
 

 

                                                                                        Edition 5: 8th October 2021 

Message from the Headteacher – Mrs John                                                                                   
 

It was wonderful to welcome a number of Year 6 parents and students as we completed our first week of open 

morning talks and tours of the school. The feedback has been very positive and we hope this gave our visitors 

an insight into our school. Appointments can still be booked at openmornings@stanborough.herts.sch.uk for 

mornings from 11th up until 22nd October.  This week the school took part in Hello Yellow supporting young 

people’s mental health to recognise World Mental Health Day.  Yellow accessories were abundant and it was 

great to see so many students and staff take part.  Over the last week, our Heads of School team have launched 

the chosen charities for this year which are Care4Calais and Herts Young Homeless.  Their first organised event 

involves collecting coats for refugees, as winter approaches they will be desperately needed.  We have already 

received several bags so if you are clearing out your cupboards please remember to donate them for this cause, 

students can bring them to G14.  Linked to this there is a challenge for students called ‘how many coats can 

you wear?’ which encourages each form to try on as many coats as they can from their donations.  Also launched 

this week was the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award for our Year 10 students.  A letter and booking form has 

been emailed home to all our Year 10 parents/carers earlier this week.  If your child would like to take part in 

this successful scheme please ensure the form and registration is completed by 20th October.  Next week sees 

our first Drop Everything and Read, DEAR, session for this year.  Each half term the whole school stops what 

they are doing and reads for 15 minutes during their lesson.  Please ensure your child brings in a book with 

them for next Thursday.   

 

Headteacher’s Commendations 
H Paterson, (Yr. 7) for excellent sportsmanship in house football; 

F Lindsay, (Yr. 8) for excellent work ethic in science lessons and 

achieving so many positive points; 

F Macdonald and T Ahir (Yr.8) for writing beautiful speeches 

for open evening; 

A Hayden (Yr.8) for amazing leadership and citizenship in PE; 

S Daley, I Bauzon and A Ansell (Yr. 9) for an incredibly positive 

start to Year 9; 

J Farran, (Yr. 10) for a fantastic and positive start to Year 10; 

C Duffy, (Yr. 11) for outstanding progress in Spanish and an 

overall good attitude to learning; 

A Dunstan, L Ross, I Wilkins, H Paget, O Warner, B Ferry,  

A Ashley, D Stanculescu and C Fisher (Yr. 13) for supporting 

with the Year 10 Meet the Sixth. 

 

Quote of the week:  
 

 

“No one is useless in this world who lightens the burdens of another.” Charles Dickens 
 

 

Wish you a restful weekend. 

Mrs John 

 

mailto:openmornings@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Headteacher Commendations 

 
Congratulations to all of this week’s award winners! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Forthcoming Events 
11th – 15th October 

Week two 

 

11th – 22nd October Open Mornings, by appointment only 

13th October Post 16 Study Skills Day 

14th October 
DEAR time, Drop Everything and Read 

Please ensure your child brings in a book to read 

21st October House Dance Performances 

25th – 29th October Half Term 

 

Word of the Week 

W/c 11th October 2021 

Sporadic 

For example, 

Sporadic petrol shortages are making the summer holidays 

miserable for many travellers 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Food in the Canteen 

It’s lovely to see students make full use of our school canteen again. However, we have noticed that some 

students are buying multiple sweet treats each day (cookies / doughnuts etc). We are therefore going to start 

limiting students’ purchases to one sweet treat per day to prevent them consuming more than their daily 

recommended intake of sugar.  As parents/carers you are able to monitor what your child purchases from the 

canteen via Wisepay. 

History at Stanborough 
Mrs E Stamp,  Joint Subject Leader: History, writes: 

October is Black History month and the History department have been 

inspired by Miranda Kaufmann's new book "Black Tudors: The untold 

story," to challenge a previously held myth that everyone in Tudor England 

was white.   

Many people thought that the beginning of Africans’ presence in England 

was the slave trade and that exploitation and discrimination was 

their only experience in Britain.  We now know this wasn’t true.  Kaufmann 

shows that, by Tudor times, they were present at the royal courts of Henry 

VII, Henry VIII, Elizabeth I and James I, and in the households of Sir Walter Raleigh 

and William Cecil.   

As Year 8 are studying the Tudor period we will also be analysing Kaufmann’s 

uncovered stories of some of the Black Tudors who worked at all different levels of 

society in England. As an example we will look at Jacques Francis, the salvage diver.   

An expert swimmer and diver, he was hired to salvage guns from the wreck of the Mary 

Rose in 1546 after £2 million worth of weapons went down with the ship. Students may 

choose Diego, the circumnavigator as their key individual to research. Diego asked 

to be taken aboard Sir Francis Drake’s ship in Panama in 1572. Diego and Drake 

circumnavigated the globe in 1577, claiming California for the crown in 1579.  

So why has the existence of black Tudors been unknown, untold and untaught? 

“History isn’t a solid set of facts,” Kaufmann explains. “It’s very much about what 

questions you ask of the past. If you ask different questions, you get different answers. 

People weren’t asking questions about diversity. Now they are.”   

Let’s ask the right questions about our past! 

A black trumpeter in a detail of a 

tapestry commemorating the Field of 

Cloth of Gold, 1520. 

 



 

 

BAME Ambassador Group 
Mrs Vlijter, Assistant Headteacher, writes: 

Next week will see the BAME Ambassador group launch Stanborough Black 

History Month. All members of the school community will be encouraged to 

wear badges celebrating our rich cultural diversity in the context of our united 

school community. Please ask your children to talk to you about the BHM 

assembly, that members of the BAME Ambassador group have created, which 

they will watch next week. 

We attach a copy of the Black History Month magazine if you would like to read more: 

https://issuu.com/blackhistorymonth/docs/black_history_month_magazine_2021 

Student Profile 

House Ambassadors 

Ciaran Lemar North 
Hey, I’m Ciaran and I’m one of your two new leading House Ambassadors. I love music, 

sports, and any sort of film or show. I have been studying Music, Music technology, 

Psychology, and History, all while doing core PE at A-Level. I have been doing cadets for 

years as well, and I hope to go on and study either music, or psychology at university.  

 

 
Chloe Emerick 
Hi, I’m Chloe and I’m very proud to say that I’m the leading house ambassador for Ashridge, 

Brocket and Hatfield.  I’m an A Level student here at Stanborough, currently studying Art, 

Media and Psychology all of which I’m thoroughly enjoying.  I am a theme park enthusiast, 

I love art, watching movies and reading.  I am hoping to bring success to those three houses 

through events and by making all students feel confident and enthusiastic in participating in 

those events.  In the future, I hope to use my art skills within the film industry. 
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ADHD Awareness week  

allows us to pause and think about our child’s difficulties 

This is yet another invisible difficulty that can often go unnoticed in girls until they are much 

older.  Inattentive ADHD is often overlooked because ‘daydreaming’ or ‘laziness’ is thought to 

be the problem.  

It is relatively easy to spot a hyperactive child quite young but those with less obvious symptoms 

can end up feeling worthless, hopeless and sometimes experience trauma of never being good 

enough or never fitting in. 

Our young people with ADHD have lots of common difficulties but they are also creative, 

talented, exciting, interested, vivacious and problem solvers with really good memories.   

There is nothing that can hold you back when you understand your own strengths  

and difficulties!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Question of the Week 
Mr Modi, Curriculum Leader: Mathematics, writes: 

Choose one of the two Maths GCSE questions.  

SEND YOUR CORRECT ENTRY BY 13.10.21 TO EARN A GOLD AWARD 

Send your answers with workings by email to smodi@stanborough.herts.sch.uk  

or on a piece of paper to the Maths Office. 

 
 

Question 1 
 

Jamie’s motorbike uses petrol. 

Jamie needs to mix oil with the petrol.  

He mixes oil and petrol in the ratio 1 : 14 by volume. 

Jamie is going to ride his motorbike 3000 miles.  

Each 20 miles he rides uses 1 litre of the oil and petrol mixture. 

A 500 ml bottle of oil costs £3.99 

Work out the total cost of the bottles of oil Jamie needs to buy.  

(1 litre = 1000 ml) 

You must show all your working. 

 

Question 2 
 

 

The rectangular framework in the diagram above is made from 5 metal rods.  

The metal rods have a weight of 0.9 kg per metre. 

Work out the total weight of the framework.  

Give your answer, in kg, correct to 3 significant figures. 

 

Useful Links 

 

mailto:smodi@stanborough.herts.sch.uk
https://www.wisepay.co.uk/store/generic/template.asp?mID=16014&ACT=nav
https://www.classcharts.com/student/login/lang:eng?lang=en_us
https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/


 

 

FOSS AGM 

Zoom meeting, 7pm Wednesday 20th October 

 

Edna Richards, Chair, FOSS, writes: 

This is your opportunity to meet the FOSS team and find out more about what we’ve done last year and what 

we’re planning to do this year. 

The current office holders are now retiring so we really need volunteers to take over, else FOSS will be 

wound up, so your involvement is vital. 

To take part, email fosschair@gmail.com by 5pm on Monday 18th October and you will be sent an invitation 

to the Zoom meeting. 

Looking forward to seeing you then! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of this school year our fantastic three FOSS office holders 

(Chair: Edna, Secretary: Kirsty and Treasurer: Elaine)  

will be standing down after many years of amazing work 

 

We need new team members to the FOSS team.  By volunteering as a member of FOSS you will 

be offering vital support to Stanborough School as well as having the opportunity to enhance 

your skill set, make new friends whilst also putting back into the local community.  

We are therefore appealing to all parents whose children have at least two more years at 

Stanborough to consider volunteering for the FOSS committee or as event helpers. 
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WHY IS FOSS IMPORTANT? 

FOSS raises money to support the education of children at Stanborough via the funding of equipment that 

enhances our students’ experience at school.  Without FOSS’s help the school would not have received 

£5,800 worth of grants over the past four years for things as diverse as scanning pens for dyslexic students 

to use in exams, biology incubator and micropipettes, French & Spanish dictionaries and a new 3D printer 

to replace the one that FOSS also provided back in 2014 but that got worn out making face shields during 

lockdown! 

 

WHAT DOES BEING ON THE COMMITTEE INVOLVE? 

The committee meets once every term under normal circumstances.  The meetings are in the early evening 

and last no more than an hour and frequently less.  During the pandemic we have, obviously, met virtually 

and less frequently because we haven’t been active.  Whether we meet face to face at school or continue to 

meet virtually next year is unknown at present. 

The committee meetings follow an agenda and, apart from the usual meeting administration items, the core 

of the meeting consists of: 

 Reviewing our funds and deciding which, if any, of the pending requests for funding we are able to 

satisfy 

 Reviewing the list of up-coming events and discussing and agreeing arrangements for covering them 

Outside of the meetings themselves, there are role-specific responsibilities around running the accounts, 

submitting annual returns to the Charities Commission, submitting claims for Gift Aid to HMRC and the 

administration of meetings and minutes 

 

WHAT DO HELPERS DO AT FOSS EVENTS? 

The single biggest fundraiser is the quiz night.  For this, we run a bar and sell wine, beer, soft drinks and 

some snacks.  Helpers help set up the bar, serve customers, clear tables, wash glassware, and clear up 

afterwards. 

All other FOSS events consist of simple provision of hot & cold beverages and snacks at school shows and 

concerts.  At these events, we also offer second-hand blazers for sale. 

Each individual helper isn’t expected to be at every single FOSS event.  In fact, the more helpers FOSS has, 

the better as it spreads the load. 

 

WHAT HAPPENS IF NO-ONE STEPS FORWARD? 

If no-one volunteers then legally, FOSS must be wound up.  A charity cannot exist without trustees.   

All fundraising activity would cease. 

 

SO HOW DO YOU VOLUNTEER? 

Please contact FOSS via the usual email address, fosschair@gmail.com 
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Herts Young Mind Network – Spot the Signs 
Mrs E Daplyn, Assistant Headteacher, writes: 

On Friday 15th October at 10am - 12, Herts Mind Network will be 

delivering their first Spot the Signs – Youth Suicide Prevention 

Training for Parents, Carers and Family Members. The aim of this 

training is to help parents, carers and family members to recognise when 

their young people are experiencing suicidal thoughts and provide next 

steps support, along with practical advice, information and signposting.  

If you are a parent, carer or family member over 18 and living or working 

in Hertfordshire, please visit the following links for more information and to sign-up for your FREE space: 

https://www.hertsmindnetworkcyp.org/training-workshops/spot-the-signs-emotional-wellbeing/spot-the-

signs-youth-suicide-prevention-parents-carers-family-members/ 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spot-the-signs-youth-suicide-prevention-course-for-parents-families-

tickets-173551135117 

 

*Please note that this training session is not able to provide support those who have a child that continues 

to attempt suicide, or who have previously been bereaved by suicide. 

 

Welwyn Garden City Schools Partnership  

Coming up….. SEND Workshop, Beginning the Journey 

This workshop is for parents/carers of newly diagnosed and pre-diagnosed children, aged 4-16. 

 

To book on any of the workshops please use the link 

or QR code below to register:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.as

px?id=7dQcDe8MAkOFBbqT5pKWbJTJkhId_

TBIno7EQukG0v5UQzJZQk5CWEM4UDRJQ

TlUTTFKQjNQNlpWNC4u 

 

https://www.hertsmindnetworkcyp.org/training-workshops/spot-the-signs-emotional-wellbeing/spot-the-signs-youth-suicide-prevention-parents-carers-family-members/
https://www.hertsmindnetworkcyp.org/training-workshops/spot-the-signs-emotional-wellbeing/spot-the-signs-youth-suicide-prevention-parents-carers-family-members/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spot-the-signs-youth-suicide-prevention-course-for-parents-families-tickets-173551135117
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spot-the-signs-youth-suicide-prevention-course-for-parents-families-tickets-173551135117
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7dQcDe8MAkOFBbqT5pKWbJTJkhId_TBIno7EQukG0v5UQzJZQk5CWEM4UDRJQTlUTTFKQjNQNlpWNC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7dQcDe8MAkOFBbqT5pKWbJTJkhId_TBIno7EQukG0v5UQzJZQk5CWEM4UDRJQTlUTTFKQjNQNlpWNC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7dQcDe8MAkOFBbqT5pKWbJTJkhId_TBIno7EQukG0v5UQzJZQk5CWEM4UDRJQTlUTTFKQjNQNlpWNC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7dQcDe8MAkOFBbqT5pKWbJTJkhId_TBIno7EQukG0v5UQzJZQk5CWEM4UDRJQTlUTTFKQjNQNlpWNC4u


 

 

Emotional Wellbeing Workshop for Adolescents and Parents 

The Children's Wellbeing Practitioners from the Hertfordshire Public Health School Nursing service 

(5-19) will present workshops focused on supporting young people to manage their own emotional 

wellbeing and things parents can do to help. 

These workshops are via MS Teams 

Monday 25th October 2021, 12-2pm 

Please click here to book 

 

Wednesday 24th November 2021, 6-8pm 

Please click here to book 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/emotional-wellbeing-workshop-for-young-people-11-16-tickets-166659415799
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/emotional-wellbeing-workshop-for-young-people-11-16-tickets-166661229223

