
Year 7 Literacy and Numeracy Catch Up 
Funding 2019-20 

 
 
 
The catch-up funding is given to schools for students who 
enter Year 7 with low attainment in numeracy and / or 
literacy. In 2019-20 we received £11,848. The funding 
supports a range of targeted systems to help students 

make progress and ‘catch up’ with their peers during the year.  
 
The following strategies were used to support students with low attainment in 
literacy and numeracy: 

 Year 7 students are grouped according to ability in maths, with lower 
sets having fewer students which means a greater staff to student ratio. 
The curriculum is therefore adapted to help these students make 
progress and ‘catch up’ with their peers. These groups are also 
supported by at least one TA to ensure all students are supported. 

 In English one lesson a fortnight was reserved for encouraging reading 
and nurturing a love of reading with books provided for students to read 
and take home. Those with weak reading read to an adult on a rotation 
to support their reading confidence.  

 Targeted students in Year 7 receive numeracy support using the Ninja 
programme which covers skills such as number bonds, multiples, clock 
faces and fractions.  

 Targeted Year 7 students received literacy support from HLTAs during 
tutor time including the online Spellzone program.  

 A small number of students have nurture provision in which they do 
literacy and numeracy activities linked to the real world to help develop 
confidence in these skills. Our primary trained teacher worked with these 
students to support their basic literacy and numeracy and help build their 
confidence.  

 Targeted students took part in our ‘Reader Leader’ program where Y10 
students were trained and paired with Year 7 students who came to 
secondary with below average reading scores. The students read to their 
partner and discussed the books. This helped develop their confidence 
in reading.  

 We developed a whole school ethos of reading focusing on reading in 
tutor time and once a half term in DEAR time to encourage students to 
read.  

 Our primary trained teacher and deputy SENDCo took part in a reading 
acceleration training program run by Herts County which trained them in 
targeting small groups of students and using evidence based 
approaches and testing to track the progress of targeted students. This 
was used on the Year 7 students in The Nest.  
 

This year we also aim to bring in the accelerated reader program for all Year 7 
students to support and track reading. In addition, our primary trained teacher 
is doing small group work with some of our Year 7 students who have weak 
literacy and / or numeracy.  


