
 

 

                                                                                        Edition 12: 3rd December 2021 

Message from the Headteacher – Mrs John                                                                                   
It is with a heavy heart that we have cancelled the Winter Recital, Handside Partnership Carols and our end of 

term Presentation Evening for this summer’s GCSE and A Level students, which were all due to be held in 

school.  Owing to the news of the new covid variant, we took this decision to help ensure everyone in our 

community remains safe and well.  We will endeavour to create an opportunity for students to perform their 

musical pieces in the final week to their peers during assemblies and hope to be able to offer further 

opportunities in the coming terms. The Presentation Evening will now be a virtual event and a link to a recorded 

presentation will be emailed to parents and students who sat their exams this summer.  An email has been sent 

home to these parents explaining how certificates can be collected.  As a precaution, we ask that all students 

sanitise their hands before entering a classroom and again when leaving, desks are being sprayed between 

lessons and facemasks must be worn, unless exempt, by all students and staff when in the school.  Despite these 

restrictions in the run up to the end of term, we are looking forward to our Christmas lunch on the 9th December.  

Please remember tickets must be purchased via Wisepay and no other food will be available that lunchtime.  

Christmas jumpers are encouraged to be worn and the day will be a non-uniform day for all students and staff, 

for a donation of £1 for this year’s school charities.  Looking a little further ahead, there are just a few places 

remaining for our coffee morning and tour of the school on 28th January 2022.  If you would like to attend, 

please book your free place via Wisepay.  There will be a chance to ask myself and our Chair of Governors,  

Mr Guya Persaud, any questions you may have. 

 

Headteacher’s Commendations 
S Satheeskumar and R Winnie (Yr. 7) for reading a 

million words since the start of term and becoming 

millionaire readers; 

G Carter (Yr.7) for creating his own game in ‘Scratch’ in 

order to revise and practice his maths skills; 

D Antunes (Yr.7) for being selected for the Maths 

Masterclass Tutorials; 

F Mitchell, S Love and H Parkash (Yr. 10) for showing 

mutual respect and voluntarily helping and supporting in 

the canteen; 

M Kutay, (Yr. 11) for outstanding work produced in 

lessons, in particular Maths; 

A O’Carroll (Yr.11) for showing outstanding courage 

and resilience; 

D Stanculescu, (Yr. 13) for creating a whole school assembly on Just Talk Week 2021. 

 

Quote of the week:  

“The people who are crazy enough to think they can change the world are the ones who do.” 

Steve Jobs 
 

Wish you a restful weekend and do keep safe. 

Mrs John 



 

 

Headteacher Commendations 
 

Congratulations to this week’s winners! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming Events 
6th – 10th December 

Week one 

 

7th December Year 11 Mock Results Assembly 

9th December Non-Uniform/Christmas Jumper Day,  

£1 donation to this year’s school charities 

Christmas Dinner 

DEAR Time 

Year 12 visit Herts University 

10th December Flu Vaccinations 

17th December End of Term, Students dismissed at 12.20pm 

 



 

 

Coffee Morning, Reminder – 28th January 2022 

Parents/Carers are invited to an informal coffee 

morning and tour around the school.   

We have just a few spaces left! If you would like 

to attend, please book a free place via the 

WisePay system, by Thursday 9th December. 

The letter can be found on our website: 

https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2021/11/Coffee-morning-2022-

letter-1021MJ.pdf 

 

Christmas Lunch at 

Stanborough  
LAST CHANCE TO ORDER 
Miss K Ashley, School Business Manager, writes: 

Our very popular Christmas lunch will be served this year on 

Thursday 9th December. 

We have left the ordering system on Wisepay open until 9am 

Monday 6th December.  Please ensure that if your child wants 

a Christmas Dinner that you have ordered by then.  We will 

not be able to add any meals on after that time. 

All meals must be ordered in advance and tickets are 

available on your Wisepay account.  If you should have any 

difficulties when trying to log on to WisePay, please click 

‘Forgotten Password’ and follow the on screen options.  If 

after that you are still experiencing difficulties, please contact 

the bursar’s office at finance@stanborough.herts.sch.uk 

Our usual food service will be available at break time on that 

day but at lunchtime there will be no food or drinks available 

other than Christmas lunch for those that have pre-ordered it. 

The day will also be a non-uniform day and Christmas 

Jumpers are encouraged to be worn by all students and 

staff.  A donation of £1 is requested for this year’s school 

charities, Herts Young Homeless and Care for Calais. 

 

 

Forgotten Items 
If your child has forgotten an item such as their PE kit or water bottle, we will no longer be able to bring 

this to them during the school day but will keep them in the office for students to collect. Students should 

go to reception at break or lunch to see if items have been dropped off. We are also unable to give 

messages to students unless they are urgent.  

Thank you for your understanding.  

https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Coffee-morning-2022-letter-1021MJ.pdf
https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Coffee-morning-2022-letter-1021MJ.pdf
https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Coffee-morning-2022-letter-1021MJ.pdf
mailto:finance@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Senior Maths Challenge 
Mrs Coldwell, STEM Leader: Mathematics, writes: 

We had a full turnout of forty students for the Senior Maths Challenge, which took place over the 10th and 

11th November. As in many areas of life, some of the adaptations made in lockdown have continued even as 

restrictions have been lifted and so the students completed the challenge online in a few different sittings, 

eliminating most of the paper use of the past and reducing the number of missed lessons. A total of thirty-

two students earned certificates and even those who missed the Bronze threshold were very close. The senior 

challenge is aimed at students in Year 12 and Year 13, but a few high attaining Year 10 and Year 11 students 

were also allowed to take part.  

Aidan Wadley in Year 10 achieved a Gold certificate and Best in School, qualifying for the Senior Kangaroo 

follow-on round. Keira Fan was Best in Year for Year 12, and also achieved a Gold certificate and qualified 

for the Senior Kangaroo follow-on round. This follows Keira’s very impressive Distinction in the 

Mathematical Olympiad for Girls earlier this term, our best result ever at Stanborough in that competition. 

Zackary Read was Best in Year for Year 13 and earned a Silver certificate. William Parnham was Best in 

Year for Year 11, also achieving Silver. Other Silver certificates went to Jack Hadley, Charlie Greasby, 

Annabel Dunstan, Dominik Orzel-Walker, Ben Paddick, Daniel Harrington, James Flint, Ivan Purches, 

Charlie Cross, Alvin Chan, Ayman Sakib, Hisham Hussain and Ellen Green. Bronze certificates were 

awarded to Faizan Choudhry, Ellis Hayes, Bradley Loughnane, Joshua Imafidon, Kyle Roussow, Angela 

Kovaci, Abenash Kirivasan, Krasimir Timov, Cameron McIntosh, Maxwell Chisholm, Megan Joyner, 

Fatimah Aswania, Hugo Mawer, Oscar Saunders and Amjad Al-Shboul. 

Follow-on rounds took place this week, so those results may just be in before we break up for the holidays. 

Meanwhile, there is a special 25th Anniversary Challenge for Year 7 and Year 8 students on the 25th January. 

This will be in addition to the normal Junior Maths Challenge for Year 7/8 in April.  

 

Year 11 Called The Midwife 

Mrs Hall, Child Development Teacher, writes: 

With only four teaching weeks left until the Year 11’s Child 

Development exam, we called for the help of two midwives, 

Jackie Hounsom and Jackie Green who are also health 

visitors. They came and delivered an excellent revision 

session on the needs of the pre-term baby and postnatal needs 

of the family. Jackie and Jackie really bought the topic to life 

and were able to share some examples of their cases.  

Saphia Hasan (11K) said ‘it was great to have real life experts 

give insight into the topic’. After the session Isabel Verlander 

(11O) fed back ‘it was so beneficial and will really help me 

remember pre- term needs for the exam’.  

It was also great to hear of how Jackie came into her role as 

midwife and health visitor and definitely gave some of the 

students ideas for their career path. 

If you have a role in childcare, antenatal or postnatal care, we would love for you to come in and share your 

expertise with the students. Contact Mrs Hall Jhall@stanborough.herts.sch.uk  

mailto:Jhall@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

School Council Feedback for Students 
As Heads of School, one of our main responsibilities is to pass on the feedback from the student voice to the people 

who have the power to put things into place. We’ve recently had a School Council meeting, where the student body 

gave us some great ideas that they had been collecting from their Year Council reps and tutor groups. The students’ 

queries have been passed on, and the good news is we now have some answers in response to what you said.  

You said: There’s too much single-use plastic in the canteen 

We met with the canteen management staff (a huge thank you to Leona and 

Leeane for coming in to speak with us!) to address this issue. They explained that 

for Covid safety reasons, the amount of plastic wrappings on food did have to 

increase last year. However, they are gradually phasing this out. We also had a 

conversation about the products in the chiller (like pasta pots and salad pots), and 

the great news is that this packaging is not actually plastic! These and the ‘plastic’ cutlery are in fact made of corn 

starch, which is biodegradable and sustainable. Such fantastic work that HCL are doing – we encourage you to tell as 

many people as possible. Let’s get the message out that there is not as much single-use plastic in the canteen as you 

may have thought! 

You said: The food in the pod quad runs out too quickly 

We spoke to the canteen staff about this one too, and it was eye-opening to hear their perspective. They are always 

working to predict which foods will be most popular with the students, in order that they don’t run out of the products 

everyone wants. It’s a careful balance, though, because we need to make sure that as a school we are not wasting food. 

Their message to you students is that if there is a food you particularly like (or don’t like) buying from the pod quad, 

that you go up and tell them. They are really friendly and open to receiving feedback – the more they know, the better 

they can cater for your needs. 

Other food-related requests (seems like we spent a large proportion of our School Council meeting talking about 

food…) 

There was a query about the sizes of the burgers in proportion to their buns. The explanation is that this was linked to 

produce availability before the food was delivered to Stanborough, and actually all the burgers were the same size, it’s 

just that some of the buns were bigger. 

A few students asked if there could be more ham in the toasted sandwiches. It’s good news for you, as that one’s an 

easy fix. The chefs are going to switch to using ham slices to get greater coverage. 

We also concluded that the staff are going to experiment with where the food is placed in the hatches in the canteen. 

This is so that all the fantastic vegetarian options (quorn roasts, sandwiches, wraps) can be seen more easily. It does 

mean that some of you might have to walk a bit further to get your paninis… 

You said: We would prefer more shade in the outdoor communal areas 

The fantastic Mrs Ashley is already working on this. The plan is to get some canopies in the Year 9 and Year 10 areas; 

there just needs to be some other work carried out before this can happen. 

You said: Can the older toilets be refurbished? 

Again, it’s good news. The school is already looking at refurbishing, and possibly even redesigning the toilets in the 

main block, so that they are as luxurious as the ones in the new block! You may have to be patient, though, as this 

will probably happen over the summer holidays. 

Relating to refurbishing, your observation that the science classrooms aren’t looking as swish as other newly-painted 

departments has been noted. There probably won’t be a complete renovation – because the desks are fixed to the floor, 

it is far easier said than done – but Mrs Ashley says that she will ask the cleaners to prioritise these areas over the next 

school holiday. 

 

Thank you so much to Mrs Ashley, and to Leona and Leeane from HCL, for meeting with us to discuss the above, and 

for being so helpful in their responses. And thank you as well to all the students for raising your concerns. We hope 

that they have been answered satisfactorily!  



 

 

Consent 
Mrs Vlijter, Assistant Headteacher writes: 

Next week students will be spoken to about the meaning of the 

term 'consent'. They will be shown this video: 

http://www.consentiseverything.com/ 

Please discuss the importance consent with your children. 

Thanks in advance 

 

Word of the Week 

W/c 6th December 2021 
Disparity 
For example, it is calculated based on the disparity between 

your resting heart rate and your maximum heart rate. 

 

Question of the Week 

Mr Modi, Curriculum Leader: Mathematics writes: 

SEND YOUR CORRECT ENTRY BY 08.12.21 TO EARN A GOLD AWARD 

Choose one of the two Maths GCSE questions. Send your answers with workings by email to 

smodi@stanborough.herts.sch.uk or on a piece of paper to the Maths Office.  

Question 1 

Here are the first four terms of an arithmetic sequence. 

 

(a)  Find, in terms of n, an expression for the nth term of this arithmetic sequence. 

 

(b)  Is 121 a term of this arithmetic sequence? You must explain your answer. 

Question 2 

Here are the first four terms of a quadratic sequence. 

3          8          15          24 

(a)  Find an expression, in terms of n, for the nth term of this sequence. 

 

 

 

The nth term of a different sequence is 2n + 5 

(b)  Show that 36 is not a term of this sequence. 

http://www.consentiseverything.com/
mailto:smodi@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

 

Student Profile 
House Captain - Knebworth 

Laura 

Hiya! I'm Laura and I’m so excited to be Knebworth’s House Captain alongside the 

lovely Kyle Russouw! It's going to be a great year for us all! 

I am taking English Literature, Psychology and Drama for my A-levels in the hopes to 

go onto University and study Psychiatry or Performing Arts and Script Writing. 

Hopefully A-levels will help me decide!  

My favourite thing to do is perform, I'm constantly singing (much to the annoyance of 

the people who have to live with me) and any chance I get to be up and moving/dancing 

I grasp! I am at my happiest when I'm acting as I feel free and at home. So, I would like to use this passion 

and determination to lead a diverse group of students in various activities throughout the year! I've been in 

Knebworth since I started at Stanborough and it's like being in a supportive, unconventional family and I 

love it! I've been told I'm easy to talk to and can get overly enthusiastic.... But I say you can never have too 

much excitement when you're leading a bunch of amazing kids! I'm most looking forward to interacting with 

people I've made friends with in house events previously and meeting our lovely new knebworthians! 

 

 



 

 

YMCA Youth Programmes 
Mrs Vlijter, Assistant Headteacher, writes: 

Recently the YMCA Youth Workers came into school to share their youth programmes with our students.  

As promised, here’s information on some of their programmes available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


