
 

 

                                                                                    Edition 4: 3rd October 2025 

Message from the Headteacher – Mrs John                                                                                   
The first of our big House events took place last Friday as we held our House celebration day and Run for 
Stanborough.  House points will be updated monthly on our website as we move through the year and more 
points are accumulated.  Following a busy open evening last week we have held the first two of our six open 
mornings this week.  Again attendance from prospective parents and students was high and it was a pleasure 
to welcome them to our school during a normal school day and our working environment.   Places are filling 
up quickly so if you would like to attend one of our upcoming open mornings I urge you to book in quickly, 
details are over the page.  A reminder for all our current parents/carers to please speak to their children about 
road safety and behaviour on the way to and from school.  Pick up and drop off is always a busy time and we 
ask parents not to stop or park outside the school gates.  The safety of all road users is important to us and 
we thank you for your support.  A reminder that Monday is an INSET day and school will be closed to students 
for teacher training. 
 
 

Headteacher’s Commendations 
Scarlett Gumede and Lola Flack, Yr.7 for 
performing at the Royal Albert Hall with 
their performing arts school Theatretrain 
in the show, “We’re Gonna Change the 
World”. 
Charlotte Flin, Yr.8 for early completion of 
an outstanding Tudor Monarch Storybook 
project for an Open Evening display. 
Iliana Aquilina, Yr.9 for passing her GCSE 
Greek exam with a grade 6. 
Sofia Protic and Edward Kane, Yr.9 for an 
exceptional entry to the Royal 
Geographical Society’s Young Geographer 
of the year competition and having work submitted for the national competition. 
Daniel Harrison, Yr.10 for outstanding determination and adventurous spirt in successfully climbing 
Snowdon. 
Sophie Hill, Yr.11 for outstanding hard work and dedication to revision for her GCSE exams. 
Jan Strozewski, Yr.13 for an outstanding speech and excellent eye for detail at the recent Open Evening. 
Vashek Parisi, Yr.13 for outstanding piano performances at the recent Open Evening. 
 
 

Quote of the week:  
 

“Behaviour is a mirror in which everyone displays his own image.” 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
 
Wish you a restful weekend. 
Mrs John 



 

 

Headteacher Commendations 

 

Forthcoming Events 
6th – 10th October 2025 
Week B 
 

6th  INSET Day, school closed to students 

7th  Open Morning, by appointment only 

9th  Open Morning, by appointment only 

 

 
 
Open Mornings 
Please contact openmorning@stanborough.herts.sch.uk to 
book a place. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:openmorning@stanborough


 

 

Calling all businesses/ generous individuals!!!! 

Mrs Vlijter, Assistant Headteacher, writes: 

We have an amazing opportunity for you to give back to the community AND reward the hard work and 
significant efforts of our young people AND advertise your business / promote an industry/ subject close 
to your heart. 

Wow - how can you refuse, and what is it? - I hear you ask! 

We are running a little low on some of our established academic / community awards for our GCSE and A 
level leavers. We would love it if you would like to contribute an award / money for an award / vouchers/ 
gift certificate for this purpose. We'd be grateful!! 

If you're interested, and would like to know more, please make contact with Mrs Vlijter 
jvlijter@stanborough.herts.sch.uk 

Or  

Make a donation through finance@stanborough.herts.sch.uk 

Thanks again ! 

 

Parking at Amethyst Walk 

Please can we remind all parents/carers not to block residents’ driveways when dropping off or picking up.  
Residents in Amethyst Walk are not able to access their property properly because of inconsiderate 
parking. 

If your child cycles to/ from school, please can you reinforce messages of safety and respect. We will also 
be reinforcing these messages at school.  

If you drive to pick up/ drop off, please can you arrange to meet your child further away from school, the 
traffic build up that can sometimes happen at peak times is very dangerous. 

We appreciate your continued support of the school in the local community for the safety of your children. 

 

Clubs & Activities Update 

Mr Brown, curriculum Leader: Computer Science, writes: 

Two new clubs are starting this week after school in C1.  All year groups welcome. 

➢ Tuesday Week A - Coding Club 
➢ Tuesday Week B - Lego Robotics Club 

Please sign up via SOCS if your child is interested. 

 

ADT Newsletter 

Miss Hagan, Deputy Curriculum Leader: ADT, writes: 

This month’s ADT newsletter is now available to 
download from our website,  
ADT Newsletter 

mailto:jvlijter@stanborough.herts.sch.uk
mailto:finance@stanborough.herts.sch.uk
https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/ADT-Newsletter-September-issue-1-2025.pdf


 

 

Student Success 

Well done, Althea, 7KL, who has had a run of success recently with a pink medal 
in gymnastics, a yellow stripe belt in karate and achieving swimming stage 4. 

Theo, 7HC, plays for WGC Youth FC U12 Hurricanes in 
the JPL and Wingate & Finchley U13s in the EJA, and 
is continuing his goalkeeper development with 
weekly training at Tottenham Hotspur’s Elite 
Development Centre (EDC).  

 

 

 

 

 

A Midsummer Night’s SCREAM! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Root Word of the Week 
W/c 6th October 2025 

 

 

Niah Cowen, 9.. and Jonah Cook, 9.. have 
been rehearsing for the Barn Theatre’s new 
show – A Midsummer Night’s SCREAM! 

Performances take place 17th – 25th 
October and they would love support from 
the Stanborough community. 

Tickets are available from the Barn Theatre 
website, barntheatre.co.uk 

 

Kaitlin, 9HC, volunteered at a gardening morning 
at a primary school and, along with a team of 
15 staff, parents and children, helped to 
transform the overgrown outdoor area into a 
useable space for the children. She even stayed 
an extra hour after it was supposed to finish, 
having already worked hard for 2 1/2 hours!  

 

https://www.barntheatre.co.uk/


 

 

Stanborough Girls Excel as Welwyn Wins The Day 

Mr Cormac, Subject Leader: Biology, writes: 

Several Stanborough girls excelled in a pre-season tournament, 
where Welwyn rugby team (a team that has supplied the 
current English women with some of their finalists, soon to 
become World Cup winners) took most of the plaudits. The 
tournament involved several 10-minute, 10 a-side games, in a 
fantastic, well-attended festival on Sunday 22nd September in 
Fullerians, Watford. 

Emelia Hickey represented the under 16s and Sophie Martinez, 
Imara Fanning and Nia Cowan represented the Under 14s. 

Emelia’s under 16 team won their tournament, winning 5 out 
of 6 matches, drawing one game against Bishop’s Stortford. 
Emelia was the stand-out player on her team. Her hat trick in 
the first game set the tone for the day, and her silky handling 
skills, great footwork and turn-of-pace were too much for her 
opponents to deal with. Congratulations to Emelia for being 
selected for the district team after her outstanding 
performance. 

The under 14s also achieved victory with Sophie, Imara and Nia excelling in their age category. They won 
all 4 of their matches against strong opposition. 

Sophie showed amazing courage and physicality, tackling girls much bigger than her. She scored tries, made 
tackles and her tenacious spirit inspired the team around her! Imara made her rugby debut and celebrated 
it with a try, some nice distribution and a few timely tackles. Nia also showed great pace and some fantastic 
skills, but it was her defence, with two bone-crunching, try-saving tackles in one of the tightest matches 
(against Hitchen, I believe), that made the difference. Welwyn only won by one try and Nia’s bravery was 
pivotal! 

Well done again to the girls, if you are interested in joining girl’s rugby in Welwyn, email: 

Mr Jonathan Cirkil at: wrfc@cirks.co.uk 

 

Question of the Week 

Religion, Philosophy & Ethics 

Mr McCarthy writes: 

Thank you to all who submitted a response to last week’s question of the week. The answers were: 

Christmas      Palm Sunday      Pentecost 

This week’s question is: 
What are the names of the two Hindu festivals which take place in the month of March? One of which is 
full of colour the other themed on new beginnings. 

Please get your answers to me by Sunday midnight and please include your full name on all responses. 

A silver awarded to all correct answers received. Thanks for taking part and good luck! 

http://wrfc@cirks.co.uk/


 

 

Geography Competition: Destination Stanborough! 

Some of you may have enjoyed following the BBC show 'Destination 
X' over the summer holiday, where contestants compete to solve 
clues to work out where they are.  This term, the Geography 
department are launching our very own 'Destination Stanborough' 
competition.  Each week, two clues will be released via 'X', Instagram 
and the Stanborough Times.  These clues all link to one particular city 
or landmark, which could be anywhere in the world.  There will be 8 
clues in total and the answer will be revealed after all clues have 
been shared.  If you think you have solved the clues, email Mrs 
Macdonald (AMacdonald@stanborough.herts.sch.uk) with your 
answer.  Points will be awarded at the end of the competition as 
follows: 

• All entries will receive a bronze award 
• Correct entries with some explanation of how the clues are 

linked to the place will receive a silver award 
• Correct entries with a full explanation of the clues submitted 

within the first two weeks (4 clues) will receive a gold award. 

The third set of clues are below, Good Luck! 

 

Knife Angel – Year 9 visit to Campus West 

Mr Modi, Assistant Headteacher, writes: 

The Knife Angel, designed and created by Alfie Bradley 
(sculptor and artist) at the British Ironwork Centre, has 
arrived in Welwyn Garden City.  

It is a national monument created to highlight the 
negative effects of knife crime and violence. The 27-foot 
sculpture has been made from more than 100,000 knives 
and blades confiscated by the UK's 43 police forces. It was 
completed in 2018 before beginning a national tour to 
encourage dialogue related to knife crime and violence, and remembrance of victims.  

This amazing sculpture will be used to launch a month-long programme of intensive anti-violence youth 
engagement, within Welwyn Hatfield and across the county, and it will depart on 30th October after a 
closing ceremony in Welwyn Garden City town centre. Seize this unique opportunity – go watch it! 

To make the most of this event, we are thrilled to announce that we have organised a special trip for our 
Year 9 students to attend the anti-violence play Skin Deep at Campus West. This event is being presented 
in conjunction with the Knife Angel's visit, providing a unique and impactful learning experience for our 
students. An online consent form for the visit has been emailed to parents/carers, who are requested to 
complete this by 10th October. We encourage all parents to ensure their children participate in this 
valuable experience. 

 

mailto:AMacdonald@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Question of the Week 

Mathematics 

Mrs Sahjpall, KS3 Leader: Mathematics, writes: 

 

 MAths Question of the Week   
Solve one of the following to earn a GOLD Award 

Deadline: 06.10.25  
Submit your entry by email on Ssahjpall@stanborough.herts.sch.uk or on paper (Maths office) 

Write your full name and form group on your entry 

 

Higher GCSE Question 

The ratio (y + x) : ( y – x) is equivalent to k : 1 

Show that y =
  

x(k +1)

k -1
 

 

 

Foundation GCSE Question 

The diagram shows triangle ABC. 
 

 
 
ADB is a straight line. 

the size of angle DCB : the size of angle ACD = 2 : 1 

Work out the size of angle BDC. 
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 ADB is a straight line.

 the size of angle DCB : the size of angle ACD = 2 : 1

 Work out the size of angle BDC.
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(Total for Question 5 is 4 marks)



 

 

Student Support 

Mrs Vlijter, Assistant Headteacher, writes: 

There are many external sources of support that you and your child can access: 

 
Safe Space Information Pack - secondary age young people  
Resources from Safe Space to help secondary age young people with their emotional and mental 
wellbeing. Covering a wide range of subjects, including anger, anxiety, self esteem and mindfulness, with 
links to many agencies. 
 
Signpost Counselling  
Signpost is a counselling provision that supports children and young people, aged 10 - 25 years, across 
Hertfordshire. 
 
Nessie  
Nessie is a voluntary sector therapy organisation that focuses on helping children and young people (0 – 
25 years) thrive. They offer free webinars and workshops for parents/carers.  
 
Youth Talk  
Youth Talk provides free, confidential counselling to 13-25 year olds in St Albans and surrounding areas.  
 
The Sandbox  
The Sandbox is an innovative digital mental healthcare service for children and young people.  
 
With Youth  
With Youth offer online emotional and practical support through digital services, groups, one to one 
sessions and instant messaging.  
 
Shout  
Shout is a free, confidential and 24/7 text messaging service for anyone in the UK who needs support. 
Text 85258.  
 
Welwyn Garden City & Hatfield Schools Partnership 
The school family workers support families in whichever way they need. They have a wealth of 
knowledge regarding services available to support families and can offer one to one support on parenting 
issues. The help they provide is dependent on needs and they are a completely confidential service. They 
also have a facebook page,  
Welwyn Garden City & Hatfield Schools Partnership | Welwyn Garden City | Facebook

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/media-library/documents/resource-area-documents/safe-space-information-pack-secondary-age.pdf
https://signpostcounselling.org.uk/
https://nessieined.com/parents-carers-support
https://youthtalk.org.uk/
https://thesandbox.mindler.co.uk/
https://www.withyouth.org/
https://giveusashout.org/get-help/
https://wgc-hatfield-schoolspartnership.com/
https://www.facebook.com/wgchatfieldschoolspartnership/


 

 

Clubs and Activities Autumn Term 2025 
We are very pleased to be able to offer students a variety of extra-curricular clubs and activities and 
encourage students to take part in at least two extra-curricular activities a week. 

Lunch Time 

Day Club/Activity Year Group Location 
Member of staff 
responsible 

Monday 
Young Carers Group (invite only) Year 7 - 11 G6 Mrs Stratton 

Culture & Change Society All Years G1 Mr Torindo 

Tuesday Whizzy Wizards’ Writing Workshop Year 7-9 F5 Miss Davies 

Wednesday Concert Band (Woodwind & Brass) All Years MD4 Miss Naylor 

Thursday 

Music Theory Club All Years MD3 Miss Naylor 

LGBTQ+ Group All Years F6 Ms Butcher 

Script Writing Club Year 9+ C4 Mrs Buist 

Friday Music Technology Club All Years  MD3 Mr Mollison 

 

After School   

Day Club/Activity Year Group Time Location 
Member of staff 
responsible 

Monday 

Chorus All Years 3-4pm MD3 Miss Naylor & Mr Mollison 

House Dance Rehearsals All Years 3-4.15pm Gym Miss Novelli 

3D Design Club All Years 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor 

Tuesday 

Nature & Eco Club All Years 3-4.15pm 
Meet in 
S10 

Dr Jolly 

Sound and Light Team All Years 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison 

Coding Club (Wk A) 
Lego Robotics ( Wk B) 

All Years 3-4pm C1 Mr Brown 

Wednesday School of Rock Performers 3-4pm MD1 
Miss Naylor, Mr Mollison, 
Mr Jones, Mrs Thaker 

Thursday 
Chess Club All Years 3-4pm LRC Miss Wilson 

Instrumental Club Year 7-9 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison 

Friday Maths Enrichment All Years 3.30-4.30pm C3 Mrs Coldwell 



 

 

Sports & PE Extra Curricular Clubs  

The SOCS Sports Calendar is now available on our website under What’s On/Sports Calendar, 
Stanborough School, Welwyn Garden City | Sports Home 

 

 Lunch time 
(1.20pm – 1.55pm) 

Year Location Teacher in charge 

Monday Basketball Year 10 & 11 Sports Hall Mr Minion 

Tuesday 
Dance All Years  Gym Miss Novelli 

Basketball Year 7, 8 & 9 Sports Hall Mr Harris 

Wednesday Volleyball All Years Sports Hall Mr Foster 

Thursday Girls Basketball  All Years  Sports Hall Miss Novelli 

Friday Badminton All Years Sports Hall Mr Harris 

 

 
Afterschool  
(3.00-4.15pm) 

Year Location Teacher in charge 

Monday 
Girls Football All Years  Field Miss Novelli & Mrs Harris 

Boys Football Year 7 Field Mr Foster 

 

Tuesday 

Netball Year 8  Courts Mrs Harris 

Boys Football Year 8, 9 &10 Field 
Mr Harris, Mr Foster,  
Mr Minion 

Wednesday 
Netball Year 10 & 11 Courts Miss Novelli 

Volleyball Year 11 Sports Hall 
Mr Harris, Mr Foster,  
Mr Minion 

Thursday 
Netball Year 7 & 9  Courts Miss Cheal 

Basketball Year 9 & 10 Sports Hall Mr Harris 

Friday No Clubs 
 

  

 

Please note: Fixtures/Interhouse events will take priority over training. 

Poor weather conditions may also affect the running of extra curriculum clubs. 

Exams will take place in the Sports Hall  
so no clubs that use the Sports Hall location will run during the exam period. 

https://sport.stanborough.herts.sch.uk/


 

 

Homework Support, Study & Catch-up Sessions 

Homework club is for any students in the year group who would like to complete homework in a school 
computer room after school. Homework club will run from 3-4pm on the relevant day.  

 

Year  Day Time Room  Staff Member 

Year 7 Wednesday 3-4pm C2 Mrs Stratton 

Year 7 -11 Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 3-4pm C2 Mrs Stratton 

 
Subject Year Group Day Time Location Staff Member 

Music GCSE 
Drop-in 

Year 10 & 11 
Music Students 

Monday 1.30-2pm MD3 Miss Naylor 

KS3 Maths Year 7, 8 & 9 Monday  3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan  

3D Catch-up KS4 Monday 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor 

Hospitality & 
Catering 
Catch-up 

KS4 Monday 3-4pm A5 Miss Hagan 

Art Catch-up KS4 Tuesday 3-4pm A1 Mrs Pearson 

Business 
(invite only) 

Year 10 & 11 Wednesday 1.20-2pm C10 Business Staff 

Maths 
Revision KS5  

Year 12/13 Wednesday 12.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell 

GCSE Further 
Maths 

Year 10 & 11 Thursday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan  

MFL 
Homework 
Club 

All Years Thursday 3-4pm G19 Miss Abbott 

Maths 
Revision KS5 

Year 12/13 Friday 1.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell 

 
 
 

Social Media @ Stanborough 

Follow us on X, Facebook and Instagram to see all our news, events, updates and student successes 

 

X - @StanboroughS 

Facebook - StanboroughschoolWGC 

Instagram - Stanboroughschool 

LinkedIn 
-  https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-school/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-school/


 

 

Beezee Youth,  
a FREE health and wellbeing programme for teenagers.  

It was made with the help of young people and covers topics that really 
matter to them. From anxiety to managing stress and goal setting. 

Sign-ups for Beezee Youth autumn term are OPEN, so there is still time 
to join. The sessions take place online so young people can join from 
the comfort of home! Or they can learn at their own pace over on our 
Beezee Academy.  

Visit the website for more details and for an easy sign up 
process. https://hrt.maximusuk.co.uk/ 

 

Extremism Thrives on Misunderstanding.  
Let's Change That: Together 

 
 
 
 
 

https://hrt.maximusuk.co.uk/

