
 

 

                                                                                    Edition 29: 9th May 2025 

Message from the Headteacher – Mrs John                                                                                   
Yesterday the school was filled with red, white and blue as we celebrated the 80th anniversary of VE Day.  
Thank you to all the Year 7 and 8 students who took part in the additional homework opportunity to submit 
how they commemorated the day. See over the page for a small sample of the wonderful poems, drawings 
and investigations into VE Day organised by Mrs Stamp, joint subject leader for History.  Today we said good 
luck and farewell to our Year 13s in a final assembly.  The morning was finished off with fancy dress rounders!   
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Whelan-Hind, Mrs Armitage and the Year 13 team for their 
exceptional support throughout the last two years.  The dedication, care, and expertise they have shown, both 
in their academic guidance and personal support, have been integral to the success of these students. Thank 
you to all our sixth form teachers for providing the students with the very best in terms of teaching and 
support. We have several important meetings for parents of students who are going on our residential trips 
taking place after the half term break.  Please ensure you attend these meetings as they offer an opportunity 
for staff to speak about the itinerary and all the arrangements as well as an opportunity for parents to ask any 
questions. 
 

Headteacher’s Commendations 
Ella Kirby, Yr.7 for taking part in a dance competition 
and finishing in 2nd place. 
Harriet Arnold, Yr.7 for attending the Mother’s Day 
parade with her Guides unit and supporting with 
collecting donations. 
Favour Adesanya, Favour Ogunbadewa and Hannah 
Nelson, Yr.7 for taking part in the ‘Culture Fest’ 
assembly and speaking with such confidence. 
Leena Alhassan, Yr.8 for taking part in the ‘Culture Fest’ 
assembly and speaking with such confidence. 
Katie Eason, Yr.8 for performing at the O2 Arena with her stage coach. 
Annalise Horner, Yr.8 for consistently outstanding attitude to learning across all lessons. 
Alban Wadley, Yr.8 for winning the ‘Junior Park Run’ with an outstanding time. 
Mobina Mirzayi, Yr.9 for increasing her reading age by 3 years across a period of a year. 
Robert Clayton, Kate Kirby, Ellie McHugh, George Potter and Benjamin Weetman, Yr.9 for excellence in 
Oracy: Presenting an argument about the Death Penalty with clarity and confidence. 
Benedicta Baffour, Yr.10 for excellent peer mentoring for last term. 
Leah Howe, Yr.12 for exceptional dedication and progress in Art. 
Michael Frimpong Kwofie, Yr.13 for consistent outstanding dedication to studies after school. 
 

Quote of the week:  
"You cannot change what you are, only what you do."   
Philip Pullman 

 
 
Wish you a restful weekend.  
Mrs John 



 

 

Headteacher Commendations 

 



 

 

Top 10 ATL Students, Spring Term 2025 

Well done to our top 10 students who secured the highest “Attitude to learning” score in the spring term. We hope 
you enjoyed your break time with the Headteacher this week! 

 
Year 7 

 
Year 9  

 
Year 10 

Student Name Form ATL Score 

Sila Rashleigh 7SM 3.74 

Max Holmes 7KK 3.67 

Ella Kirby 7SM 3.67 

Rosie Wu 7KK 3.65 

Livia Gorelli Simone 7SE 3.64 

Grace Kirby 7KK 3.63 

Isha Samad 7KL 3.61 

Jack Dolton 7BM 3.60 

Charlotte Flin 7BP 3.60 

Kruthi Kasiviswanathan 7KK 3.59 

Evelyn Rayner 7KK 3.59 

Student Name Form ATL Score 

Wojciech Napiorkowski 9HC 3.82 

Kolin Varhelyi 9HM 3.79 

Flavius Azoitei 9BP 3.70 

Jimmy Dykes 9KL 3.68 

Kloe Francis 9KK 3.67 

Noah McQuillen 9HM 3.59 

Amy Macdonald 9KK 3.59 

Nola Olson 9BP 3.59 

Oreoluwa Oyedare 9BM 3.53 

Laura Murray 9SE 3.48 

Zachary Palin 9SE 3.48 

Student Name Form ATL Score 

Jude Sheppard  10BP  3.79  

Maja Hoss  10SE  3.76  

Phoebe Spanoudakis  10HC  3.72  

Emelia Hickey  10HC  3.72  

Minnat Mustafa  10HM  3.69  

Tiona Shulemaja  10SM  3.69  

Violet Stokes  10KK  3.69  

David Antunes  10BM  3.59  

Fraser Gibbs  10SM  3.59  

Cait McIntosh  10SM  3.59  



 

 

Forthcoming Events 
12th – 16th May 2025 
Week A 

6th – 16th  Year 8 Internal Exams in Classes 

12th  House Dance Rehearsals, 3-5pm 

15th  Year 10 Berlin Trip Information Evening, 5.15 – 7pm 

20th  Year 9 Florence Trip Parent Meeting, 5.30-6.30pm 

22nd  Year 7 PGL Trip Parent Meeting, 5-6pm 

26th – 30th  Half Term Week 

 

Student Success 

Bogdan, 7BP, recently won two bronze medals for judo.  He competed at the 
Southhampton Samurai Judo Competition in April and the BJC National 
Championships in Kettering last weekend.  Well done, Bogdan! 

Amelia, 7KL, went back to her primary 
school, Green Lanes, last Sunday to help 
at the annual ‘Bun Run’ Easter event. 
She helped run the very popular sweet 
selling stall with her sister. She had to 
take orders, then fill up the sweet cups 
and take payments from parents and 
students. 
She really enjoyed being part of this 
event and having some responsibility 
being in charge of the stall.  

Michael, 8BM, wrote a poem titled 
“Peace” for the Young Writer’s Poetry 
Escape - Voices from the UK competition. 
We are pleased that Michael’s poem has 
been selected for publication. 
Michael also took his grade 3 Piano exam, 
even though he was unwell on the day of his 
exam, he passed with a Merit. 
Well done Michael!  

Congratulations to Matthew, Y13 who has 
passed his Grade 8 Singing with distinction! 

 



 

 

Maths Competitions Galore! 

Mrs Coldwell, STEM Leader, Mathematics, writes: 

Competition mathematics continues to feature strongly in Stanborough’s extra-curricular offer but an 
update is long overdue. The most recent competition, the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge, saw 56 Year 7 
and Year 8 students complete an individual paper of 25 multiple choice questions, but the results are not 
yet in for that one.  

The Intermediate Challenge, which took 
place at the end of January resulted in one 
Gold (David Antunes, also Best in School), ten 
Silvers (Rebecca Sanders, also Best in Year; 
Maxim Tabany, also Best in Year; Robert 
Winnie, Alec Lowe, Moses Mbokolo, Charles 
Perrott, Waiswa Abdalla, Fraser Gibbs, Zara 
Millar and Ravi Jalath Thanthri) and 17 
Bronze certificates (Kiran Chauhan, Isobel 
Harrington, Daniel Jude, Yasemen Savasci, 
Kashvi Rabadia, Tuan Ilan Sallay, Kloe Francis, 
James Robinson, Maja Hoss, Olti Skenderi, 
Natalie Eckland, Emelia Hickey, Charlotte Winston, Cait McIntosh, Oliver Model-Shepherd, Charlie Cook 
and Andreas Michael). David went on to earn a Bronze certificate in the Kangaroo follow-on round. 

The Senior Challenge took place in the autumn term and also produced a full complement of certificates 
and follow-on rounds. Golds went to Aidan Wadley (also Best in School), Tameem Alom, Ben Paddick and 
Genna Yuen (also Best in Year). Silvers went to Daniel Harrington, Zara Millar (also Best in Year), Ollie 
Thornton, Fraser Gibbs (also Best in Year), Adam O'Connor, Austin Ashby and David Antunes. Bronze 
certificates went to Joel Evans, Joshua Jeffrey, Sam Roper, Maya Hirani, Waiswa Abdalla, Eyan Mampilly, 
Mia Perry, Maggie Moylan, Poppy King, Andreas Michael, Reinas Paulionka, Denise Karota, Sam Ward, 
Oscar Boyle, Stephen Grigg, Gavriel Jedd Lagman, Panos Stoli, Navil Ahmed, Ihsan Uddin, Nathan Biba, 
Beatrice Cristea, Jack Tang and Miriam Mbokolo. Tameem and Ben went on to achieve Merits in the 
Kangaroo follow-on. 

Team competitions have occurred more recently with Year 10 and Year 7 before Easter and Year 8 just 
before the Junior Maths Challenge last week. Year 10s joined the online Year 10 Maths Feast, competing 
against schools all over the country. David Antunes, Benedicta Baffour, Amrita Das, Birce Esat, Caolán 
Fanning, Fraser Gibbs, Han Guo, Emelia Hickey, Maja Hoss, Cecily Judge, Tymon Lipiec, Cait McIntosh, Seth 
Morgan, Darko Murphy, King Harold Owusu, Noah Paddick, Anna Pennell, Charlie Perrott, Omar Refaat, 
Jasper Robinson, Tess Settle, Olti Skenderi, Izabela Swidrak, Ke Vi, Nico  Walsh and Robert Winnie formed 
teams of 3 or 4 to answer questions in a wide variety of contexts, from cubes and ribbons to broken 
calculators. The Year 7 and Year 8 County Team competitions followed a similar format, with rounds on 
general maths problems as well as estimation and memory. Our Year 7 representatives were Summer 
Thurgood, Finn Vickers, Bella Harris, Arjun Mathew, Zaid Sounni, Olive Frederic, Zoe Harrington, Sila 
Rashleigh, Keyaan Alom, McKayla Dimgba, Max Fielder and Svaniik Modi. For Year 8, it was Riyaansh 
Mathew, Edward Kane, Michael Lines, Alban Wadley, Lucas Gomes, Huxley Lewis, Maddison Payne, Sophia 
Muca, Sophie Lawson, Bethany Redmond, Logan Humbles and Brandon Knight. As the Year 8 challenge only 
took place recently, there is still a chance that one of our teams will qualify for the final as a wild card. 

Many other students are taking part in online maths masterclasses outside of school and I would encourage 
all parents and students to look at https://parallel.org.uk/ for further opportunities. 

https://parallel.org.uk/


 

 

VE Day 80th Anniversary at Stanborough 

On Thursday we marked the VE Day 80th Anniversary around the school. 

 

Mrs Stamp, Joint Subject Leader: History, writes: 

KS3 students were invited to commemorate VE day by choosing an option from 
our homework menu over Easter.  These included 

• Writing a book review on a novel about WW2 or writing their own poem about 
peace.  

• Visiting an exhibit  (e.g. Imperial War museum but could be anything local) and 
writing up what was learnt about WW2 

• Visiting a War memorial and leaving a reflection dedicated to the soldiers who 
sacrificed their lives. 

• Holding a tea party dedicated to a soldier they had researched. 
• Interviewing your family about any experiences members had with WW2 and 

how they commemorated VE day. 
• Designing three triangles of bunting for VE day to reflect the importance of it. 

It is self-evident that War is divisive! We hoped to commemorate the courage and sacrifice of past 
generations in an educational way that is respectful to all.  Some of you will be hearing I delved into some 
research of my husband's family and my brother-in-law's German mother's experience of WW2 as part of 
my own commemorations.  VE day Assemblies took place this week.
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Clubs and Activities Summer Term 2025 
We are very pleased to be able to offer students a variety of extra-curricular clubs and activities and 
encourage students to take part in at least two extra-curricular activities a week. 

Clubs & Activities Summer Term Booklet 

Lunch Time 

Day Club/Activity Year Group Location 
Member of staff 
responsible 

Monday Young Carers Group (invite only) Year 7 - 11 G6 Mrs Stratton 

 Culture & Change Society All Years G1 Miss Davies & Mr Torindo 

Tuesday KS3 French KS3 A G17 Jeanne 

 Language Leaders (invite only) Year 7  G19 Miss Abbott 

Wednesday Concert Band (Woodwind & Brass) All Years MD4 Miss Naylor 

Thursday Music Theory Club All Years MD3 Miss Naylor 

 KS3 Spanish KS3 G17 Julia 

 LGBTQ+ Group All Years F6 Ms Butcher 

 Script Writing Club Year 9+ C4 Mrs Buist 

 Geography Club KS3 F10 
Mrs MacDonald & Sixth 
Form Ambassadors 

Friday KS3 Art Club KS3  A1 Miss Hagan 

 Discover Club All Years MR2 Beth Ann 

 Music Technology Club Year 10 & 11 MD3 Mr Mollison 

 KS3 French  KS3 B G17 Jeanne 

 

After School   

Day Club/Activity Year Group Time Location 
Member of staff 
responsible 

Monday Chorus All Years 3-4pm MD3 Miss Naylor & Mr Mollison 

 House Dance Rehearsals All Years 3-4.15pm Gym Miss Novelli 

 3D Design Club All Years 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor 

Tuesday Nature & Eco Club All Years 3-4.15pm 
Meet in 
S10 

Dr Jolly 

 Keyboard Club Year 7 - 9 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison 

 Lego Robotics Club All Years 3.15-4.15pm C1/C5 Mr Brown 

Wednesday Table Tennis All Years 3-4pm Gym Mr Woodward 

 Book Club Year 11-13 3-4pm F5 Ms Tomic 

Thursday Sound and Light Team All Years 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison 

 Chess Club All Years 3-4pm LRC Miss Wilson 

Friday Maths Enrichment All Years 3.30-4.30pm C3 Mrs Coldwell 

 3D Design Club All Years 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor 

 Coding Club All Years 3.15-4.15pm C1 Mr Brown 

https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Clubs-and-Activities_Booklet-SUMMER-TERM-2025.pdf


 

 

Social Media @ Stanborough 

Follow us on X, Facebook and Instagram to see all our news, events, updates and student successes 

X - @StanboroughS 

Facebook - StanboroughschoolWGC 

Instagram - Stanboroughschool 

Sports & PE Extra Curricular Clubs  

The SOCS Sports Calendar is now available on our website under What’s On/Sports Calendar, 
Stanborough School, Welwyn Garden City | Sports Home 

 

 Lunch time 
(1.20pm – 1.55pm) 

Year Location Teacher in charge 

Monday 

Basketball 
Free Practice  

Year 11 Sports Hall Mr Harris 

Dance All Years Gym Miss Novelli 

Tuesday Volleyball Year 10 & 11 Sports Hall Mr Foster 

Wednesday 
Basketball 
Free Practice 

Year 7 & 8 Sports Hall Mr Harris & Mr Walker 

Thursday 
Basketball  
Free Practice 

Year 9 & 10 Sports Hall Mr Foster & Mr Harris 

Friday Badminton All Years Sports Hall Mr Minion 

 

 
Afterschool  
(3.00-4.15pm) 

Year Location Teacher in charge 

Monday Softball All Years  Sports Hall Mr Foster 

 

Tuesday 

Cricket All Years  Sports Hall Mr Harris 

Athletics All Years Sports Hall PE Staff 

Wednesday Table Tennis All Years Gym Mr Woodward 

Thursday Rounders All Years Sports Hall 
Miss Cheal, Miss Novelli & 
Miss Newman 

Friday No Clubs    

 

Please note: Fixtures/Interhouse events will take priority over training. 

Poor weather conditions may also affect the running of extra curriculum clubs. 

Exams will take place in the Sports Hall  
so no clubs that use the Sports Hall location will run during the exam period. 

 
 

https://sport.stanborough.herts.sch.uk/


 

 

Homework Support, Study & Catch-up Sessions 

Homework club is for any students in the year group who would like to complete homework in a school 
computer room after school. Homework club will run from 3-4pm on the relevant day.  

 

Year  Day Time Room  Staff Member 

Year 7 Wednesday 3-4pm C3 
Mrs Stratton,  
Miss Martins  

Year 7 -11 Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 3-4pm C2 Miss Martins 

 
Subject Year Group Day Time Location Staff Member 

Art Catch-up KS4 Monday 3-4pm A5 / A1 
Mrs Butterworth / 
Miss Hagan 

Music GCSE 
Drop-in 

Year 10 & 11 
Music Students 

Monday 1.30-2pm MD3 Miss Naylor 

Spanish 
Support 

KS4 Monday 3-4pm G19 Miss Abbott 

KS3 Maths Year 7, 8 & 9 Monday  3-4pm G9 
Mr McEwan &  
Mr Woodward 

3D Catch-up KS4 Monday 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor 

Hospitality & 
Catering 
Catch-up 

KS4 Monday 3-4pm A5 Miss Hagan 

Business 
(invite only) 

Year 10 & 11 Wednesday 1.20-2pm C10 Business Staff 

Maths 
Revision KS5  

Year 12/13 Wednesday 12.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell 

GCSE Further 
Maths 

Year 10 & 11 Thursday 3-4pm G9 
Mr McEwan &  
Mr Woodward 

MFL 
Homework 
Club 

All Years Thursday 3-4pm G19 Miss Abbott 

Maths 
Revision KS5 

Year 12/13 Friday 1.20-2pm G7 Mrs Coldwell 

 
 
 Root Word of the Week 

W/c 12th May 2025 
 



 

 

 

Family Lives Parenting Groups & Workshops - Summer Term 2025 
 
 


