
 

 

                                                                                    Edition 33: 28th June 2024 

Message from the Headteacher – Mrs John                                                                                   

We have had a very special week this week as we welcomed whole classes of Year 5 students from several 
local primary schools.  Students from Creswick, St John’s Lemsford, Templewood and Applecroft spent a 
morning with us and took part in science experiments and a session in Art.  It was a pleasure to have them 
and we hope they all enjoyed the experience of secondary school.  Next week we look forward to welcoming 
children from Holwell, The Ryde and Howe Dell.  Although our Year 11s have now finished, many returned for 
their induction into Year 12 earlier this week.  Students experienced taster sessions in their chosen subjects 
and got to grips with the consortium buses.  We wish them all the best for their journey in 6th Form. Thank 
you to all our staff who have gone above and beyond to support students whether they are new to secondary 
school life or new to 6th form life.  A quick reminder that next week is our StanFest! This event will showcase 
a range of fantastic performances in lots of different musical styles including Classical, Jazz, Pop and Rock with 
both large and small ensemble performances as well as solos.  Tickets are available to purchase until lunchtime 
on the day via the Arbor School Shop at a cost of £5 for adults and £3 for concessions. If you wish to purchase 
your ‘Stansnacks’ with us please submit your selection on the Arbor shop today.  Further details are over the 
page.  Hope to see you there!  Finally, we wish all our sports boys and girls the best of luck in today’s district 
athletics! 

 
 

Year 7 -10 & 12 Presentation Evening,  
Tuesday 2nd July 2024,  
5.30pm for 6pm start 

We look forward to welcoming our award 
winners and their families to our presentation 
evening on Tuesday. 

Please note, this is by invitation only. 

Students are expected to wear school 
uniform (Year 7-10) and smart ‘office’ wear in 
line with the Stanborough Post 16 policy 
(Year 12).  

 
 

 
Quote of the week:  
 

“A person who never made a mistake never tried anything new”  Albert Einstein 

 
 
Wish you a restful weekend. 
Mrs John 



 

 

Forthcoming Events 
1st – 5th July 
Week A 
 

1st - 3rd July Year 10 MFL Mocks 

1st  
Year 12 Careers Conference 
Year 6 Additional Transition Day 
Holwell Year 5 Taster Day 

2nd  
The Ryde Year 5 Taster Day 
Year 7-10 & 12 Presentation Evening, 5.30pm for 6pm start 
by invitation only 

3rd  
New Staff Induction Day 
Year 5 Maths Enrichment, 3.25-4.15pm 

4th  StanFest, 5pm 

5th  
Year 10 Get Work Ready Day 
Howe Dell Year 5 Taster Day 
Year 12 The Royal Society Trip 

 
 

 
StanFest - 4th July from 5:00pm 

StanFest will be showcasing a range of fantastic performances in lots of different musical styles including 
Classical, Jazz, Pop and Rock with both large and small ensemble performances as well as solos.  

Tickets are available to purchase until lunchtime on the day via the Arbor School Shop at a cost of £5 for 
adults and £3 for concessions. 

There is an option to pre order ‘StanSnacks’ 
at £5 each, these include a choice of wraps 
or sandwiches (chicken, tuna or cheese), 
juice, veggies and dip, crisps or popcorn a 
fresh fruit pot and a choice of either a tray 
bake or cookie. Once you have purchased via 
the Arbor shop please follow this link to 
make your selections: 
https://forms.gle/287ax2zbohGjHQEz9 the 
deadline for ‘StanSnack’ order 
selection/payment is 28th June. Soft drinks 
and water will be available to purchase on 
the day but no food options, so you are very 
welcome to bring your own 
refreshments/picnics.  

https://forms.gle/287ax2zbohGjHQEz9


 

 

Year 7 Residential Bushcraft Visit 
Mrs Abrahams-Green, Deputy Year Leader, Year 7, writes: 

Last week, 134 Year 7s took part in a Bushcraft 
Residential in Boughton Woods, Kettering. We had a 
fantastic time. Students got to experience living 
outdoors for three days in fairly basic conditions and 
I can report that they thrived on it! They were a 
credit to Stanborough with their enthusiasm, 
resilience and willingness to try new things. I am sure 
that life long memories were made and it certainly 
made us appreciate some of the basics we have in 
life such as a warm shower and a soft bed! Well done 
to them all.  

“The bush craft company was 
a very fun experience. We got 
to learn loads of new skills, we 
made a pencil with a knife, 
how to use a first aid blanket 
and what DRAB means 
(danger, response, airway and 
breathing). We also learnt 
how to build a shelter that is 
weather resistant.  Overall, it 
was an amazing experience, 
and I would go again!” 

 
 
 
 
 

Consortium Rounders 

Stanborough took part in the 
Consortium Rounders Competition at 
Monks Walk on Thursday. 

All team members pictured were an 
absolute credit to the school, even the 
slightly over age head of sixth who 
snuck into the team. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Language Leader visit to Commonswood 

Miss Abbott, Second in MFL, writes: 

On Thursday some of the Language Leaders and I, went to lead a French session 
with Year 5 students at Commonswood Primary school. Year 5 were taught some 
sport specific vocabulary and we spoke about the upcoming Olympic Games, 
which will be held in Paris. Our Year 7 Language leaders had prepared games and 
activities for students to participate in to consolidate and practice the new 
vocabulary. The Language Leaders each led their activities with confidence and 
professionalism. Year 5 students were really engaged throughout and, said how 
much they enjoyed the visit and working alongside the Stanborough students. 
The success in today’s session is down to the hard work of the Language Leaders.  

A massive thank you goes to Adewale A, Leena A, Edward K, Sophie L, Sophia M, 
Maddison P and Kyan S.  

 
 

 

 

Applecroft visit 

Mr Bishop, KS3 Leader, English, writes: 

It was a real treat to spend time in one of Stanborough's closest primary 
schools on Tuesday. I went to give Year 5 pupils a taste of the sort of work 
we do in English at secondary school, and also to allay any nerves about 
the move to 'big school'.  

Both classes were wonderfully engaged, sharing their ideas and opinions 
and making lots of interesting points. We read an extract from Philip 
Pullman's 'Northern Lights', before Year 5 wrote their own description of 
a character, thinking about their word choices and the effect they wanted them to have on the reader.  

All in all a very satisfying morning, and what I hope was a useful introduction to life at Stanborough. 

 
 

 



 

 

Duke of Edinburgh, Bronze Award Expedition 
Mr Collinson, DofE Leader, writes: 

Last Friday and Saturday, Year 10 DofE Students went on a two day 
trip to complete the expedition element of the Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh Award. 

The expedition consists of two days walking and a night camping. 
Some students started in Wigginton and others started in Aldbury 
(both near Tring) and walked towards the campsite in Braid Wood. 
On the second day they walked, finishing at the opposite starting 
point. Most student s walked over 30 kilometers over the two days, 
with full packs (some walked even further!). 

Students are self-sufficient for the two days, carrying their 
own equipment, planning their own route and navigating 
their way between the start, campsite and finish points. Not 
only were students battling the distance they had to walk, 
they had to navigate themselves and cope with the weather 
– heat on the first day and a wet morning on the second. 
Also, they had to rely on their team, carrying all of their kit: 
stove, tents, sleeping bags and food.  

All groups successfully completed their expedition, and the 
external assessors were very impressed by the students.  

Below are some comments from some of the students on 
the expedition. 

“I set off, with my team at 8:35am on Friday, excited about 
upcoming adventures ahead of me. Despite getting lost a 
few times we felt victorious at the end and very proud of 
ourselves.” Thomas Lindars 

“My experience in the DofE Expedition was life changing and 
gave me a new perspective to life. It taught me not to rely 
on technology and to appreciate nature and its benefits. I 
believe that we have become too attached to the virtual 
world and need to see the more realistic, wild side of life.” 
Anna Brasovanu 

All students are now required to ensure they finish their 
volunteering, physical and skills sections and have their assessor sign them off. This will mean they have 
completed the award, it will be approved, and certificates and badges will arrive in due course.  

Duke of Edinburgh 2024-25 

We are also launching the Bronze DofE award with the Y9 cohort on Wednesday 3rd July.  This is to give 
them the opportunity to start over the summer and early Y10. Letters and application forms will be emailed 
to parents and will be available on the school website. The deadline for the enrolment fee on Arbor is 
Wednesday 10th July and applications need to be returned to Mr Collinson by this date also.  

We look forward to seeing the next cohort of students complete their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award at 
Stanborough. Have a great summer!



 

 

A Level Induction into Science 

Mrs Shah, Senior Science Technician, writes: 

BIOLOGY 

Apple Juice 
"Made in Stanborough" 
Our enthusiastic 
biologists-to-be practising 
the art of extracting 
apple juice using 
enzymes during our A-
level induction. 
Enzymatic juice extraction from apples was introduced 
30 years ago and now more than 5 million tons of 
apples are processed into juice annually! 

PHYSICS 

"Let there be light" at Stanborough 
Stanborough physicists-to-be busy splitting light into a 
spectrum, investigating "why the sky is blue" and 
analysing the spectrum of a neon discharge tube during 
the A-level Induction. 
 
CHEMISTRY 
Mysteries of the Chemical World 
Stanborough chemists-to-be 
thoroughly enjoying the A-level 
Induction session experimenting 
with unknown chemicals to 
determine their structure, 
properties and behaviour. 
 

 

Student Success 

ParkRun 
Last weekend Joshua, 7BM, collected his half marathon 
wristband at parkrun. He hasn't been doing it long (11 weeks) 
and has settled into it really well. He does both 2k (junior 
parkrun) and 5k (normal parkrun).  
 



 

 

PE Report: 24/06/24 

Miss Novelli, PE Teacher, writes: 

For our penultimate athletics meet of the season before district athletics 
we returned to Westminster Lodge in St Albans. This week we faced 
Veralum, Chancellors, Ridgeway and Knights Templar. 

To begin, our U14 boys achieved four medals this week. Firstly in the 
track events Alban Wadley placed 2nd again in the 1500m with a time of 
5.13 minutes. Lucas Gough also managed to stay 2nd place for another 
week in the 300m with a time of 45 seconds, 1.3 seconds faster than last 
week. Adewale Adekanye completed the track medals in the 100m sprint 
with a 3rd place performance with a time of 13.22 seconds and also had 
success in his field event as he also placed 2nd in triple jump with a 
distance of 9.48m. Overall, as a combined effort the boys placed 4th in 
their age group. 

Our U14 girls achieved five medals this week in both the track and field 
events, firstly Oreo Oyedare continued her 2nd place streak as she 
finished 2nd in hurdles with a time of 14.04 seconds. Newcomer Imara 
Fanning took to the track in the 1500m middle distance race competing 
against students a year older, and impressively placed 2nd with a time of 
6:04 minutes. Maya Gizyska competed in the 800m race and placed 3rd 
with a time of 3:05 minutes, as did the girls relay team, achieving bronze 
with a time of 58.1 seconds. In the field events, Erin Kang was the only 
athlete this week to place on the podium achieving a silver in long jump 
with a distance of 4.07m. As a combined effort the girls placed 5th in their 
age group. 

Our U16 boys achieved an astonishing 11 medals this week in both the track and field events. Firstly, in 
track Chika Chukwu placed 3rd his 100m sprint race with a time of 11.97 seconds, as did Chinaza Amuzie in 
the 200m with a time of 24.6 seconds. Harry Harris also received a bronze for his 800m race with a time of 
2:20.6 minutes, alongside Niko Walsh in the 1500m with a time of 5:10.3 minutes and the boys relay team 
with an impressive time of 51.1 seconds in a very quick race. In the field events, Luka Puica won his shot 
put event with a distance of 9.33m, while Henry Ottoway placed 2nd in javelin with a distance of 28.69m. 
In addition to this, the boys achieved three more bronzes including Oliver Hope with a distance of 4.81m 
in long jump, Zak Lewis with a distance of 18.38m in discus, and Zak Vilka with a distance of 10.36m in triple 
jump. Overall as a combined effort, the boys placed 3rd in their age group. 

To conclude our U16 girls had another standout performance this competition achieving nine medals across 
the competition. Firstly, in track Honor Beverstock won her hurdles event with a time of 14.25 seconds, as 
did Paige Wadley again in the 800m with a time of 2:25 minutes. Summer Appleby also continued the 
winning streak in the 300m sprint with a time of 47.6 seconds as did the girls relay team with seamless 
changeovers and a time of 56.1 seconds. Imogen O’Carrol achieved 2nd place in the 100m sprint with a time 
of 14.65 seconds and Oreo Oyedare achieved 3rd in the 200m sprint with a time of 30.49 seconds. In the 
field events Lily Van placed 2nd in javelin with a distance of 17.88m, 30cm further than the last competition 
and finally Rosie Vangu continued her bronze streak by again placing 3rd in shot put with a distance of 
6.41m, Overall, as a combined effort the girls won their age group for a second time this season! 



 

 

Our final athletics competition this season will be the District Athletics competition on Friday 27th June at 
Ridlins in Stevenage, and we can’t wait to see all of our athletes perform and achieve even more success! 
To accumulate all of the results from the county league athletics competitions this term we now have the 
standings for where each age group placed in the final county league tables. 

The U14 Girls placed 13th out of 25 schools. 
The U14 Boys placed 20th out of 24 schools. 
The U16 Girls also placed 13th out of 24 schools. 
The U16 Boys placed 18th out of 24 schools. 

In addition to our final county league fixture, we also had some exciting cricket fixtures take place. 

Mr Foster writes: 

We took six year 8 boys to the 
Calypso cricket event at the Sele 
School in Hertford. The boys 
competed in a day of cricket 
fixtures where they topped their 
group with some excellent wins 
and a staggering goal difference, 
which ultimately lead them to the 
semi-final. The boys played 
excellently but unfortunately 
narrowly lost to Simon Balle in the 
semi-final. The students were a 
credit to the school in both their 
behaviour and successes on the 
pitch! 

 

Mr Harris writes: 

We also took the year 7 and 9 cricket team to Calypso cricket event at the Sele School in Hertford. The year 
9s finished 4th in a very strong competition. Special congratulations to Max Heath who was playing for the 
year above. The year 7s won their group unbeaten, and then beat Richard Hale in a nail-biting semi-final, 
leading them into the final vs Chauncy! Despite beating Chauncy in the group stages, unfortunately the 
boys just lost out in the final. Player of the whole tournament was Austin Beverstock! The boys were 
impeccably behaved and were a credit to the school #upthegreens! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PE Extra-Curricular Clubs 

 

Lunch time, 1.20 – 1.55pm Year Location Teacher 

Wednesday Dance Year 7, 8 & 9 Gym Miss Novelli  

 
 

After School, 3 – 4.15pm Year Location Teacher 

Monday Softball All Years Gym Mr Foster 

Tuesday Athletics All Years Sports Hall All PE Staff 

Wednesday 
Rounders All Years Sports Hall 

Mrs Harris,  
Miss Novelli,  
Miss Newman  

Cricket All Years Sports Hall Mr Harris 

Friday No Clubs 

 
This term’s sports fixtures are available to download from our website, 

https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/2024-Fixture-List-Feb24.pdf 
 

All our clubs and activities are listed on our website, 
 https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/clubs-activities/ 

Question of the Week: 

Mr McCarthy, 11SE Tutor and Teacher of RPE,  
CSE and Finance, writes: 

Does every action and everybody deserve to be forgiven? 

To get a silver write 2 paragraphs providing a for argument and 
an against argument. 

To get a bronze answer the question as best you can. 

Thanks for taking part. 

Send your answers to Dmccarthy@stanborough.herts.sch.uk 

 

Root word of the week 
W/c 1st July 2024 
 

https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/2024-Fixture-List-Feb24.pdf
https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/clubs-activities/
mailto:Dmccarthy@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

HAPpy Holiday Activities 

HAPpy Camps are provided here in Hertfordshire as part of the Government’s Holiday Activity and Food 
Programme. They offer free fun, food, and physical activity for children, meaning less for you to organise 
as a family. They can also free up a vital few hours over the holiday for you as a parent or carer, as 
children can attend camps without you. 

If your child receives free school meals please check your email for a letter about this summer’s HAPpy 
holiday activities. 

 

 

 


