
 

 

                                                                                    Edition 20: 14th February 2025 

Message from the Headteacher – Mrs John                                                                                   
A huge thank you to all our staff and students involved in this year’s school production, Matilda.  It has been 
a busy week with several days of rehearsals and two evening performances.  It was wonderful to watch our 
talented musicians, singers, dancers and actors on the stage.  Thanks also to our sound and light team!  To 
celebrate Valentine’s day today our sixth form team delivered roses to some special people and I hear 
hundreds of roses were pre-ordered for loved ones! Next week is half term week and I hope you all have a 
restful break.  We return on Monday 24th February and a quick reminder that we have an inset day on Friday 
28th February so school will be closed to all students. 
 

Headteacher’s Commendations 
Jack Dolton and King-David Owusu, Yr.7 
for excellent support with the recent 
Deputy Headteacher Student Panel; 
Sophie Lawson and Logan Humbles, Yr.8 
for excellent support with the recent 
Deputy Headteacher Student Panel; 
Nkunim Ofori and Jimmy Dykes, Yr.9 for 
excellent support with the recent Deputy 
Headteacher Student Panel; 
Emelia Hickey and Tandie Chitungo, Yr.10 
for excellent support with the recent 
Deputy Headteacher Student Panel; 
Chidera Isiguzo, Yr.12 for excellent support 
with the recent Deputy Headteacher Student Panel; 
Ezra Vermeulen, Yr.7 for writing four excellent books about his character ‘Zee the Cat’; 
Elodie Powers-Small, Yr.7 for reading a million words since September and becoming a millionaire reader; 
Svaniik Modi, Yr.7 for completing advanced coding with JavaScript and achieving Blue Belt in Coding Club; 
Favour Ogunbadewa, Yr.7 for achieving an Amber Award at Swimming Club; 
Cody Farrow, Yr.8 for receiving 3 awards with the Barn Theatre for film making and acting; 
Daniel Harrison, Yr.9 for receiving a trophy for ‘Outstanding Creativity’ with his digital Film Making Club; 
Yolanda Mwanyangwa, Yr.10 for and excellent start to Stanborough school with a very positive attitude to 
learning; 
Luisa Ilisoi, Yr.12 for consistent hard work during Sixth form study time; 
Elisha Baffour, Yr.13 for consistent hard work during Sixth form study time. 
 
 

Quote of the week:  
 
“Love yourself first and everything else falls into line. You really have to love yourself to get anything done in 
this world.” Lucille Ball 
 
Wish you a restful half term break. 
Mrs John 
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Forthcoming Events 
24th – 28th February 
Week B 
 

17th – 21st  Half Term 

25th – 27th  Year 11 Mock Exams 

25th  Post 18 Evening, Online 

26th  Year 7 Author Visit 

28th  INSET Day, school closed to students 

 
 

School Drop Off / Pick Up Reminder 

Can we please remind parents/carers, again, to be considerate at all times when picking up or dropping 
off your children.  Other road users are finding it frustrating when cars suddenly stop in the road and a 
car door is flung open. There are double yellow lines outside the school to prevent delays for drivers and 
promote the safety of pedestrians when crossing the road. 

Please do not block driveways or cause congestion in the roads surrounding Lemsford Lane.  

We would also ask that you do not use the entrance to the school car parks themselves to drop students 
off as this also causes disruption. 

Thank you for your support. 



 

 

The Brilliant Club 

Mr Hughes, HLTA, writes; 

Our ten Brilliant Club students were an 
outstanding credit to themselves and to 
Stanborough School earlier this week at Balliol 
College Oxford. 

Even after factoring in a degree of natural bias, 
Amy and Gabriel gave the best spoken 
performances of all 20+ schools at the 
graduation ceremony in the Town Hall. 

And of course, we are immensely proud of the 
work ethic of all to complete their additional studies towards this prestigious award. 

 

 

Student Success 

Jessica, 7BM, completed her 10th show with Wexli Academy at Campus West 
and was awarded a trophy for this. 

Hugo, 7HM, progressed two levels up in swimming 
to gain a bronze award this week. 

 

Social Media @ Stanborough 

Follow us on X, Facebook and Instagram to see all our 

news, events, updates and student successes 

 

X - @StanboroughS  

Facebook - StanboroughschoolWGC 

Instagram - Stanboroughschool 



 

 

Year 7 Disco 
The year 7 disco seemed like a lot of fun for our students!! Thanks to the staff members and our sixth form 
student leadership team for their support.  

 
 

Year 11 – 13 Aerospace Engineering Talk, Monday 
3rd March 2025 

Year 11 -13 students who are interested in a career in 
science/engineering are invited to join a 10 minute talk on 
aerospace engineering, followed by a Q&A session - Monday 
3rd March in the main hall, 8.35-9am.  

Year 11 student must go to tutor time to register first. 

 

 

 



 

 

World Book Day,  
Thursday 6th March 2025 

Miss Davies, Literacy Co-ordinator, writes: 

Year 7 and 8 students are invited to 
take part in this year’s World Book Day 
on Thursday 6th March. 

See the posters for all the activities on 
offer in school that day! 

 

Time for a sort out, 
we want your 
books! 

It is World Book Day 
on Thursday 6th March! Once again, the 
Eco Ambassadors will be holding a 
BOOK SWAP in the LRC at lunchtime. 
This event encourages and celebrates 
the exchange and sharing of pre-loved 
items to reduce the impact on the 
environment and our finances! 

If students have any books at home – 
fiction or non-fiction - that they are 
willing to donate they can take them to 
the LRC from Monday 3rd March or just 
bring them directly to the Book Swap 
table in the LRC on Thursday lunchtime. 

All students are welcome to select any books from our table that they wish to read 
– for FREE - even if they haven’t donated any. 

Please ensure all books are suitable for students aged 11-18. 

Thank you in advance from your Eco Ambassadors! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Root Word  
of the Week 

W/c 24th February 2025 



 

 

MFL Cartoon Strip 

Miss Abbott, Second in MFL, writes:  

This week, the MFL department are talking about aspects which they do not consider 
to be a part of their personalities.  

Read the comic strip aloud, in the language which you study, and email the recording 
to your French/Spanish teacher to earn a Silver award on Class Charts. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

National Apprenticeship Week 2025, 10th – 14th February  

Mrs Stamp, Careers Leader, writes: 

As a prelude to National Apprenticeship Week selected interested students 
attended Generation Welwyn Hatfield's Careers Fair at the Fielder 
Centre on Friday 7th February. The event took the form of a traditional 
Careers Fair aimed to help inspire and inform students about future job 
prospects, apprenticeship roles and even part-time and seasonal work by 
giving students the opportunity to network with potential employers.   

If you would like to know more about apprenticeships, there is lots of 
information for parents and students online. I recommend downloading 
the Amazing Apprenticeships Parents/Carers Guide 2025 

Choices Magazine - February Parent & Carers Guide - Amazing 
Apprenticeships  

This contains information and advice on the different levels 
of apprenticeship roles and T levels  

Students have been doing activities in careers tutor times. Find plenty more fun and informative games 
and videos here. https://amazingapprenticeships.com/naw/ 

 

Year 11 Applying for Apprenticeship Roles Next Year 

Careers advisor Lucy Osman ran an extra session full of advice hints and tips for a selected group of Year 
11s who would like to gain an apprenticeship next year 

 

Post 16 Apprenticeship Workshop 

Year 12 and Year 13s were fortunate to be visited by a past student and successful degree apprentice, 
Louise Grenfell, for an informative talk on her experience.  She offered pragmatic tips on how to be 
successful and a reminder on the importance of resilience and perseverance.  Students should be ready to 
do at least ten applications in the hope to secure their apprenticeship role.  

Employers from the Paypoint Team made a huge impact by giving all willing Year 13s a 
lengthy mock interview with their C.V. and then giving some feedback.  Our Post 16 students rose to the 
challenge and created a positive impression.  

As some companies launch their apprenticeship roles during National Apprenticeship Week - interested 
students/parents should focus on searching - you could use the national website to see what is on offer, 

Find an apprenticeship - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) .   

https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/choices-magazine-february-parent-carers-guide/
https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/choices-magazine-february-parent-carers-guide/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/naw/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship


 

 

Clubs and Activities Spring Term 2025 
We are very pleased to be able to offer students a variety of extra-curricular clubs and activities and 
encourage students to take part in at least two extra-curricular activities a week. 

Lunch Time 

Day Club/Activity Year Group Location 
Member of staff 
responsible 

Monday Young Carers Group (invite only) Year 7 - 11 G6 Mrs Stratton 

 Culture & Change Society All Years G1 Miss Davies & Mr Torindo 

Tuesday KS3 French KS3 A G17 Jeanne 

 Language Leaders (invite only) Year 7  G19 Miss Abbott 

Wednesday Concert Band (Woodwind & Brass) All Years MD4 Miss Naylor 

 Guitar Club All Years  P1 Mr Hartley 

Thursday Ukulele Club All Years P1 Mr Hartley 

 Music Theory Club All Years MD3 Miss Naylor 

 KS3 Spanish KS3 G17 Julia 

 LGBTQ+ Group All Years G22 TBC 

 Script Writing Club Year 9+ C4 Mrs Buist 

 Geography Club KS3 F10 
Mrs MacDonald & Sixth 
Form Ambassadors 

Friday KS3 Art Club KS3  A1 Miss Hagan 

 Discover Club All Years MR2 Beth Ann 

 Music Technology Club Year 10 & 11 MD3 Miss Naylor 

 KS3 French  KS3 B G17 Jeanne 



 

 

After School   

Day Club/Activity Year Group Time Location 
Member of staff 
responsible 

Monday Chorus All Years 3-4pm MD3 Miss Naylor & Mr Mollison 

 Self-Defence Club * All Years 3.30-4.30pm Gym Mr Fanning 

 
Geography 
Documentaries Club 

All Years 3-4pm F18 Miss Andrews 

Tuesday Nature & Eco Club All Years 3-4.15pm 
Meet in 
S10 

Dr Jolly 

 History Film Club All Years 3-3.50pm F15 Miss Browne 

 Keyboard Club Year 7 - 9 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison 

 Robot Rumble & VEX Club 
By 
invitation  

3-5pm C1 
MBDA Ambassadors &  
Mr Brown 

 Lego Robotics Club All Years 3.15-4.15pm C1/C5 Mr Brown 

Wednesday School Production All Years 3-4pm MD1 Miss Naylor & Mr Jones 

Thursday Sound and Light Team All Years 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison 

 Chess Club All Years 3-4pm LRC Miss Wilson 

Friday Maths Enrichment All Years 3.30-4.30pm C3 Mrs Coldwell 

 Debate Club All Years 3-4.30pm F16 Mr Collinson 

 Coding Club All Years 3.15-4.15pm C1 Mr Brown 

* * If you would like to join self-defence club please complete the application form and return to Mr Fanning 
https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Stanborough-Self-Defence-club-information-and-
application-form-0924CF.pdf 

 

https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Stanborough-Self-Defence-club-information-and-application-form-0924CF.pdf
https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Stanborough-Self-Defence-club-information-and-application-form-0924CF.pdf


 

 

Stanborough School PE Department - Extra Curricular Clubs  

 
Lunch time 
(1.20pm – 1.55pm) 

Year Location Teacher in charge 

Monday 
Basketball 
Free Practice  

Year 11 Sports Hall Mr Harris 

Dance All Years Gym Miss Novelli 

Tuesday Volleyball Year 10 & 11 Sports Hall Mr Foster 

Wednesday 
Basketball 
Free Practice 

Year 7 & 8 Sports Hall Mr Harris & Mr Walker 

Thursday 
Basketball  
Free Practice 

Year 9 & 10 Sports Hall Mr Foster & Mr Harris 

Friday Badminton All Years Sports Hall 
Mr Minion 
 

 

 
Afterschool  
(3.00-4.15pm) 

Year Location Teacher in charge 

Monday Basketball  Year 7  Sports Hall Mr Minion & Mr Walker 

Tuesday 

Basketball Year 7 - 10 Sports Hall Mr Harris 

Netball  
(until Feb half term) 

Year 8-11 Sports Hall 
Mrs Harris, Miss Newman 
& Miss Novelli 

Breakdancing Club All Years Gym Mr Martinelli 

Wednesday 

Volleyball 
Year 11 &  
6th Form 

Sports Hall 
Mr Foster & Mr Harris 

Table Tennis All Years 3-4pm Mr Woodward 

Girls Football All Years 
Sports Hall & 
Field 

Miss Novelli, Mr Walker  
& Miss Newman 

Thursday 

Volleyball Year 9 & 10 Field 
Mr Minion, Mr Harris  
& Mr Foster 

Netball 
(until Feb half term) 

Year 7 Sports Hall Ms Cheal 

Friday No Clubs 

 

Please note: Fixtures/Interhouse events will take priority over training. 

Poor weather conditions may also affect the running of extra curriculum clubs. 

Exams will take place in the Sports Hall  
so no clubs that use the Sports Hall location will run during the exam period. 



 

 

Homework Support, Study & Catch-up Sessions 

Homework club is for any students in the year group who would like to complete homework in a school 
computer room after school. Homework club will run from 3-4pm on the relevant day.  

 

Year  Day Time Room  Staff Member 

Year 7 Wednesday 3-4pm C3 
Mrs Stratton,  
Miss Martins  

Year 7 -11 Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 3-4pm C2 Miss Martins 

 
Subject Year Group Day Time Location Staff Member 

Art Catch-up 
KS4 & KS5 Monday 3-4pm A6 Ms Saalinki 

KS4 Monday 3-4pm A5 / A1 
Mrs Butterworth / 
Miss Hagan 

Music GCSE 
Drop-in 

Year 10 & 11 
Music Students 

Monday 1.30-2pm MD3 Miss Naylor 

Spanish 
Support 

KS4 Monday 3-4pm G19 Miss Abbott 

KS3 Maths Year 7, 8 & 9 Monday 
1.20-2pm  

G9 Mr McEwan 
3-4pm 

3D Catch-up KS4 Monday 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor 

Hospitality & 
Catering 
Catch-up 

KS4 Monday 3-4pm A1 Miss Hagan 

Business 
(invite only) 

Year 10 & 11 Wednesday 1.20-2pm C10 Business Staff 

Maths 
Revision KS5  

Year 12/13 Wednesday 12.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell 

3D Catch-up KS3/KS4 Thursday 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor 

MFL 
Homework 
Club 

All Years Thursday 3-4pm G19 Miss Abbott 

Maths 
Revision KS5 

Year 12/13 Friday 1.20-2pm G7 Mrs Coldwell 

3D Catch-up KS3 Friday 1.20-2pm A4 Mr Beevor 

 
 
Spring Term Clubs and Activities Booklet 
 

https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Clubs-and-Activities_Booklet-SPRING-TERM-2025.pdf
https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Clubs-and-Activities_Booklet-SPRING-TERM-2025.pdf


 

 

 

 
School Nursing Newsletter 
The winter newsletter from the 
school nursing team is available to 
download from our website, 

https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Newsletter-2025-Teen-final-05-02-
25.pdf 
 
 

 
LSP Newsletter, February 2025 
The latest Welwyn Garden City & 
Hatfield Schools Partnership 
newsletter is now available to 
download from our website, 
 

https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/WGCH-Newsletter-Feb-2025.pdf 
 
 

https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Newsletter-2025-Teen-final-05-02-25.pdf
https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Newsletter-2025-Teen-final-05-02-25.pdf
https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/WGCH-Newsletter-Feb-2025.pdf
https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Newsletter-2025-Teen-final-05-02-25.pdf


 

 

Message from Arriva - £3 cap and Student/Child Direct Debit Tickets 
 

 
 


