
 

 

                                                                                    Edition 8: 7th November 2025 

Message from the Headteacher – Mrs John                                                                                   
I hope you all enjoyed a restful half term break last week.  Wishing all our Year 11 students the best of luck as 
they undertake their first set of mock exams over the next few weeks.  Yesterday evening we held our 
Stanborough Post 16 Information evening. The evening consisted of a presentation in the hall by the Deputy 
Headteacher and Head of 6th Form.  Following this, subject leaders were available in classrooms to discuss 
various subject specific questions students and parents may have had. Thank you to all the staff involved for 
supporting students into their next phase of education after Year 11.  We hope the evening was helpful to 
students thinking about sixth form and A level subjects. Next Tuesday is the 11th of November and we will be  
taking time to come together as a community to think about the people whose lives have been, and continue 
to be, changed by war and conflict.  As a community, we will be commemorating Remembrance Day at the 
start of Period 5.  
 

Headteacher’s Commendations 
Isabel Kula, Yr.7 for excellent performance in 
the recent pantomime ‘Cinderella Goes All 
Inclusive.’ 
Lewis Cook, Yr.8 for outstanding effort in 
Drama during last half term. 
Edward Kane, Yr.9 for an outstanding level of 
effort with the recent Trench Diary Project in 
History. 
Zain Barrett, Yr.9 for excellent support with 
every tutor time since Year 7. 
Niah Cowan and Jonah Cook for excellent 
perfromances in ‘A Midsummer Night’s 
Scream’ with the Barn Theatre. 
Helena Dunstan, Yr.10 for achieving her ‘St Francis Chorister Award’ passing with merit. 
Robert Winnie, Yr.11 for an excellent week of work experience with Airbus. 
Arez Safini, Muna Nzewuihe and Courtney Mngomba, Yr.12 for excellent support with the recent student 
panel and interview tours. 
Zaara Khan, Karol Musialik, Jiya Shah and Menna Khalil, Yr.13 for excellent support with the recent student 
panel and interview tours. 
Mia Perry, Yr.13 for outstanding work ethic and commitment to her Art Portfolio and supporting a SEND 
student, one to one in a GCSE Art lesson. 
 

Quote of the week:  
 
“We often take for granted the very things that most deserve our gratitude.” 
Cynthia Ozick 
 
 
Wish you a restful weekend. 
Mrs John 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/430196
https://www.azquotes.com/author/11213-Cynthia_Ozick


 

 

Headteacher Commendations 

 

Forthcoming Events 
10th – 14th November 2025 
Week B 

10th – 20th  Year 11 Mock Exams 

11th  
Remembrance Parade, Period 5 
Year 12/13 Maths Competition, Cambridge 

 
Christmas Lunch 2025 
Miss Ashley, Business Manager, writes: 

Our very popular Christmas lunch will be served this year on Friday 
5th December, and this will also be our Christmas Jumper/Festive Wear 
Day. 

All meals must be ordered in advance and will need to be booked by 
Tuesday 25th November to enable the catering team to order the 
food. Payments must be made via Arbor.  

Please see the message emailed home today for more information. 

Our usual food service will be available at break time on that day but at 
lunchtime there will be no food or drinks available other than Christmas 
lunch for those that have pre-ordered it.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art Work 
Mrs Pearson, Curriculum Leader, Art, Design & Technology, writes: 

The time has nearly arrived for post GCSE and A Level 
artwork collection 2025.  

Please pop by the department or email 
apearson@stanborough.herts.sch.uk in advance for 
collection via reception. 

 

GCSE & A Level 2024/25  
Presentation Evening  

Tuesday 16th December 2025 

We look forward to celebrating the success of our 
GCSE and A Level students who sat their exams 
this summer. 

Year 11 / 13 parents from 2024/25 are requested 
to check their email for details. 

For any queries or to confirm your attendance 
please contact 

 presentationevening@stanborough.herts.sch.uk 

 

Stanborough School Alumni 

We are extremely proud of our students and the 
achievements they go on to accomplish.   

If you would like to be part of the Stanborough 
School Alumni community, please visit our 
website and complete the online form,  

Alumni – Stanborough School  

mailto:apearson@stanborough.herts.sch.uk
mailto:presentationevening@stanborough.herts.sch.uk
https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/alumni/


 

 

Student Success 

Well done, Wesley, 8BM, who spent a day 
raising money for DiPPS (Defibrillators in 
Public Places) at a local event, helping to 
raise nearly £1,000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done, Daniel, 8HM, for volunteering at the Green Lanes Primary School 
Halloween disco! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Over the half term, Sam was invited to take part in a 6 A-Side “Knife Angel” 
football tournament at Watford FC’s training 
ground.   The tournament was organised as part of 
Raising Awareness of Youth Violence through 
Hertfordshire Constabulary and Stevenage FC.  Sam 
was part of the team that won the tournament overall, 
whilst getting to play in a new Watford football kit.  

 

Congratulations to Thea, 7KK, for passing her Grade 3 
ballet exam with merit! 

 

Well done, Nabeel, 8BM, for being awarded one of the Players of the Week for Welwyn 
Garden Tornadoes FC against Hoddesdon Town Lions after scoring 2 goals and assisting 
another at the weekend. 

 
Daisy, 10BM and Emma, 11KL, have been busy rehearsing 
for this month's production of 'The Children's Hour' at the 
Barn Theatre, Welwyn Garden City which runs from 14th 
- 22nd November. Details of the show and ticket purchase 
can be found at: 

https://www.barntheatre.co.uk/productions_events/2025
-2026/the-childrens-hour/ 
 

Over half term Harriet, 8KL, went on an 
International Guides trip to France. She 
practiced her French speaking and was the 
translator for everyone else on the trip! Harriet 
improved her French skills and climbed the 
Eiffel tower, finishing off the trip with a day in 
Disneyland Paris. 

https://www.barntheatre.co.uk/productions_events/2025-2026/the-childrens-hour/
https://www.barntheatre.co.uk/productions_events/2025-2026/the-childrens-hour/


 

 

Nathan, 9HM, participated in the National Kart Championship 
earlier this year.  The final round took place last month and he came 
7th overall, which was a great achievement in a National event. 
Moving forwards, Nathan will be racing Ford Fiestas and took part 
in a scholarship event last weekend.  He made it through to the top 
12 finalists and has been invited to join Velocity Racing team for the 
championship next year.   
 
 

Workplace Experience Programme at Airbus, Stevenage 
Mr S Modi, Assistant Headteacher, writes: 

During the October half term, Robert Winnie (11KL) participated in a 
week-long work experience at Airbus's Stevenage facility, which is a 
key site for space technology, specializing in the design and 
manufacture of satellites, propulsion systems, and spacecraft 
structures. The site is involved in major projects, including the 
development of the ExoMars rover platform and propulsion systems 
for numerous scientific and telecommunications missions. 
Reflecting on his time there, Robert shared: 
My experience at Airbus was incredibly rewarding. It offered a real-
world glimpse into the professional environment—not just in 
engineering, but across various disciplines. The team at Airbus 
emphasized how vital skills like communication, teamwork and 
problem solving are across careers. The experience also helped me 
decide on future educational path, whether through apprenticeships 
or universities. 

 

Stanborough PE Kit 
donated to Zimbabwe 

We are thrilled that our kit is 
being put to such good use by 
a nurses’ netball team in 
Zimbabwe! 

 

Vacancy 

Careers Co-ordinator 
Full Time / Part Time 

We are seeking to appoint a highly organised and efficient Careers Co-ordinator 
to plan and co-ordinate the school’s careers information, advice and education 
guidance service (CIAEG 

This is a full or part time position, candidates applying for part time must be 
able to work a Wednesday



 

 

Introducing the CUT YOUR CARBON challenge!   

Dr Jolly and the Eco Ambassadors, write: 

Throughout the month of November, we are offering you the chance to have 
fun, reduce your carbon footprint and save money – how good is that? 

The Eco-Schools organisation, through which we have earned our Green Flag 
Awards over the past three years, is calling on young people across the UK to 
tackle carbon emissions, one simple action at a time. 

There are 6 challenges to choose from - you can complete 
ALL SIX or focus on one or two of the challenges to gain 
Silver or Gold awards. From turning down the thermostat 
to preparing delicious plant-based meals, the challenges offer you as a family or group 
of friends to see what you can achieve.  

All you need to do is provide us with some evidence! Download 
the checklist, Cut Your Carbon Activities 2025, which also 

provides further information and support, and submit 
photographic or written evidence of your activities to Dr Jolly at 
sjolly@stanborough.herts.sch.uk by the closing date of Friday 5th December. Photos 
might include the reduced temperature on your thermostat, your favourite plant-
based meal or your family enjoying a walk together away from TV and computer 
screens. Additional awards will be given for your favourite plant-based recipes – 
these may be published in future editions of the Stanborough Times! 

Want to give it a go? What are you waiting for? Take the Cut Your Carbon Challenge! 

 

Geography Competition: Destination Stanborough! 

Mrs Macdonald, Subject Leader: Geography, writes: 

Following a successful debut competition, 'Destination Stanborough' is returning with a new 
destination!  Each week, two clues will be released via the Stanborough Times.  These clues all link to one 
particular city or landmark, which could be anywhere in the world.  There will be 8 clues in total, and the 
answer will be revealed after all clues have been shared.  If you think you have solved the clues, email Mrs 
Macdonald (AMacdonald@stanborough.herts.sch.uk) with your answer.   

Points will be 
awarded at the 
end of the 
competition based 
on how many clues 
you need and how 
detailed your 
explanations of the 
clues are. 

Here are the first 
two clues for this 
half term. 

Good Luck!

https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Cut-Your-Carbon-activities-2025.pdf
mailto:sjolly@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

House Update 

Mr Foster, House Co-ordinator, writes: 

The last half term has been an exciting and successful one for our House System, filled with teamwork, 
celebration, and community spirit. 

We started the term with our House Celebration Day, which brought students and staff together to 
recognise the achievements of each house. The day was filled with fun activities, friendly competition, and 
an incredible display of house pride. Through everyone’s generosity and effort, we are proud to announce 
that we raised £1,700 for charity — a fantastic achievement that reflects the compassion and commitment 
of our school community. 

Throughout October, houses also took part in a range of competitions celebrating Black History Month. 
Students showcased their creativity and knowledge through creating a poster for their tutor room door, 
deepening our understanding and appreciation of Black history and culture. 

On the sporting front, our Year 7 football competition was a highlight of the term. The matches were full 
of energy, teamwork, and great sportsmanship. Congratulations to all who took part and represented their 
houses so enthusiastically. Congratulations to Hatfield who were our winners. 

Looking ahead, we are now preparing for one of the most anticipated events of the year — our Big House 
Drama Competition. Each house is hard at work rehearsing and preparing their performances, and we can’t 
wait to see the talent and creativity our students will bring to the stage. 

It has been a fantastic half term for our House System, and we look forward to even more exciting events 
and achievements in the weeks to come. 

 

 
 



 

 

Question of the Week 

Mathematics 

Mrs Sahjpall, KS3 Leader: Mathematics, writes: 

 

 MAths Question of the Week   
Solve one of the following to earn a GOLD Award 

Deadline: 10.11.25  
Submit your entry by email on Ssahjpall@stanborough.herts.sch.uk or on paper (Maths office) 

Write your full name and form group on your entry 

 

Higher GCSE Question 

A cylinder has base radius 2x and height 3x. 
A cone has base radius 3x and height h. 
 
All measurements are in cm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
The volume of the cylinder and the volume of the cone are equal. 
 
Find h in terms of x. Give your answer in its simplest form. 

 

 

Foundation GCSE Question 

ABC is a straight line. 
BCDE is a rectangle. 
The area of the rectangle is 98 cm2. 
ABE is a right angle. 
Work out the length, in cm, of BE. 

 
A B C 

D E 14 cm 

25 cm 

2x  

3x  

3x  

h  



 

 

Introducing the Stanborough Digital Leaders! 
Mr Brown, Curriculum Leader, Computer Science, writes: 

 
Clipchamp 
 

 
 

Coding Challenge!  
Our new team of Digital Leaders would like to invite you to take part in the coding challenge for this half 
term!  To take part: 
 
• Use this link to go to Codementum.com 
• Create an account - you can use your school email address if you like.  

• Click "Start Coding"   
 

• The challenge is to complete 10 levels a week gaining as many stars as you can! 
 
To claim a prize: 

• Go to the Dashboard on the Codementum site that shows the levels you have completed and the 
number of stars you have gained. 

• Take a screen shot of your Dashboard.  
• Send your screenshot with your name and form group to digitalleaders@stanborough.herts.sch.uk  
• If you gain 30 stars from 10 levels in a week, you win a Gold! 
• If you gain 20 or more from 10 levels in a week, you win a Silver! 
•  If you gain 10 or more stars from 10 levels in week, you win a bronze! 

 
The challenge ends on the last day of term (Friday 19th December 2025). 
 
Good luck! 

 
 

Root Word of the Week 
W/c 10th November 2025 

https://stanboroughhertssch-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/jbrown_stanborough_herts_sch_uk/EQn_m-CuVy5ElBkqkBOAS0IBiAh5XYqUrgOcm4Vz8jfz7Q?e=wUXvgn&referrer=Outlook.Desktop&referrerScenario=email-linkwithembed
https://panel.codementum.com/dashboard
mailto:digitalleaders@stanborough.herts.sch.uk
https://stanboroughhertssch-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jbrown_stanborough_herts_sch_uk/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fjbrown%5Fstanborough%5Fherts%5Fsch%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FDigital%20Council%2FDigital%20Council%20Videos%2Fpromo%20vid%20option%202%2Emov&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2E3fb200cf%2Da81d%2D4eff%2D91c1%2D0a3a28586803&ga=1


 

 

Clubs and Activities Autumn Term 2025 
We are very pleased to be able to offer students a variety of extra-curricular clubs and activities and 
encourage students to take part in at least two extra-curricular activities a week. 

Lunch Time 

Day Club/Activity Year Group Location 
Member of staff 
responsible 

Monday 
Young Carers Group (invite only) Year 7 - 11 G6 Mrs Stratton 

Culture & Change Society All Years G1 Mr Torindo 

Tuesday Whizzy Wizards’ Writing Workshop Year 7-9 F5 Miss Davies 

Wednesday Concert Band (Woodwind & Brass) All Years MD4 Miss Naylor 

Thursday 

Music Theory Club All Years MD3 Miss Naylor 

LGBTQ+ Group All Years F6 Ms Butcher 

Script Writing Club Year 9+ C4 Mrs Buist 

Friday Music Technology Club All Years  MD3 Mr Mollison 

After School   

Day Club/Activity Year Group Time Location 
Member of staff 
responsible 

Monday 

Chorus All Years 3-4pm MD3 Miss Naylor & Mr Mollison 

House Dance Rehearsals All Years 3-4.15pm Gym Miss Novelli 

3D Design Club All Years 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor 

Tuesday 

Nature & Eco Club All Years 3-4.15pm 
Meet in 
S10 

Dr Jolly 

Sound and Light Team All Years 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison 

Coding Club (Wk A) 
Lego Robotics ( Wk B) 

All Years 3-4pm C1 Mr Brown 

Wednesday 

School of Rock Performers 3-4pm MD1 
Miss Naylor, Mr Mollison, 
Mr Jones, Mrs Thaker 

ShowBand (invite only) 
Invited 
Students 

3-4.30pm MD2 Miss Naylor & Mr Mollison 

Debate Club All Years 3.15-4.30pm F6 Miss Butcher 

Thursday 
Chess Club All Years 3-4pm LRC Miss Wilson 

Instrumental Club Year 7-9 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison 

Friday Maths Enrichment All Years 3.30-4.30pm C3 Mrs Coldwell 



 

 

Sports & PE Extra Curricular Clubs  

The SOCS Sports Calendar is now available on our website under What’s On/Sports Calendar, 
Stanborough School, Welwyn Garden City | Sports Home 

 

 Lunch time 
(1.20pm – 1.55pm) 

Year Location Teacher in charge 

Monday Basketball Year 10 & 11 Sports Hall Mr Minion 

Tuesday 
Dance All Years  Gym Miss Novelli 

Basketball Year 7, 8 & 9 Sports Hall Mr Harris 

Wednesday Volleyball All Years Sports Hall Mr Foster 

Thursday Girls Basketball  All Years  Sports Hall Miss Novelli 

Friday Badminton All Years Sports Hall Mr Harris 

 

 
Afterschool  
(3.00-4.15pm) 

Year Location Teacher in charge 

Monday 

Girls Football All Years  Field Miss Novelli & Mrs Harris 

Boys Football Year 7 Field Mr Foster 

Netball Year 9  Courts Mrs Harris 

 

Tuesday 

Netball Year 8  Courts Mrs Harris 

Boys Football Year 8, 9 &10 Field 
Mr Harris, Mr Foster,  
Mr Minion 

Wednesday 
Netball Year 10 & 11 Courts Miss Novelli 

Volleyball Year 11 Sports Hall 
Mr Harris, Mr Foster,  
Mr Minion 

Thursday 
Netball Year 7  Courts Mrs Dean 

Basketball Year 9 & 10 Sports Hall Mr Harris 

Friday No Clubs 
 

  

 

Please note: Fixtures/Interhouse events will take priority over training. 

Poor weather conditions may also affect the running of extra curriculum clubs. 

Exams will take place in the Sports Hall  
so no clubs that use the Sports Hall location will run during the exam period. 

https://sport.stanborough.herts.sch.uk/


 

 

Homework Support, Study & Catch-up Sessions 

Homework club is for any students in the year group who would like to complete homework in a school 
computer room after school. Homework club will run from 3-4pm on the relevant day.  

 

Year  Day Time Room  Staff Member 

Year 7 Wednesday 3-4pm C2 Mrs Stratton 

Year 7 -11 Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 3-4pm C2 Mrs Stratton 

 
Subject Year Group Day Time Location Staff Member 

Music GCSE 
Drop-in 

Year 10 & 11 
Music Students 

Monday 1.30-2pm MD3 Miss Naylor 

KS3 Maths Year 7, 8 & 9 Monday  3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan  

3D Catch-up KS4 Monday 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor 

Hospitality & 
Catering 
Catch-up 

KS4 Monday 3-4pm A5 Miss Hagan 

Art Catch-up KS4 Tuesday 3-4pm A1 Mrs Pearson 

Business 
(invite only) 

Year 10 & 11 Wednesday 1.20-2pm C10 Business Staff 

Maths 
Revision KS5  

Year 12/13 Wednesday 12.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell 

GCSE Further 
Maths 

Year 10 & 11 Thursday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan  

MFL 
Homework 
Club 

All Years Thursday 3-4pm G19 Miss Abbott 

Maths 
Revision KS5 

Year 12/13 Friday 1.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell 

 
 
 

Social Media @ Stanborough 

Follow us on X, Facebook and Instagram to see all our news, events, updates and student successes. 

X - @StanboroughS 

Facebook - StanboroughschoolWGC 

Instagram – Stanboroughschool 

LinkedIn -  https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-school/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-school/


 

 

The Sons of Pitches 

Ex-Stanborough student, Joe Novelli is performing at the 
Campus West on 15th November with his  
A Capella group ‘The Sons of Pitches’. 

Tickets are available via TheSonsofPitches.co.uk 

 
 
Funded Parent Workshops 
Workshops for Parents – Free to attend 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.thesonsofpitches.co.uk/live


 

 

Youth Parliament 
For more information and to express your interest please scan the QR code below. 

 
 


