WisePay by Monday 25th November 2019 and complete and return the reply slip to the Bursar’s 
Office. If you need a reminder of your password please contact the Bursar’s office. Should you be 
unable to use WisePay, please send payment to the Bursar’s office by cash or cheque (made payable 
to Stanborough School) in a sealed envelope, clearly marked with the student’s name, form, amount 
enclosed and the trip name.  Please note that this payment will be non-refundable once we have paid 
the relevant organisations. Any student who is subject to serious disciplinary action between now and 
the expedition is at risk of forfeiting their place on the scheme without refund.   
 
In the meantime, if you require more information about the scheme, you can visit ‘Stanborough DofE 
website’ which can be accessed on the home page of the school website by clicking on the DofE logo. 
All letters and presentations will be on this website, and all the details of the different DofE awards.  
  
Please remember that although we will give all the assistance and opportunities needed to complete 
the scheme, gaining the DofE Gold Award depends ultimately on the commitment of your 
son/daughter. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Miss M Bowen 
Duke of Edinburgh Award Co-ordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



..................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
Duke of Edinburgh – Gold Award 2019-21.  Please complete and return to the Bursar’s Office and make 
your £70  
Deposit payment via WisePay no later than Monday 25th November 2019. 
  
 

Student’s Name …………………………………………………………………………………………………… Tutor Group …………… 
 

I agree to my child taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award scheme.  I understand that this 
award can only be gained if my child shows persistence and reliability and that the school will not be 
able to help those who do not demonstrate such attributes. 
 
I also understand that payments may be non-refundable due to the reasons stated in the letter.   
 
Please tick the relevant option below; 
 
I have paid £70.00 via WisePay   or    I enclose a £70.00 in Cash or Cheque (payable to 
Stanborough School). 
 
 

Signed (Parent/Carer) ………………………………………………………………………………..…  Date ……………………….  

 

 

 

 

  


