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Forthcoming 
Events: 

 

 

2nd - 6th March  

Week one 

 

 

3rd - 12th March 

Year 11 Mocks 

 

3rd March 

FOSS Meeting, 6pm 

 

9th March 

Year 10 National 

Apprenticeship Show 

 

9th - 12th March 

Progress Update 2 Issued 

 

10th March 

Post 16 National 

Apprenticeship Show 

 

Welcome Prospective New 

Year 7 Evening, 6pm 

 

11th March 

Year 8 Parent Teacher 

Interviews, 4-7pm 

 

17th & 18th March 

Dance Production, The 

Sandpit Theatre, 6.45pm 

 

Please be aware that we 

have recently had several 

cases of students’ bicycles 

being taken from the front 

of the school.  Please 

ensure your child has a 

strong lock and that their 

bicycle is locked to the 

stand. 

              Edition 22: 28th February 2020 

 
Message from the Headteacher - Mrs John 

Welcome back to the second half of the spring 

term! This is an extremely important period for 

the Year 11 and 13 students as the final 

preparation for the GCSE and A Level 

examinations continue. With the significant 

increase in the reliance on terminal examinations, 

students are now required to revise and 

memorise more information than was previously 

expected. It has been very positive to see the students adopt various effective strategies 

to support them in their revision including using mind maps and flash cards. This has 

allowed students to review their learning more effectively. I would encourage all 

students to engage in these types of revision activities in Years 7 to 13 as rightly or 

wrongly, the memorising of information, facts and formulae has become an even more 

integral part in the national assessment systems. 

Headteacher’s commendations for this week are: 

Kara Chauhan, (Yr.7) for her 

inspirational English work; 

John O’Malley, (Yr.8) for making a 

great start to Stanborough School; 

Kacy Moss, (Yr.9) for her 

outstanding work in History and for 

being so resilient; 

Keziah Long, (Yr.10) for her 

outstanding leadership in Dance; 

Haseeb Choudhry and Nicolas 

Barnes, (Yr.11) for their fantastic 

ongoing support with the students at 

Lakeside School; 

Jonny Baynes, Emma Clark,  

Jay Puranik, Sophie Covill, Joe Hammond, Grace Flynn, Julia Zablocka 

(Yr. 12) for completing their training and starting the mentoring program 

mentoring younger students at Stanborough.  

Quote of the week: 

“ Follow three rules: Do the right thing, do the best you can, and always show people 

you care.” Lou Holtz. 

Hope you have a wonderful weekend. 

Mrs John 

http://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/
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Year 7 Attendance: 

96.4% 

Year 8 Attendance: 

95.9% 

Year 9 Attendance: 

94.5% 

Year 10 Attendance: 

96.2% 

Year 11 Attendance: 

95.7% 

Stanborough Attendance: 

95.7% 

Attendance Matters……. 

  

Parents often say that they have a hard time getting their kids to bed in the evening and ready for school in the 

morning. How many of you have seen your child dissolve into a blubbering mass of hysteria at the mere hint of 

bedtime? That’s largely because kids don’t have the same sense of time that adults do. They base their world on 

events and experiences rather than hours and minutes. School attendance is critical to their successful education. 

Consider creating consistent routines for both mornings and evenings. Children thrive when they understand 

expectations. And as parents, it’s important that you set those expectations clearly. 
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Duke of Edinburgh Training Preparation 
 

Miss M Bowen, Duke of Edinburgh Co-ordinator, writes: 

 

There will be a practice session on Monday 9th March 3pm-4.30pm in preparation for all 

the upcoming training for all our Year 10 Students. 

During this session we will be going through all the equipment and how to use it ready for 

when students complete the day’s training in the upcoming months and weeks. This will 

support the students and give them confidence for their expedition. 

This training will go towards their award so it would be in their benefit if they could attend this session.  

Please can all students meet me at K1 at 3pm, they do not need to bring anything. 

Any issues or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at mbowen@stanborough.herts.sch.uk 
 

 

Staff Notices  

 

Farewell 
 

At the end of last term we said farewell to Miss S Loane, Year 7 Tutor and Teacher of English, Drama and Media 

and Miss J Priessnitz, Year 7 Tutor and Teacher of English and History.  We wish them all the best and thank 

them on behalf of your children for their work and support whilst at Stanborough. 

 

Welcome 
 

We are pleased to welcome Mr S Williams, Teacher of English and History; Mr R Lewis, Teacher of English and 

Drama and Miss S Eaton, Teacher of PE.  We hope they will enjoy working at the school and with your children. 

 

Congratulations 
 

Congratulations to Miss Bowen and Mr Harris on the safe arrival of their baby girl, Poppy, on 17th February. 

We wish them all the very best! 

 

Year 8 Parent Teacher Interviews 

Wednesday 11th March 2020, 4-7pm 

 

The booking system is now open for all Year 8 parents/carers to make appointments to see their child’s subject 

teachers.  All information is in the letter emailed out earlier this week.   

 

If you have any queries or would like appointments made for you please contact pti@stanborough.herts.sch.uk 
 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

mailto:mbowen@stanborough.herts.sch.uk
mailto:pti@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


Mock Interview Opportunity for Year 11 

 

Annabel Dunstan, Year 11, writes: 

On 11th February, 14 members of staff from PayPoint visited Stanborough School to interview Year 11 students. 

Every student in Year 11 was given an allotted time to speak one-to-one with an employer about everything 

from our post-16 pathway choice to our future career plans. We had all completed our CVs for this session, so 

were able to gain some valuable feedback about the things we had included, as well as some insightful advice on 

how we might tailor the information for future real interviews. 

 

Overall, this was a great chance to get talking to an adult stranger, in a controlled, interview-style environment, 

about career choices. I am sure that many of us are now more closely aware of our own positive attributes and 

skills that can be applied to the world of work.  For many, this experience will also have reduced the inevitable 

fear of going for a formal interview! We are very thankful to PayPoint for giving us this opportunity. 
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Extreme Weather 

In the unlikely event of heavy snow, please see the school website to check whether the school is open. We will 

also post a notice on Twitter and Facebook. We will, however, always endeavour to keep the school open. If 

circumstances are sufficiently extreme to require the school to be closed for safety reasons, either on school 

premises or on travel routes, we will aim to make this decision by 6.30am and will communicate this with you 

as soon as possible. 
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FOSS News 

Edna Richards, FOSS Chair, writes: 

 

Grants to Stanborough School 
At the AGM in October FOSS were able to agree immediate funding for: 

£349.56 for 30 copies of “Prisoners of Geography: Our World Explained in Ten Simple Maps” 

£65.94 for a weighted blanket and a lightweight blanket for Compass 

£562 for an incubator for biological samples 

At January’s FOSS committee meeting we additionally approved £499.15 for micro pipettes for Biology GCSE and A-Level 

students. Thank you for all your support at FOSS events and in the form of regular donations that have made these grants 

possible.  More requests for funding will be considered during the rest of the year as funds become available. 

 

 

Help Needed! 

The FOSS committee has been largely unchanged for the past three or four years and most of committee members’ 

children are now in their last or last-but-one year.  This means that FOSS desperately needs new committee members to 

take over.  If you have experience of primary school PTA work, rest assured FOSS involvement is nowhere near as 

demanding.  Please consider volunteering – we have a number of events (PTIs, the school show and the Year 7 disco) 

during this term, to which you would be most welcome.  Please email fosschair@gmail.com or come to see us at the 

FOSS refreshments stall. 

 

 

Blazers 
Just a reminder that we have a stock of second-hand blazers.  These are sold at PTIs for £8, but if you have an 

emergency requirement, please email us and we’ll do our best to help between times. 

We urge anyone who has finished with their blazers to donate them.  We can resell clean, tidy blazers without 

permanent stains.  You can bring them into the school office any time or to the FOSS refreshments stall at any event we 

are covering. 

 

 

EasyFundraising and Amazon Smile 
Don’t forget you can contribute to FOSS via EasyFundraising and Amazon Smile.  These are really easy, no-cost ways 

for you to raise funds for the school while you shop online.  Go to easyfundraising.org.uk, 

create an account if you don’t already have one, and adopt Friends of Stanborough School as 

your chosen cause.  Then download the browser plug-in, which will pop up whenever you visit 

a participating vendor site.  All you have to do is click the Activate Donation button and a 

percentage of your purchase price comes to FOSS at no cost to you.  Do note, though, if you 

decide to switch to a different browser you need to download the easyfundraising plug-in again 

– it doesn’t carry over from browser to browser. 

 

For Amazon Smile, change your Amazon bookmark to smile.amazon.co.uk.  Adopt Friends of Stanborough School as your 

chosen cause and Amazon does the rest! 

 

 

Regular Donations 
Some parents/carers choose to make a regular donation to FOSS, for which we are most grateful.  If you too would like 

to set up a regular donation however large or small, please email fosschair@gmail.com and we will send you a standing 

order bank mandate for you to complete and send to your bank (or set up online) and a Gift Aid form that will allow us 

to claim an additional 20% of the value of your donation from HMRC.  Additionally, if you are a higher rate taxpayer you 

can include the Gift-Aided donation on your tax return to reduce your overall tax liability. 

 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the FOSS refreshment stall. 

 

mailto:fosschair@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.co.uk
mailto:fosschair@gmail.com


 

 

 
Mrs K James, KS4 Leader: English, writes: 

 

Reminder: Your Literature Mock Exam is on March 3rd 

 Use the website to help you with the following: 

Do you know…? 

Where to find past papers? 

What texts you are going to be tested on and how many marks they are worth? 

Language devices and their effect 

Structural devices and their effect 

At least 5 quotes for 5 themes for each text 

The timeline of events in the play/novella 

5 quotes from each character 

At least 2 adjectives for each character 

How to write a PETER paragraph using the bookmark 

 Extra help in Period 6 on Tuesdays (all welcome!) or in G14 on Thursdays. 

Stanboroughenglish.wixsite.com/English  
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Department for Education Advice on Coronavirus 

Mrs M John, Headteacher, writes: 

Each day we are reviewing the latest information and updates on the Government website (from the 

Department of Health and Social Care and Public Health England). 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-information-for-the-public  

The latest update is that anyone who has travelled to Northern Italy since February 19th (Northern Italy defined 

by a line above, and not including, Pisa, Florence and Rimini) should take on board the following advice; 

  If a person has developed symptoms such as a fever, a cough, or difficulty breathing then they are to call 

NHS 111, particularly if there are pre-existing long-term health conditions e.g. weaker immune system, 

cancer, diabetes, chronic lung disease. It may be that the NHS 111 advise you to stay indoors at home and 

to avoid contact with other people. If this is the case, please inform the School Office.  

 You do not need to follow this advice if there are no symptoms and you should continue with normal day 

activities.  

If you are at all concerned please contact NHS 111 for their advice. In the meantime, we will continue to check 

for updates and inform you where necessary of any changes.  

We would encourage all parents/carers and students to adopt the advice provided to prevent the spread of the 

disease with the use of basic hygiene practices such as regularly washing hands and always sneezing into a tissue, 

to stem the spread of viruses.  

Stanboroughenglish.wixsite.com/English
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-information-for-the-public
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Mr Modi, Curriculum Leader:  Mathematics writes: 

Solve and earn a SILVER Award.  

 

Send your answer/s (preferably with workings) by email to smodi@stanborough.herts.sch.uk  

or on a piece of paper to the Maths Office.  

 

 

 

 

For all KS4 Students 

 

Mr P Craig - Teacher of Music 

Mr Craig joined Stanborough in July 2018. 

“At Stanborough I am part of the Music department, teaching about half of Year 7 and Year 8, as well as 

GCSE and A Level classes. I run the SaLT (Sound and Light Team) as well as the School Orchestra. 

I enjoy working at Stanborough, especially in the department during lunchtimes. Seeing the students 

come in and practise whichever instrument they pick up, learning new songs and even writing songs as bands keeps this job 

interesting and exciting. Working with my Music Tech class, as well as the Sound and Light Team has made me have to 

keep practising my own skills from when I used to work in Theatres and Live music venues. Working in such a dynamic 

and vibrant department as I do, there are so many opportunities for the students to showcase their hard work, such as the 

termly concerts, the school show, and the House Competitions. It’s through these shows that I can really see what the 

students have been up to, and I get inspired by their hard work and creativity. 

Having just got married back in February, life seems pretty hectic at the moment! My wife is also a teacher, so life seems to 

revolve around our schools at the moment, but we still get chances to get out of town and head towards the countryside 

for day trips, often doing long walks followed by a nice pub lunch. Might be time for us to get a dog soon…..” 

Mr Page uses oil to heat his home. 

At the beginning of November there were 1000 litres of oil in his oil tank. 

Mr Page bought enough oil to fill the tank completely.  

He paid 50p per litre for this oil.  

He paid a total amount of £750 

At the end of February Mr Page had 600 litres of oil in the tank.  

He bought enough oil to fill the tank completely.  

The cost of oil had increased by 4%. 

Work out the total amount Mr Page paid for the oil he bought in February. 

Staff Profile 

mailto:smodi@stanborough.herts.sch.uk
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