
 

 

                                                                                        Edition 9: 12th November 2021 

Message from the Headteacher – Mrs John                                                                                   
 

It was very moving this week to see the whole school come together to 

commemorate Remembrance Day.  I am a proud Headteacher to see the way in 

which our students conducted themselves and to see those who chose to wear 

their service or scout uniforms for the day.  I would particularly like to thank 

the staff and students who played the last post and the reveille – you did a 

splendid job.  As a community, it is important for us to take time to think about 

those whose lives have been affected by war and conflict and to show respect 

on this poignant day.  These values also carry over into everyday life where, as 

a school, one of our core principles is mutual respect.  The Stanborough code encourages us to treat others as 

we would like to be treated and to help others whenever we can.  This kindness supports our inclusive and 

community ethos to ensure we all achieve the best we can at all times for ourselves and others. 

 

 

Headteacher’s Commendations 
B Sparrow, (Yr. 7) for holding a cake sale and raising £86 for local 

autism and ADHD charity SPACE; 

M Hoss, (Yr.7) for fantastic achievement in athletics outside of school; 

D Dodman, (Yr.7) for reading a million words since September and 

becoming a millionaire reader; 

G Jasson, (Yr. 8) for reading a million words since September and 

becoming a millionaire reader; 

E Mann, M Perry, J Williams and V Parisi (Yr. 9) for all round fantastic 

attitude to learning; 

K Phillips, (Yr. 10) for representing her country at the Irish Dancing 

World Championships; 

P Stoli, (Yr.10) for settling in so well and fantastic effort and work in Spanish; 

L Green, (Yr.10) for showing great resilience in school; 

M Sesay, (Yr. 11) for an amazing result in his football game in the MHRML U18’s Premier Division; 

C Amanfo (Yr.11) for maintaining a high standard of work in all lessons; 

J Turner and R Symons (Yr. 12) for speaking so beautifully at the post 16 information evening; 

F Collyer (Yr.12) for amazing support in a Year 8 Art lesson. 

 

 

 

Quote of the week: 
“Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an 

honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life 

around.” – Leo Buscaglia 
 

 

Wish you a restful weekend and do keep safe. 

Mrs John 



 

 

Headteacher Commendations 
 

Congratulations to this week’s winners! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming Events 
15th – 19th November 

Week two 

 

17th November Year 7 Progress Update 1 Issued 

17th – 1st December Step2Skills Course for parents/carers, 9-11am 

22nd – 3rd December The Great Stanborough Spelling Bee Competition 

22nd November Year 12 Politics visit to London 

24th November Year 7 Transition Update Evening, 5.30-6.15pm 

26th November Occasional Day, School closed 

3rd December Year 7 Author Visit 



 

 

 

House Dance 2021 
Miss Smith, Subject Leader: Dance, writes: 

House Dance took place on Thursday 21st October and displayed the talents of both dance students and 

dance enthusiasts. It was a successful show completely choreographed by the students with some excellent 

leadership demonstrated from our house captains.  

Each House carefully picked a theme for their dances. This year’s themes were: 

Ashridge – Far from home, WW2 

Brocket – Dystopia 

Hatfield – Hamilton  

Knebworth – Dancing through Romeo and Juliet 

Offley – Fairytales  

Sopwell – Best of British  

 

After a close competition, there was a great deal of discussion and deliberation. The eagerly awaited results 

were: 

1st – Ashridge – Three contrasting dances that linked clearly to their theme of Far from home, each piece 

was visibly well rehearsed with a very high standard of performance. The duet and large group had excellent 

technique with the group number displaying excellent use of choreographic devices and outstanding 

performance from all dancers. The dance film incorporated successful contact and good use of props.  

2nd – Offley – A beautifully performed and edited dance film based on Red Riding Hood. The two live 

performances were cleverly structured and clearly responded to the theme. All works were very well 

rehearsed and used costumes that complimented the pieces.   

3rd – Knebworth – Great interpretation of characters and themes from Romeo and Juliet. It was lovely to 

see a large ensemble piece which had excellent use of duets and good musicality. Knebworth also used a 

whole tutor group 8K (including Miss McLean) in their dance film – well done for getting so many students 

involved!  

4th – Hatfield – A good response to their theme of Hamilton, well-chosen songs and demonstrated good 

character within the performances. A particular highlight was the Schuyler Sisters trio which included good 

use of travel, gestures and some sass!  

5th – Brocket – An excellent theme and a clear vision from Brocket, a very skilled tap solo and a well-

choreographed duet. The film included excellent use of costume and setting with some cleaver editing too!  

6th – Sopwell – what a SUPERB solo from Chloe Steel! Excellent performance and a clear response to the 

theme Best of British, well done Chloe!  

 

A huge well done to all the students involved, particularly after all the challenges you have faced, we were 

still able to display the talents of our students and bring live dance back to Stanborough! The event will 

only continue to grow and we are already excited for next year!  

Thanks to Mr Craig and the SaLT team for their organisation and efforts leading up to and during the event. 

Thanks to the staff who attended, Mr Minion for compering and Miss Newman for judging!  

 



 

 

 

Student Profile 

House Captain - Brocket 
 

H Lee-Larke 

I am presently studying Media, English Language and Government and Politics at 

Stanborough. In the last 16 years I have gained an interest in different phases of my life. 

Outside of school I work as a server in a restaurant, this in turn means that my social 

skills are something I excel in, I understand what the best needs for someone are and 

how do deal with certain situations. 

From a young age I have always been interested in the technical sides of things, working with my grandfather 

on cars. My dad is a musician, so I have been bought up around classic rock music for years which heavily 

influenced my love for music.  

I used to be part of the youth group at the Barn Theatre and did Drama as a GCSE meaning that I have a 

massive love for everything acting. I also used to be part of a scout group too in which I was promoted to 

explorers. 

My personal interests are music (mostly guitar), vehicles and media. Over the years I have acclaimed a vast 

amount of knowledge on all these subjects. I have always engaged with leadership roles, from being in charge 

of group projects to representing my form I have always enjoyed leadership roles. From the moment I was 

old enough to read a script I have always been involved in acting roles from Primary School Nativities to 

full scale plays. I applied for this role as I believed I could be a beneficial asset to Brocket and give them the 

win they deserve. I also want to make sure students’ needs and wishes are heard, no student is worth more 

or less than anther.  

 

Discover Club 
 

For more info about Young Life, please go to  

https://welwynhatfield.ylinternational.org/  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Word of the Week 

W/c 15th November 2021 
For example,  the cost of college education 

has increased exponentially over the last 30 

years. 
 

https://welwynhatfield.ylinternational.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support for Struggling Readers at Stanborough School 
 

We recognise that our new cohort of children has missed a lot of reading comprehension work 

over the past few years and this has impacted on the reading skills of the whole cohort.  

Stanborough has a lot of students who are excellent at reading but quite a few who continue 

to struggle.  

 

What are we doing about it? 
The good news is we have developed a four stage process which will support Year 7 and 8 

students to improve their reading skills and confidence. 

 

That Reading Thing:  Run one to one during LRC reading lessons.   

A programme designed for students with very low reading levels to learn how to decode and 

access texts. 

 

Reading Fluency: Run during tutor time twice a week.   

Targets students who can read but struggle with their fluency engagement with the text. 

Improves reading speed and understanding. 

 

Inference training: Run during tutor time twice a week.   

Targets students who read fluently but really struggle to understand what they have read and 

infer from the text.  Uses visualisation strategies.  

 

Reader Leaders: A peer reading programme for students who are fluent readers but are 

reluctant to read, don’t read enough or don’t enjoy reading to encourage them to boost their 

interest in reading.  

 

This in combination with our Accelerated Reader programme, Word of the Week, 

comprehension builders during form time and DEAR time every half term puts Stanborough 

students at a real advantage when it comes to understanding age appropriate texts at Key Stage 

Three and GCSE.  Please continue to get your young person to read as often as you can. 

 

Why is reading so important you ask?  Please read this blog if you are interested: Lifehack 

 

Please visit www.twitter.com/stanb_send 

 

https://www.lifehack.org/articles/lifestyle/10-benefits-reading-why-you-should-read-everyday.html
https://www.lifehack.org/articles/lifestyle/10-benefits-reading-why-you-should-read-everyday.html
http://www.twitter.com/stanb_send


 

 

Question of the Week 
Mr Modi, Curriculum Leader: Maths, writes: 

SEND YOUR CORRECT ENTRY BY 17.11.21 TO EARN A GOLD AWARD 

Choose one of the two Maths GCSE questions. Send your answers (preferably with workings) by 

email to smodi@stanborough.herts.sch.uk or on a piece of paper to the Maths Office.  

Higher  

A frustum is made by removing a small cone from a large cone as shown in the diagram. 

 

 

 

The frustum is made from glass.  

The glass has a density of 2.5 g / cm3 

Work out the mass of the frustum.  

Give your answer to an appropriate degree of accuracy. 

Foundation 

 

 

ABCDEFGH is a regular octagon.  

KLQFP and MNREQ are two identical regular pentagons.  

 

Work out the size of the angle marked x.  

You must show all your working. 

mailto:smodi@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Just Talk Week, 15th – 21st November 2021 

FREE mental health and wellbeing webinars taking place next week as part of Just Talk week. 

Over 35 partners in Hertfordshire work together to 

promote good mental health and wellbeing as part of the 

Just Talk campaign.  Listed below are the FREE 

webinars on offer from our Just Talk partners, taking 

place for Parents and Carers during Just Talk week.  

Pre-recorded Sessions: 

Herts Sports Partnership: The benefits of physical activity for your mind and body  

How to watch:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFejVVaNG84 

 

Live Events: 

Monday 15 November 2021 
 

Watford FC CSET - Talking to your child about mental health and wellbeing  

To give support and information on mental health and wellbeing, particularly focused around supporting young 

people through times of change and transition.           

Audience: Parents/Carers    

Time: 5.30-6.30pm             

How to join: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talking-to-your-child-about-mental-health-and-wellbeing-tickets-

195017431387 

 

Tuesday 16th November 2021 
 

Children's Wellbeing Practitioners from the Public Health School Nursing Service at Hertfordshire 

Community NHS Trust  -  Spotting the signs of mental health difficulties in children and young people 

An overview of anxiety, low mood and behavioural difficulties and some tips and signposting information that 

parents and professionals can use to help.  

Audience: Parents, carers, school staff and other professionals      

Time:  10am-12noon  

How to join: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spotting-the-signs-of-mental-health-difficulties-in-childrenyoung-

people-tickets-193526903177 

Herts Mind Network - How to start a conversation with your child about mental health and wellbeing  

In this webinar we will discuss mental health stigma, how adolescence is perceived and how to navigate 

interpersonal interactions.  

Audience: Parents and Carers  

Time: 10am - 11am 

How to join: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-to-start-a-conversation-with-your-child-about-mental-

health-wellbeing-tickets-190935201327 

NESSie - Supporting mental health for children and young people with neurodiversity 

The aim of this informal forum is to strengthen approaches in supporting positive mental health and manage 

challenges positively. Exploring and introducing tools to identify triggers and increase emotional literacy. Sharing 

and exploring practical tools that can be used at home and in conjunction with educational settings.               

Audience: Parents and carers of children and young people with traits of or diagnosed neurodiversity, who have 

mental health problems.        

Time: 1-2.30pm                    

How to Join: Just Talk Campaign - Supporting mental health for children and young people with neurodiversity - 

Parent / carer online forum - NESSie IN ED, CIC

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFejVVaNG84
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talking-to-your-child-about-mental-health-and-wellbeing-tickets-195017431387
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talking-to-your-child-about-mental-health-and-wellbeing-tickets-195017431387
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spotting-the-signs-of-mental-health-difficulties-in-childrenyoung-people-tickets-193526903177
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spotting-the-signs-of-mental-health-difficulties-in-childrenyoung-people-tickets-193526903177
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-to-start-a-conversation-with-your-child-about-mental-health-wellbeing-tickets-190935201327
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-to-start-a-conversation-with-your-child-about-mental-health-wellbeing-tickets-190935201327
https://nessieined.com/events/just-talk-campaign-supporting-mental-health-for-children-and-young-people-with-neurodiversity-parent-carer-online-forum
https://nessieined.com/events/just-talk-campaign-supporting-mental-health-for-children-and-young-people-with-neurodiversity-parent-carer-online-forum


 

 

 

The OLLIE Foundation - Keeping Safe and Carrying On  

Whether this is to remind yourself or to use with others, enjoy this virtual hug that considers how your amazing 

inbuilt survival system can also feel like stress and anxiety and hear suggestions for calming the system down.  

Audience: School staff, professionals, parents and carers      

Time: 6pm - 7.30pm    

How to join:   https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/131952434283 

 

 

Wednesday 17th November 2021 

BeeZee Bodies - The benefits of healthy eating for Teenagers' Wellbeing 

Key nutritional needs in teenage years and top tips for meeting them. Bust some common food and diet myths, plus 

an open Q&A session.    

Audience:  Young People - minimum age 13 (as well as parent/carer). School staff, other professionals, and 

parent/carers.     

Time: 5.00pm – 5.30pm         

How to join:  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-benefits-of-healthy-eating-for-teenagers-wellbeing-tickets-

190450311007 

 

The OLLIE Foundation -The History of Suicide - Lessons for Today 

Expert speaker - Cambridge PhD researcher Ella will guide us through the history of our response to suicide from 

antiquity to the present day and consider what lessons we can learn.            

Audience: School staff, other professionals and parents                  

Time: 6-7.30pm         

How to join: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/187847616277 

 

Thursday 18th November 2021 

The OLLIE Foundation - Talk Safe, Plan Safe 

Extend your knowledge and feel more confident to support others experiencing an emotional crisis where suicidal 

ideation may be present. Open to all and useful as a refresher if you have completed other suicide prevention 

training.       

Audience: Students age 17+, school staff and other professionals, parents and carers  

Time: 4-5.30pm     

How to join:   https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/185803432067 
 

Friday 19th November 2021 

The OLLIE Foundation - Live session with author and researcher Beverley Thompson 

What do we need to know about antidepressants and young people and how can we better manage side effects for 

those that would benefit from SSRIs (antidepressants)                 

Audience: Parents 7 carers, health and education professionals and young people age 17+ 

Time: 6.30-7.30pm     

How to join:  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/187849491887  

 

To find out more visit www.justtalkherts.org 

 

Follow the campaign on Facebook: JustTalkHerts  

Instagram: @JustTalkHerts  

Twitter: @JustTalkHerts 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/131952434283
https://theolliefoundation.org/calendar
https://theolliefoundation.org/calendar
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-benefits-of-healthy-eating-for-teenagers-wellbeing-tickets-190450311007
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-benefits-of-healthy-eating-for-teenagers-wellbeing-tickets-190450311007
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/187847616277
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/187847616277
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/187847616277
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/185803432067
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/185803432067
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/187849491887
http://www.justtalkherts.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Justtalkherts
https://www.instagram.com/justtalkherts/
https://twitter.com/JustTalkHerts


 

 

 


