
 

 

Subject: Music               Year Group: 8 
 

Time Period Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 

Content 
 

 
 

The Blues 

 Improvisation 

 Ensemble Blues performance of the 
12 bar blues 

 The historical context of The Blues 

 Chords in inversion 

Music Technology 1: MGMT 

 Introduction to Cubase 

 Use Cubase to sequence Kids by 
MGMT 

 Create a remix of Kids 

Film Music: Horror 

 Understand the conventions of Horror 
Music 

 Compose to fit a film reel 

 Diminished chords 

 Pedal notes 

 Using Cubase 

Skills 
 

 

 Understand and use improvisation 

 Know the 12 bar blues sequence 

 Play chords using good technique 

 Use the sequence to create a 
performance 

 Develop performance skills on an 
instrument of their choice 

 Develop ensemble performance skills 

 Using music technology 

 Playing from a score 

 Decoding notation from a score 

 Developing creativity through 
composition 

 Using music technology effects 
creatively 

 Developing creativity through 
composition 

 Compose Music to a specific brief 

 Use the conventions of horror music 
to create an effective composition 

 Record and develop composition 
using Cubase 

Key Questions 
 
 
 
 
 

 How do I improvise effectively? 

 What is the historical context of the 
Blues? 

 How do I perform the 12 bar blues? 

 How do I work effectively with my 
group? 

 What does a good performance look 
and sound like? 

 What is a hook? 

 How do I use Cubase effectively? 

 How can I remix this to make this my 
own? 
 

 What is a diminished chord and how 
do I play it? 

 What is a pedal note? 

 How can I create tension and release 
in music? 

 How can I make music fit a picture? 

 How can I use musical elements to 
develop my composition? 

Assessment 
week and 
content 

 
 

Improvisation: Lesson 1 
Performance of the 12 bar blues: 
Lesson 6 

Cubase remix: Lesson 6 
Music theory and listening: Lesson 7 
 

Performance of Horror Composition: 
Lesson 3 
Cubase realisation of Composition: 
Lesson 6 

 

 

 



 

 

Time Period Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Content 
 

 
 

Musical Futures 2: Chart Music 

 Work as part of a band 

 Create a performance of a hit track 

 History of pop music 1960-present 
day 

I Got Rhythm 

 Play the Djembe 

 Revision of rhythm notation 

 New more complex rhythms including 
syncopation, triplets and dotted notes 

 Compose and perform a piece in 
Rondo form 

Space: Western Classical 

 Listening to and analysing Music 
from the Western Classical Tradition 

 Investigating a full orchestral score 

 Performance of Also Sprach 
Zarathustra by Strauss 

 Performance of Mars from The 
Planets by Holst 

 Extended Writing using Musical 
Vocabulary 

Skills 
 

 

 Develop performance skills on an 
instrument of their choice 

 Develop ensemble performance skills 

 Notate longer rhythms 

 Identify triplets, dotted notes and 
syncopation 

 Develop use of contrast in 
composition 

 Develop use  

 Analysing Music using Musical 
Language 

 Following a score 

 Analysing and annotating a score 

 Performing as part of an ensemble 

Key Questions 
 
 
 
 
 

How do I work effectively with my group? 
What makes a good performance? 
What do I need to do to make a good 
performance? 

What is this note? 
What should it sound like? 
How do I notate it? 
How do I read it? 
What is Rondo Form? 
How can we make an exciting 
performance with only rhythms 

What does a score tell a performer? 
What key musical devices can be found 
on a score? 
What makes a good performance? 
How can I improve my performance 
skills? 

Assessment 
week and 
content 

 
 

Band Performance 1: Lesson 5 
Band Performance 2: Lesson 6 

Summer Exam: Lesson 3 
Rondo performance 

Performance of Mars: Lesson 4 
Extended writing: Lesson 6 

 

 


