
 

 

                                                                                    Edition 9: 14th November 2025 

Message from the Headteacher – Mrs John                                                                                   
On Tuesday this week, we came together to remember and honour those who gave their lives for our freedom 
during our remembrance day service. Thank you to Mrs Armitage, our Deputy Headteacher, for leading this 
event and thank you to all the students who took part. For our Year 7 parents/carers, we have our Year 7 
parents’ evening on Thursday 4th December, 2-6pm.  All appointments take place via an online video call.  The 
booking system is open now until 3rd December.  Please see the letter emailed home earlier today for more 
information and links to access the booking system and guidance.  Any queries should be directed to 
parentsevening@stanborough.herts.sch.uk.  All parents/carers should be aware that school will finish at 
1.20pm on 4th December for all students. Please note, there will be no lunch service on this day.  Post 16 
teachers will advise their students if their class is on in advance. Tickets are now on sale, via Arbor, for our 
Rock and Pop concert on 27th November. We have many events to look forward to this half term as we 
approach Christmas, including our annual House Drama competition, again tickets are available now on Arbor.  
Thank you to all the staff involved in running and organising these events and thank you to our parents/carers 
and community for supporting our students. 
 

Headteacher’s Commendations 
Thea Corcoran, Yr.7 for passing her Grade 3 Ballet exam 
with merit.  
Max Smith, Yr.7 for completing a 2-day orienteering and 
camping expedition with the scouts. 
Alex Weston, Yr.8 for completing a 2-day orienteering and 
camping expedition with the scouts. 
Wesley Marsh, Yr.8 for participating in a local event to 
raise money for Defibrillators in Public Places, and raising 
nearly £1000. 
Daniel James, Yr.8 for volunteering at the recent Green 
Lanes Primary School Halloween Disco. 
Harriet Arnold, Yr.8 for participating in an International 
Guides trip to France and translating for everyone on the 
trip. 
Josh Owen, Yr.9 for demonstrating outstanding citizenship and empathy in providing care and assistance to 
a fellow student after an accident. 
Daisy Solomon, Yr.10 for taking part in this month’s production of ‘The Children’s Hour’ at the Barn Theatre. 
Emma Shaw, Yr.11 for taking part in this month’s production of ‘The Children’s Hour’ at the Barn Theatre. 
Menna Khalil, Yr.13 for the most improved ATL in Year 13 from the recent progress check. 
 

Quote of the week:  
“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, but 
to live by them.” John F Kennedy 

 
Wish you a restful weekend. 
Mrs John 

mailto:parentsevening@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Headteacher Commendations 
 

 

Forthcoming Events 
17th – 21st November 2025 
Week A 
 

17th – 24th  Year 11 Mock Exams 

20th  Tree Planting with The Rotary Society 

21st  Year 13 Media Studies Moderation and Student Feedback Session, 1.45-3.30pm 

 
Early Close for students – Thursday 4th December 

School will finish at 1.20pm for students on Thursday 4th December for 
the Year7 Parents’ Evening which runs from 2pm to 6pm. 

Post 16 lesson will continue as normal.  If the teacher is involved in the 
parents’ evening Post 16 teachers will inform their class about this in 
advance. 

Please note, there will be no lunch service on this day. 



 

 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening, Thursday 4th December 

Year 7 parent’s evening takes place on Thursday 4th December,  
2-6pm. All appointments are via an online video call. 
Appointments can be made from now until midnight on 
Wednesday 3rd December. Below is a link to the booking system, 
this can also be found on the letter emailed home earlier today 
and on our website under Useful Links, 

 https://stanborough.schoolcloud.co.uk/  

We hope all Year 7 parents/carers can participate in this event as 
it is an ideal opportunity to discuss your child’s progress with 
teachers.  

If you have any queries please contact parentsevening@stanborough.herts.sch.uk 

 

Christmas Lunch 2025 
Miss Ashley, Business Manager, writes: 

Our very popular Christmas lunch will be served this year 
on Friday 5th December, and this will also be our Christmas 
Jumper/Festive Wear Day. 

All meals must be ordered in advance and will need to 
be booked by Tuesday 25th November to enable the 
catering team to order the food. Payments must be made via 
Arbor.  

Our usual food service will be available at break time on that 
day but at lunchtime there will be no food or drinks available 
other than Christmas lunch for those that have pre-ordered it. 

 

Help Our Students Gain Real-World Experience!  

We’re looking for members of our wonderful school 
community who can offer work experience placements for our year 10 students.  

These placements are an incredible way for students to explore future careers, build confidence, and 
develop valuable workplace skills.  

If you or someone you know could host a student—even for a few days—we’d love to hear from you!  

Get in touch at raisingaspirations@stanborough.herts.sch.uk to get 
involved. 

Together, let’s help our young people take their next steps toward 
the future!  
 

 

https://stanborough.schoolcloud.co.uk/
mailto:parentsevening@stanborough.herts.sch.uk
mailto:raisingaspirations@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Christmas Cheer for Our Community 

Mr Modi, Assistant Headteacher, writes: 

This festive season, we’re once again bringing joy and 
warmth to grandparents and local elderly residents 

in our community with a special Christmas Cheer 
event! Join us as we celebrate together through music 

and songs that lift the spirit and spread holiday 
happiness. 

 
Event Highlights: 
• Heartwarming carols, Christmas tunes and 

delightful performances from Stanborough and 
Applecroft students 

• A cozy atmosphere to share smiles and stories 
• Refreshments and festive treats for all 

Date: 02 December 2025 
Time: 9:40 am to 11 am 

Location: Stanborough School (Main Hall) 

Your presence will make a difference! 

Please click this link and complete the form to confirm your free space! Christmas Cheer at Stanborough 
2025 – Fill out form 

If you have any questions about this event, please contact me at smodi@stanborough.herts.sch.uk  

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/t9nvfbBAW1
https://forms.office.com/e/t9nvfbBAW1
mailto:smodi@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Stanborough School Remembers 
 
On Tuesday 11th November, the whole school came 
together to think about the people whose lives have 
been, and continue to be, changed by war and conflict.   

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Remembrance Day 2025 

Katie, 9HC, represented her guides Group at the remembrance parade and was a 
flag holder. 

Mel, 8SE, volunteered at Tesco from 9:45 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
helping with the Poppy Fundraising event. She also attended 
the Remembrance Parade as a proud RAF Cadet. 

Sadie, 9BM, took part in her 
first remembrance parade as 

an Army Cadet.  

Wojciech, 10HC, took part in 
the Remembrance Day parade 
in Hatfield. He represented 
the Polish Saturday school in 
Welwyn Garden City. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Harriet, Y8, represented with pride at the Remembrance 
Parade, laying the Guiding wreath after being chosen by 

her Leaders. 
 

Max, 7HC and 
Roman, 7KL also 
supported the 
Remembrance 
Day parade in 
Welwyn Garden 
City on Sunday.  

 



 

 

Student Success 

Over the first weekend of the half term, Max Smith, 7HC, took part in a two-day 
expedition with the Scouts, covering a planned route of 17.7 miles.  The group carried 
all their own kit, including gas stoves as they had to stop along the route to cook their 
own lunches.  Although Max was initially only scheduled to complete the first day 
due to his age, he asked if he could continue on the second day as he enjoyed it so 
much.  

On the second day, he walked with the older group with no leaders present. The 
group had a GPS tracker which was monitored but they had to navigate the route 
alone. Max contributed to the group’s decisions using six figure grid references and 
compasses. 

Due to a few wrong turns, the group ended up clocking up some extra miles and Max 
eventually withdrew at the last checkpoint a mile from the finish. However, with the 
actual distance they travelled this was in excess of the planned route. 

Alex Weston in Year 8 also took part and completed the two day route. 

It is worth highlighting the two students camped overnight in cold conditions during the expedition which 
made the experience even more challenging and rewarding for them. 

Max really enjoyed the expedition and is already looking forward to taking on more challenges in the future, 
particularly the opportunity to sign up for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award later in school. 

 
 
 
Ellie, 7BM, trains 12 hours a week in tumbling and gymnastics.  She 
recently competed in a competition for artistic gymnastics and is now 
working on the Christmas display.  She continues to work hard and train 
four times a week.  
 

 

Congratulations to Marine Cadet 
Pottshall on being presented 
with the Spirit Award. This award 
is presented to the cadet that best demonstrates the Commando 
Values of Excellence, Integrity, Self-discipline, and Humility. 

 
 

      Root Word of the Week 
      W/c 17th November 2025 



 

 

University Challenge Rd 1 

Mr Whelan-Hind, Year Leader: Post 16, writes 

The Year 13 Premier University Challenge Tournament brought fierce 
competition and plenty of high-scoring matchups across the Sixth 
Form Common Room. 13H were the dominant force throughout, 
winning all three of their fixtures in style to claim the top spot with a 
perfect record and an impressive total of 190 points. Their consistency 
and quick thinking made them worthy champions, though their final 
game against 13B proved to be a tense and hard-fought contest with both teams trading quickfire answers 
before 13H narrowly secured victory to remain unbeaten. Despite flashes of brilliance and a solid win of 
their own, 13S couldn’t quite find enough momentum to challenge the top two, ending third overall. 
13K showed determination but struggled against stronger opposition, finishing fourth after three tough 
games. 

A huge thank you goes to Kelly for her excellent control of the buzzers, ensuring the smooth running of 
every match, to Ms Butcher for her ongoing support throughout the competition, and to Mr Maidment for 
his accurate and efficient scoring. 

The excitement doesn’t stop there - the Year 12s will get their chance to compete this Friday during Period 
1, with the winners set to face the Year 13 champions and their tutors at 3:30pm on Wednesday 19th 
November. That showdown will serve as the perfect warm-up before the Consortium University Challenge, 
taking place at 2:00pm in the Hall on Wednesday 3rd December. 

With exciting contests, high scores along the way, the tournament was a great display of teamwork, rivalry, 
and Year 13 intellect at its best. 

All results and fixtures can be found here: https://www.tournify.uk/live/stauc25 

 

Handside Partnership Visit to Lakeside School 

Mrs Humphries, Assistant Headetacher, writes: 

On Thursday 6th November, Mrs Vickers kindly accompanied five of our students to 
Lakeside School to take part in one of a series of activities that encourage and 
support students from Stanborough, Lakeside and Applecroft to work together on 
joint projects. For this visit it was all about glitters, feathers and all things sparkly 
with a firework-themed sensory arts and crafts session. 

Thank you so much to Lakeside for organising the event and to all of our Stanborough 
ambassadors - see a few quotes below about the student experience. 

Tiffany, Year 8 'One of the main things I learned today is that the world is full of 
amazing people' 

Rosie, Year 7 'We played games with sand and tinsel, there was room to draw and 
play games - the best part was meeting all the other people' 

Ryan, Year 8 'It was really fun - we did a game with projectors that use movement' 

Cruz, Year 7 'Going to Lakeside was exciting' 

Jeremiah, Year 9 'It made me think that maybe, when I do work experience, I could do it at Lakeside as I'd 
like to see what a whole day is like' 

https://www.tournify.uk/live/stauc25


 

 

Proud Thursday and Super Curriculum 

Mr Persand, Deputy Headteacher, writes: 

Our very first Proud Thursday celebrates Macy in Year 9, who was 
awarded a Distinction in her Grade 4 Dance exam and also 
achieved 1st place in a Choreography competition. An outstanding 
accomplishment that reflects real dedication and creativity. Well 
done, Macy! 

Students who would like to share something they are proud of can 
sign up for the next Proud Thursday on the sheet outside Mr 
Persand’s office. Whether it’s academic work, creative projects or 
personal achievements, all are welcome to take part. 

We have also seen some brilliant Super Curriculum submissions 
recently, with several students earning Gold Awards for the quality 
of their work. The Super Curriculum gives students the chance to 
explore subjects beyond the classroom by completing a Read, 
Watch, Listen or Do activity from the school website 
(https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/super-curriculum/).  

Students can submit their work to 
supercurriculum@stanborough.herts.sch.uk to earn reward points 
and recognition for their efforts. 

Both initiatives encourage curiosity, creativity and pride in learning – key qualities we love to see at 
Stanborough! 

 

 

Coding Challenge!  

Mr Brown, Curriculum Leader: Computer Science, writes: 

Our new team of Digital Leaders would like to invite you to take part in the 
coding challenge for this half term!   

To take part: 
• Use this link to go to Codementum.com 
• Create an account - you can use your school email address if you like.  
• Click "Start Coding"   
• The challenge is to complete 10 levels a week gaining as many stars as you can! 
 
To claim a prize: 
• Go to the Dashboard on the Codementum site that shows the levels you have completed and the 

number of stars you have gained. 
• Take a screen shot of your Dashboard.  
• Send your screenshot with your name and form group to digitalleaders@stanborough.herts.sch.uk  
• If you gain 30 stars from 10 levels in a week, you win a Gold! 
• If you gain 20 or more from 10 levels in a week, you win a Silver! 
•  If you gain 10 or more stars from 10 levels in week, you win a bronze! 

The challenge ends on the last day of term (Friday 19th December 2025). Good luck!

https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/super-curriculum/
mailto:supercurriculum@stanborough.herts.sch.uk
https://panel.codementum.com/dashboard
mailto:digitalleaders@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Geography Competition: Destination Stanborough! 

Mrs Macdonald, Subject Leader: Geography and T&L Innovation Leader, writes: 

Following a successful debut competition, 'Destination Stanborough' is returning with a new 
destination!  Each week, two clues will be released via the Stanborough Times.  These clues all link to one 
particular city or landmark, which could be anywhere in the world.  There will be eight clues in total, and 
the answer will be revealed after all clues have been shared.  If you think you have solved the clues, email 
Mrs Macdonald (AMacdonald@stanborough.herts.sch.uk) with your answer.  Points will be awarded at 
the end of the competition based on how many clues you need and how detailed your explanations of 
the clues are. 

The next two clues for this half term's destination are below, Good Luck! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Media @ Stanborough 

Follow us on X, Facebook and Instagram to see all our 

news, events, updates and student successes 

 

X - @StanboroughS 

Facebook - StanboroughschoolWGC 

Instagram - Stanboroughschool 

LinkedIn 
-  https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-
school/ 

 

 

mailto:AMacdonald@stanborough.herts.sch.uk
https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-school/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-school/


 

 

Question of the Week 

Mathematics 

Mrs Sahjpall, KS3 Leader: Mathematics, writes: 

 

 MAths Question of the Week   
Solve one of the following to earn a GOLD Award 

Deadline: 18.11.25  
Submit your entry by email on Ssahjpall@stanborough.herts.sch.uk or on paper (Maths office) 

Write your full name and form group on your entry 

 

 

Higher GCSE Question 

The diagrams below shows the number of line segments needed to join a set of n points. 
 
 
 
 

 

   
 
 

n = 1 n = 2 n = 3 n = 4 

The number of line segments joining the set of points forms a sequence. 
Find an expression in terms of n for the number of line segments joining n points. 

 

 

 

Foundation GCSE Question 

The diagram shows a template of eight identical circles placed on a rectangular sheet of card. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 AB = 96 cm 
Each corner of the smaller white rectangle is at the centre of a circle. 
Work out the shaded area. 

 

96 cm A B 

C D 

mailto:Ssahjpall@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Clubs and Activities Autumn Term 2025 
We are very pleased to be able to offer students a variety of extra-curricular clubs and activities and 
encourage students to take part in at least two extra-curricular activities a week. 

Lunch Time 

Day Club/Activity Year Group Location 
Member of staff 
responsible 

Monday 
Young Carers Group (invite only) Year 7 - 11 G6 Mrs Stratton 

Culture & Change Society All Years G1 Mr Torindo 

Tuesday Whizzy Wizards’ Writing Workshop Year 7-9 F5 Miss Davies 

Wednesday Concert Band (Woodwind & Brass) All Years MD4 Miss Naylor 

Thursday 

Music Theory Club All Years MD3 Miss Naylor 

LGBTQ+ Group All Years F6 Ms Butcher 

Script Writing Club Year 9+ C4 Mrs Buist 

Friday Music Technology Club All Years  MD3 Mr Mollison 

 

After School   

Day Club/Activity Year Group Time Location 
Member of staff 
responsible 

Monday 

Chorus All Years 3-4pm MD3 Miss Naylor & Mr Mollison 

House Dance Rehearsals All Years 3-4.15pm Gym Miss Novelli 

3D Design Club All Years 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor 

School Production 
Rehearsals 

Performers 3-4pm MD1 
Miss Naylor, Mr Mollison, 
Mr Jones, Mrs Thaker 

Tuesday 

Nature & Eco Club All Years 3-4.15pm 
Meet in 
S10 

Dr Jolly 

Sound and Light Team All Years 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison 

Coding Club (Wk A) 
Lego Robotics ( Wk B) 

All Years 3-4pm C1 Mr Brown 

Wednesday 

School Production 
Rehearsals 

Performers 3-4pm MD1 
Miss Naylor, Mr Mollison, 
Mr Jones, Mrs Thaker 

ShowBand (invite only) 
Invited 
Students 

3-4.30pm  Miss Naylor & Mr Mollison 

Debate Club All Years 3.15-4.30pm F6 Miss Butcher 

Thursday 
Chess Club All Years 3-4pm LRC Miss Wilson 

Instrumental Club Year 7-9 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison 

Friday Maths Enrichment All Years 3.30-4.30pm C3 Mrs Coldwell 



 

 

Sports & PE Extra Curricular Clubs  

The SOCS Sports Calendar is now available on our website under What’s On/Sports Calendar, 
Stanborough School, Welwyn Garden City | Sports Home 

 

 Lunch time 
(1.20pm – 1.55pm) 

Year Location Teacher in charge 

Monday Basketball Year 10 & 11 Sports Hall Mr Minion 

Tuesday 
Dance All Years  Gym Miss Novelli 

Basketball Year 7, 8 & 9 Sports Hall Mr Harris 

Wednesday Volleyball All Years Sports Hall Mr Foster 

Thursday Girls Basketball  All Years  Sports Hall Miss Novelli 

Friday Badminton All Years Sports Hall Mr Harris 

 

 
Afterschool  
(3.00-4.15pm) 

Year Location Teacher in charge 

Monday 

Girls Football All Years  Field Miss Novelli & Mrs Harris 

Boys Football Year 7 Field Mr Foster 

Netball Year 9  Courts Mrs Harris 

 

Tuesday 

Netball Year 8  Courts Mrs Harris 

Boys Football Year 8, 9 &10 Field 
Mr Harris, Mr Foster,  
Mr Minion 

Wednesday 
Netball Year 10 & 11 Courts Miss Novelli 

Volleyball Year 11 Sports Hall 
Mr Harris, Mr Foster,  
Mr Minion 

Thursday 
Netball Year 7  Courts Mrs Dean 

Basketball Year 9 & 10 Sports Hall Mr Harris 

Friday No Clubs 
 

  

 

Please note: Fixtures/Interhouse events will take priority over training. 

Poor weather conditions may also affect the running of extra curriculum clubs. 

Exams will take place in the Sports Hall  
so no clubs that use the Sports Hall location will run during the exam period. 

https://sport.stanborough.herts.sch.uk/


 

 

Homework Support, Study & Catch-up Sessions 

Homework club is for any students in the year group who would like to complete homework in a school 
computer room after school. Homework club will run from 3-4pm on the relevant day.  

 

Year  Day Time Room  Staff Member 

Year 7 Wednesday 3-4pm C2 Mrs Stratton 

Year 7 -11 Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 3-4pm C2 Mrs Stratton 

 
Subject Year Group Day Time Location Staff Member 

Music GCSE 
Drop-in 

Year 10 & 11 
Music Students 

Monday 1.30-2pm MD3 Miss Naylor 

KS3 Maths Year 7, 8 & 9 Monday  3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan  

3D Catch-up KS4 Monday 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor 

Hospitality & 
Catering 
Catch-up 

KS4 Monday 3-4pm A5 Miss Hagan 

Art Catch-up KS4 Tuesday 3-4pm A1 Mrs Pearson 

Business 
(invite only) 

Year 10 & 11 Wednesday 1.20-2pm C10 Business Staff 

Maths 
Revision KS5  

Year 12/13 Wednesday 12.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell 

GCSE Further 
Maths 

Year 10 & 11 Thursday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan  

MFL 
Homework 
Club 

All Years Thursday 3-4pm G19 Miss Abbott 

Maths 
Revision KS5 

Year 12/13 Friday 1.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell 

 
 



 

 

Family Lives free online group and workshops - Spaces still available 

Family Lives are delivering the below online parenting group and Online workshops (via MS Teams), 
funded by Herts County Council in the Autumn term for parents/carers who live in Hertfordshire or who 
have a child attending a Hertfordshire school. 

  
Dads Together (6-week group) 
When: Wednesday 12 November to 17 December 
Time:   7pm to 9pm 
Online: Via MS Teams 
   

Online Workshops 
 
Anxiety around ADHD 

Wednesday 26 
November 

7.00pm – 9.00pm 
 

It’s a Dads Life 
Tuesday 2 December 

7.00pm – 9.00pm 
 

Sibling Rivalry 
Wednesday 3 

December 
7.00pm – 9.00pm 

 

Navigating the Storm 
(Parents of Teens) 

Tuesday 9 December 
7.00pm – 9.00pm 

 
 

To book a place please click here 
Referral Form for Family Lives Herts Parenting Groups and Workshops  

for our online referral form or scan the QR code on the flyers. 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/r6jjq2JCyT

