
 

 

 
30th June 2022 
 
Dear Parent / Carer,  
 
Last Thursday saw the last of the GCSE exams which means Year 11 are no longer at Stanborough. We now 
look to our current Year 10s as our new Year 11s. On Monday I took an assembly with the year group and 
welcomed them as Year 11. We looked at how long is left until the exams start and when the mocks are. 
The key advice I hope students took away from the assembly was to start preparing now. Students can start 
to create revision materials from the content they have already learnt such as mind-maps and revision cards. 
They could also create a wall planner and mark off when their mocks are in Year 11, when the exams start 
and other important dates. This will help them to plan ahead and help them to feel in control of the next 
ten months.  
 
We are preparing students for their GCSE year in other ways too. On June 15th Action Jackson, a motivational 
speaker who has already been in to speak to staff and Year 11, spoke to Year 10 students. Jackson and his 
co-present Rhianna spoke about their own journeys and about how they stay motivated. They then did 
smaller group sessions with students helping them to have a more positive mindset and overcome barriers. 
We look forward to welcoming Action Jackson and Rhianna back on the 20th September to support students 
in the lead up to their first set of Year 11 mocks which take place the week beginning the 17th October and 
the week beginning the 31st October (either side of half term). Students will receive their mock exam 
timetable for October in the next few weeks. Some students may want to use this to plan their revision over 
the summer and get ahead. However, we appreciate that some students may find this overwhelming and 
may want to put it aside until September. Please support students to use the mock timetable and 
information in the way you feel will best support them.  
 
We are also supporting students to take on leadership roles and consider their Post 16 plans. We successfully 
interviewed 27 students to become prefects this month. They will start their role on July 4th. Some students 
have also started to receive career interviews. Students are also taking part in a careers day on Friday 8th 
July to help them to think about their future plans.  
 
For some students, this new focus is an exciting time and signals the beginning of a rite of passage for all 16 
year olds in the country – the end of compulsory education and ability to start making decisions about their 
future. However, for some students this can seem like an overwhelming time with the experience of mock 
exams, the brown envelope assembly, MFL orals and a focus on preparing for next year becoming too much. 
It is important that you know how to help and support students.  
 
How can I help? 

 Normalise any feelings of anxiety about the next 10 months. It is ok for students to feel anxious 
about the changes and pressures of Year 11.  

 Make sure students attend school every day. Studies show that the higher the attendance the more 
progress students make. If students aren’t in school they are missing the most valuable resource – 
time with their teachers. 

 Support students to start revising at home by purchasing revision cards and revision books and by 
making sure they have a quiet space to study.  



 

 

 Start to talk to students about their post 16 plans and look at different options. Students generally 
have three pathways – to stay on at school and take A-Levels / BTECs; to attend college or to 
undertake an apprenticeship. We will work with students on their post 16 plans over the next few 
months and all students will be supported in making these decisions by the careers team and our 
Senior Leadership Team. 

 Make sure students do things to help them relax and take their mind off their studies such as 
exercise, seeing friends and taking part in hobbies. It is important that students look after their 
mental health during this time.  

 
If you have any concerns please don’t hesitate to contact the Year 10 pastoral team who can talk to you 
about your concerns and explain the support we have in place at school. We are lucky to have a range of 
support in place that students can utilise such as a student support worker, a life coach, family support 
workers, a counsellor, period 6 support and additional tuition.  
 
We wish all Year 10 students and their families a restful summer break.  
 
Yours faithfully,  

 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Daplyn 
Assistant Headteacher 
 

 

 


