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STANBOROUGH TIMES

Edition 11: 27" November 2025

Message from the Headteacher — Mrs John

Our newsletter comes to you a day earlier this week as we have an occasional day tomorrow, so the school is
closed to all students and staff. After a busy few weeks since half term it is hopefully a day to take a breath
before the extra busy month of December starts! We have such a lot to pack in over the next several weeks
with all our Christmas events to look forward to. These include our now annual Christmas Cheer, Christmas
lunch and jumper day, House drama and Yuletide Soiree as well as parents’ evenings for Year 7 and Year 9.
The term will end with our end of term House assemblies for students and a count up of all the house points
and no doubt celebrations from the leading House. A huge thank you to all members of staff who give up
their time to organise and take part in these events. Tonight, we have our Rock and Pop event starting at 5pm
and we’re all getting excited to see our talented musicians and sound and light perform, see you there!

Headteacher’s Commendations

Spoorthi Muddi and Keerthi Muddi, Yr.7 for excellent
participation in this year’s Christmas Light Swich on Event in the
town centre.

Anika Sofat, Yr.7 for completing a four-day international trip to
Paris with her Guides unit.

Farhan Abdulazeez-Usman, Yr.7 for having his robotics project
chosen for recognition.

Jessica Latter, Evelyn Rayner and Ella Kirby, Yr.8 for excellent
participation in this year’s Christmas Light Swich on Event in the
town centre.

Aaron Sofat, Yr.9 for planning and leading a two-day orienteering and camping expedition.

Katie Eason, Yr.9 for excellent participation in this year’s Christmas Light Swich on Event in the town centre.
Riyaansh Mathew, Yr.9 for being selected by his Kumon club to support younger students.

Noah Paddick, Yr.11 for completing his Grade 6 Guitar exam and achieving a merit.

Arez Safini and Savion Man, Yr.12 for delivering a Year 7 assembly on kindness and speaking with
confidence and poise.

Juan Yaqub Florez, Yr.10 for outstanding commitment to extra-curricular sport.

Fin Taylor, Noah Barker, Harrison Bray, Noah McQuillen and Max Heath, Yr.10 for outstanding leadership
in the school football team.

Jimmy Dykes, Yr.10 for being selected to represent Hertfordshire in Hockey following a nomination from his
WGC Hockey club.

Quote of the week:

“Take rest; a field that has rested gives a bountiful crop.”
Ovid

Wish you a restful weekend.
Mrs John Provider
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Est. 1939

Important Safety Notice

We would like to remind parents/carers to be considerate at all times when picking up or dropping off your
children. Please do not block driveways or cause congestion in the roads surrounding Lemsford Lane.

The roads are very busy at these times and we urge drivers to please be patient and considerate to other
drivers and pedestrians to avoid any possible accident.

We would also ask that you do not use the entrance to the school car parks themselves to drop students
off as this causes disruption.

Thank you for your support.

Expectations and Scooters
Mrs Vlijter, Assistant Headteacher, writes:

Just a few reminders as we head into the cold season.
Students should wear only black, non-logoed coats, black hats and gloves, and black (or school) scarves.

We remind students riding to school to have well-lit bikes, if traveling in the dark, and to wear helmets.
Please also be reminded that use of escooters is illegal on public pathways and roads, therefore students
should not be using these to get to/from school.

Thanks in advance for your continued support in keeping expectations high!
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Forthcoming Events
1t — 5t December 2025

Week A

15t _ 3rd NHS Lincolnshire Virtual Work Experience for selected Year 10 Students
Year 12/13 Criminology Exam

2nd Christmas Cheer Event, 9.45-11am

3rd Consortium University Challenge at Stanborough

4th Year 7 Parents’ Evening, 2-6pm
Early close at 1.20pm for all students

5th Christmas Lunch for those who have booked a ticket

Christmas Jumper Day, £1 suggested donation

Early Finish — Thursday 4" December & Wednesday 10" December

A reminder that school will close for all students at 1.20pm on Thursday 4 December for the Year 7
parents’ evening and on Wednesday 10" December for the Year 9 parents’ evening.

There will be no lunch service on these days.

Post 16 lessons will continue if the teacher is not involved in this event. Students will have been
informed in advance by their teacher.

The booking system is open for Year 7 and Year 9 appointments. All appointments are via an online video
call and slots can be booked up to midnight the day before each event. For more information, please refer
to the letter emailed home recently. Any queries should be directed to

parentsevening@stanborough.herts.sch.uk.

Christmas Jumper / Festive Wear Day
Friday 5'" December

Stanborough

A reminder that our Christmas lunch is on Friday 5%
December. Please note our usual food service will
be available at break time on the day but at
lunchtime there will be no food or drinks available
other than Christmas lunch for those that have pre-
ordered it.

+ 4+ + |

(CHRISTMAS JUMPER &
(PHRISTMAS DINNER ‘BAY

FRIDAY 5TH DECEMBER 2025

This will also be our Christmas Jumper / Festive
Wear Day.

£1 donation, for non-uniform
(no crop tops/slogans/shorts etc)

A% A
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Bringing cheer to our local
community at Christmas through
songs, performances and pies!

An exclusive event for the elderly in our community

Tuesday 2" December 2025

1 i 9.45 - 11am
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House Drama Competition 2025, Thursday 11"

December

On December 11t we look forward to one of the biggest House

events in the calendar!

Come and see all four shows in one evening and find out who
has won the coveted House drama competition and those all-

important points!

Tickets available on Arbor.

Christmas Cheer for Our Community
Tuesday 2" December

Mr Modi, Assistant Headteacher, writes:

We're once again bringing joy and warmth to grandparents and
local elderly residents in our community with a special
Christmas Cheer event! Join us as we celebrate together
through music and songs that lift the spirit and spread holiday
happiness.

Please click this link and complete the form to confirm your free
space!

Christmas Cheer at Stanborough 2025 — Fill out form

Stanborough

VAN

THURSDAY

TITH DECEMBER 2025
5PM - 7.15PM

DOORS OPEN AT
4.30PM

Tickets £4, concessions £2
Family tickets £10 (2 adults, 2 concessions)
purchased via Arbor

Refreshments available

GCSE & A Level 2024/25 Presentation Evening

Tuesday 16" December 2025

Year 11 and Year 13 2024/25

PRESENTATION EVENING
TUESDAY 16TH DECEMBER 2025

s

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING OUR
GCSE AND A LEVEL STUDENTS, 2024/25
TO CELEBRATE THEIR EXAM SUCCESS

PLEASE NOTE: This event is for students who sat their GCSE or A Level exams
this summer.
PARENTS ARE REQUESTED TO CHECK THEIR EMAIL FOR DETAILS

FOR QUERIES OR TO CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE CONTACT
PRESENTATIONEVENING®STANBOROUGH.HERTS SCN,uy

High Expectations

If your child sat their GCSE or A Level exams this summer,
please check your email for an invitation to this year’s
presentation evening.

As well as an opportunity to meet up with old classmates and
enjoy some time to talk together, examination certificates will
be presented and there will also be subject and other awards
given out.

For any queries or to confirm your attendance please contact,
presentationevening@stanborough.herts.sch.uk

Thank you to all those who have responded.
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Farewell

Mrs Shukla, Careers Co-ordinator
Mrs Armitage, Deputy Headteacher, writes:

Although Natasha's time has been short and sweet, it has been no less impactful in terms of what she has
brought to our careers team. She has already set in motion lots of exciting enhancements to our careers
provision, which | am sure will go from strength to strength over the coming academic year. We thank her
for her hard work in the time she has been with us and wish her well for her move to Dubai with her family.
We will miss her.

Guest Speaker
Mr Maden, Subject Leader: Media Studies, writes:

Year 11 Media Students gained an insight into the inner workings of the broadcasting world from industry
expert Dan Whiting. Dan is an experienced journalist, broadcaster and author and he went through his
career history alongside giving students valuable tips in pursuing a career in broadcast journalism. Great
guestioning from the floor and Dan was impressed with the interaction from our Year 11s.

Student Success T
Well done to Rio, 7KK, for completing his first belt in his Code Ninjas e & CODENINJAS
club. CERTIFICATE

OF COMPLETION
T Aviard = Presented
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Sanzer

Esmee, 11HM, was recently invited to St John’s Lemsford primary school to talk
about her cycling journey with the current Year 5/6 students. Esmee also had
the opportunity to see her former Year 6 teacher.
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Student Success

Earlier this month Astrid, 7HM, competed at the London Regional
Trampoline competition qualifier for Level 4 in her age group. She
has achieved her new Personal Best score of 73.22. Well done,
Astrid!

Congratulations to Sevda, 9SE, who won the Student of the Year award at her
karate award ceremony last weekend.

Stanborough Root Wol"d
of the Week

Root Word of the Week
W/c 15t December 2025

hemisphere
hemicycle

The Great Stanborough Spelling Bee starts next week!

Stanborough Buzzing in, next week (Dec 1Y) -
at a Tutor Time near you.... ~

The Great Stanborough Spelling Bee!!

* Can¥YOU ...hold your nerve at tutor time next week?

* Can YOU spell out all the words correctly on your mini
whiteboards?

Do YOU have the resilience to do what it takes to be the
last one standing?

How FAR will your LOVE of CHOCOLATE, House Points
and your very own MineCraft Bee take YOU?
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Maths Week England
Mrs Coldwell, STEM Leader: Maths, writes:

Stanborough students impressed with their enthusiasm for MATHS WEEK ENGLAND
2025 which took place from 15th - 23rd November. There were puzzles set on Class
Charts each day and the response was the best yet, with a total of 313 entries from
104 different students. All entries received an award: Bronze for an attempt, Silver for a correct answer
and Gold for a really excellent explanation of a method leading to a correct answer. Students in Maths
Enrichment Club also contributed to a World Record attempt for the largest number of data points for
Buffon’s Needle, which is a method of approximating pi. The approximation works by dropping matchsticks
onto paper ruled with parallel lines and calculating the proportion of sticks which cross the lines. Our
contribution was only small, but we await the results of the World Record which will combine data from all
over the country.

The week kicked off with a launch event at MathsWorld London, the recently opened maths discovery
centre between Southwark and Blackfriars. Even if you didn’t get to the launch event, MathsWorld would
be a great place to visit at the weekend or in school holidays.

Maths Week England will be back about the same time next year so we have a “Save the date” for Maths
Week England 2026: Saturday 14th November - Sunday 22nd November.

Christmas Carolling
Mrs Vilijter, Assistant Headteacher, writes:

Today we took a troupe of merry carollers to four local care homes. Residents were put in the festive mood
with a rendition of Christmas songs, old and new. Our students sang beautifully, but moreover, they
chatted confidently and enthusiastically with the residents. Another example of how amazing our students
are!
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Question of the Week
Mathematics QUESTION’

MF THE
Mrs Sahjpall, KS3 Leader: Mathematics, writes: EK L

TU fx 88 )\ MATHS QUESTION OF THEWEEK | > oF &

SOLVE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TO EARN A GOLD AWARD
Deadline: 01.12.25
Submit your entry by email on Ssahjpall@stanborough.herts.sch.uk or on paper (Maths office)
Write your full name and form group on your entry

Higher GCSE Question

ABCD is a rhombus. The coordinates of A are (3, 7), and the coordinates of C are (11, 3). What is the
equation of the line BD?

D C (11, 3)

=Y

Foundation GCSE Question

On a standard 8X8 chessboard how many squares are there?

How many different sized squares are there?
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Geography Competition: Destination Stanborough!

Mrs Macdonald, Subject Leader: Geography, writes:

Following a successful debut competition, 'Destination Stanborough' is returning with a new
destination! Each week, two clues will be released via the Stanborough Times. These clues all link to one
particular city or landmark, which could be anywhere in the world. There will be 8 clues in total, and the
answer will be revealed after all clues have been shared. If you think you have solved the clues, email Mrs
Macdonald (AMacdonald@stanborough.herts.sch.uk) with your answer. Points will be awarded at the end
of the competition based on how many clues you need and how detailed your explanations of the clues
are.

The next two clues for this half term's destination are below, Good Luck!

Clue #7 Clue #8

Coding Challenge!
= ot
Mr Brown, Curriculum Leader: Computer Science, writes: m

Our new team of Digital Leaders would like to invite you to take part in
the coding challenge for this half term!

To take part:

e Use this link to go to Codementum.com

e Create an account - you can use your school email address if you like.

e Click "Start Coding"

¢ The challenge is to complete 10 levels a week gaining as many stars as you can!

To claim a prize:

¢ Go tothe Dashboard on the Codementum site that shows the levels you have completed and the
number of stars you have gained.

o Take a screen shot of your Dashboard.

¢ Send your screenshot with your name and form group to digitalleaders@stanborough.herts.sch.uk

¢ If you gain 30 stars from 10 levels in a week, you win a Gold!

¢ If you gain 20 or more from 10 levels in a week, you win a Silver!

If you gain 10 or more stars from 10 levels in week, you win a bronze!

The challenge ends on the last day of term, Friday 19t December 2025 - Good luck!
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Clubs and Activities Autumn Term 2025
We are very pleased to be able to offer students a variety of extra-curricular clubs and activities and

encourage students to take part in at least two extra-curricular activities a week.

Lunch Time
M f staff
Day Club/Activity Year Group Location ember ofsta
responsible
Young Carers Group (invite only) Year7-11 G6 Mrs Stratton
Monday
Culture & Change Society All Years Gl Mr Torindo
Tuesday Whizzy Wizards’ Writing Workshop Year 7-9 F5 Miss Davies
Wednesday Concert Band (Woodwind & Brass) All Years MD4 Miss Naylor
Music Theory Club All Years MD3 Miss Naylor
Thursday LGBTQ+ Group All Years F6 Ms Butcher
Script Writing Club Year 9+ ca Mrs Buist
Friday Music Technology Club All Years MD3 Mr Mollison
After School
Day Club/Activity Year Group | Time Location Member bl
responsible
Chorus & School Miss Naylor, Mr Mollison,
Production Rehearsals Performers | 3-4pm MD1/MD3 Mr Jones, Mrs Thaker
Monday House Dance Rehearsals | All Years 3-4.15pm Gym Miss Novelli
3D Design Club All Years 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor
Moot |
Nature & Eco Club All Years 3-4.15pm Sl:et n Dr Jolly
Tuesday Sound and Light Team All Years 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison
Coding Club (Wk A)
Lego Robotics (WK B) All Years 3-4pm c1 Mr Brown
School Production Miss Naylor, Mr Mollison,
Rehearsals Performers | 3-4pm MD1 Mr Jones, Mrs Thaker
- Invited . .
Wednesday | ShowBand (invite only) Students 3-4.30pm Miss Naylor & Mr Mollison
Debate Club All Years 3.15-4.30pm | F6 Miss Butcher
Chess Club All Years 3-4pm LRC Miss Wilson
Thursday
Instrumental Club Year 7-9 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison
Friday Maths Enrichment All Years 3.30-4.30pm | C3 Mrs Coldwell

High Expectations
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Sports & PE Extra Curricular Clubs

The SOCS Sports Calendar is now available on our website under What’s On/Sports Calendar,
Stanborough School, Welwyn Garden City | Sports Home

Lunch time Year Location Teacher in charge
(1.20pm - 1.55pm)
Monday Basketball Year 10 & 11 | Sports Hall Mr Minion
Dance All Years Gym Miss Novelli
Tuesday
Basketball Year 7,8 & 9 | Sports Hall Mr Harris
Wednesday Volleyball All Years Sports Hall Mr Foster
Thursday Girls Basketball All Years Sports Hall Miss Novelli
Friday Badminton All Years Sports Hall Mr Harris
Afterschool
Y L i Teacher in ch
(3.00-4.15pm) ear ocation eacher in charge
Girls Football All Years Field Miss Novelli & Mrs Harris
Monday Boys Football Year 7 Field Mr Foster
Netball Year 9 Courts Mrs Harris
Netball Year 8 Courts Mrs Harris
Mr Harris, Mr F
Tuesday Boys Football Year 8,9 &10 | Field rhars, i oster,
Mr Minion
Netball Year 10 & 11 | Courts Miss Novelli
Wednesday Volleyball Year 11 Sports Hall Mr Harris, Mr Foster,
¥ P Mr Minion
Netball Year 7 Courts Mrs Dean
Thursday
Basketball Year 9 & 10 Sports Hall Mr Harris
Friday No Clubs

Please note: Fixtures/Interhouse events will take priority over training.
Poor weather conditions may also affect the running of extra curriculum clubs.

Exams will take place in the Sports Hall
so no clubs that use the Sports Hall location will run during the exam period.
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Homework Support, Study & Catch-up Sessions

Homework club is for any students in the year group who would like to complete homework in a school

computer room after school. Homework club will run from 3-4pm on the relevant day.

Year Day Time Room Staff Member
Year 7 Wednesday 3-4pm C2 Mrs Stratton
Year 7 -11 | Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 3-4pm C2 Mrs Stratton
Subject Year Group Day Time Location |Staff Member
MUSIC,GCSE Year- 10&11 Monday 1.30-2pm MD3 Miss Naylor
Drop-in Music Students
KS3 Maths Year 7,8 &9 | Monday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan
3D Catch-up KS4 Monday 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor
Hospitality &
Catering KS4 Monday 3-4pm A5 Miss Hagan
Catch-up
Art Catch-up |KS4 Tuesday 3-4pm Al Mrs Pearson
Busi

.usq'\ess Year 10 & 11 |Wednesday 1.20-2pm C10 Business Staff
(invite only)
Maths Year 12/13 Wednesda 12.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell
Revision KS5 y ' i
GCSE Further

Maths Year 10 & 11 | Thursday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan
MFL

Homework All Years Thursday 3-4pm G19 Miss Abbott
Club
Maths .

Revision KS5 Year 12/13 Friday 1.20-2pm Cc8 Mrs Coldwell

Social Media @ Stanborough

Follow us on X, Facebook and Instagram to see all our news, events, updates and student successes

X - @StanboroughS
Facebook - StanboroughschoolWGC

Instagram - Stanboroughschool

LinkedIn

X N E Y lin]

- https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-school/

High Expectations
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Family Lives Free Online Workshops

Spaces still available on the below online free workshops

Family Lives are delivering the below online workshops (via MS Teams), funded by Herts County Council
in the Autumn term for parents/carers who live in Hertfordshire or who have a child attending a

Hertfordshire school.

For many dads, managing their children’s behaviour can prove a particularly
challenging time when raising children. This workshop aims to empower dads
with the knowledge and skills to develop deeper connections with their
children and enhance their parenting journey.

[ When |
Tuesday 2nd December 2025

g
Scan Me!
To book your place:

« Please scan our QR code to use our online referral form
« Or call Lesley on 020 4522 8701

7.00pm to 9.00pm

Online via MS Teams

o Hortfordshro
www.familylives.org.uk County Councl

We build better family lives together Funded by
|
ST AL e prsrom—
iy

:#5% | family
T lives

For many parents, managing their teenager's behaviour can prove a particularly
challenging time when raising children. This workshop aims to give parents effective
strategies to identify and respond appropriately, o that they are better equipped to help
their teen navigate and regulate their emotions during times of extreme distress or
otherwise.

 When | e

Tuesday 9th December 2025 %
7.00pm to 9.00pm “
Q .
Online via MS Teams Q)?. (
Scan Me!

To book your place:

« Please scan our QR code to use our online referral form
« Orcall Lesley on 020 4522 8701

i Hertiordshire:
www.familylives.org.uk County Counci

oo T SR v
-

We build better family lives together Funded by ‘ 2

To book a place
please click

here Referral Form
for Family Lives Herts
Parenting Groups and
Workshops for our
online referral form
or scan the QR code
on the flyers.

An exciting opportunity for our students: Become a Member of Youth Parliament (MYP)

Who can apply?

e Young people aged 11-18.
What do MYPs do?

e Meet with decision makers

e Organise events and run campaigns

o  Make speeches and hold debates

e Ensure the views of young people are heard by those in

power

e Represent the views of young people in their constituency
e Support youth voices and actively engage with their peers
e Regularly report back to young people in their area and

more!
About the UK Youth Parliament:

e A democratic programme made up of young

representatives

e Focused on empowering youth and ensuring their voices
are considered in decision-making

Interested or have questions?

e Scan the QR code on the attached flyer
e Contact: smodi@stanborough.herts.sch.uk

High Expectations

Services for
Young People

Hertfordshire County Council

This is an amazing opportunity to:

Represent the young people in your area

To find out more and express your interest,
please complete the short form on the
Services for Young People website

—scan the QR code below.

UK Youth Parliament

Become a Member of UKYP

Would you like to become a Member
of Youth Parliament?

This is your chance to make sure the

Meet with decision makers views of young people are listened to.

Influence social and political change Members of Youth Parliament must:

* Beaged11-18
* Live, work, be educated, or volunteer
in Hertfordshire.

You will be supported by SfYP Youth
Workers at every stage.

Tel: 0300 123 7538
SfYP@hertiordshire.gov.uk

X €@ @Hcestyp

more details
on our website

www.servicesforyoungpeople.org

Scan for

Hertfordshire
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Families First update - community supermarket
The community supermarkets are now open to self-referral.

Everything in-store is priced under £1, and you can pick up to 20 items

per visit.
Open across 8 locations in Hertfordshire.

Find out more: Community Supermarket

Click here for all the help and advice on offer from
Families First

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
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Mulled Wine, Food, Hamper Raffle,

6 and 7 December
Tombola, Handicrafts and Cakes

12 -5pm

Admission £3.50 (under 12s free)
Supporting St Francis of Assisi Church and the

1st Welwyn Garden City (St Francis) Scouts
Church Road

N o =
Welwyn Garden City S.‘rr f'\vf\
aleoq) ey Scouts

St Francis of Assisi Church
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Families First
News sharing ™

Community Supermarket

A

COMMUNITY
SUPERMARKET

DELIVERED BY
Community Help Hertfordshire
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Early help. brighter futures

Karen Dorney

Head of Service
SUPPORTING FAMILIES | CHILDRENS SERVICES

NOVEMBER 2025
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> Selected dates in December

Festive Farm Entry includes
Christmas Activity Pack * Festive Woodland
Walk the farm & see the farm animals

Meet Father Christmas

Father Christmas in his outside grotto
(includes a quality toy)
Meet the Elves
Write a letter to Father Christmas
Werite a wish for the Wish Tree
Bag up reindeer food & carrot to take home to Rudolph

Additional Activities
Santa Paws — bring your beloved pooches to meet
Father Christmas include treat & toy

Harvest your Own Christmas Tree
Festive Tractor & Trailer Ride
Feed the farm animals

gook online www.churchfarmarde|ey.co.uk
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CHuRcH FARM, ARDELEY -
A Free Range Experience
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Yuletide Soiree

We are delighted to announce that our Post 16 students will be hosting our annual Yuletide Soiree on Friday
12t December, 5pm.

This festive event brings together our school community to celebrate and raise funds for The British Red
Cross.

Tickets can be purchased via Arbor or on the door.

See you there!

’

* YULETIDE:
SOIREE

e STUDENT ARTWORK FOR SALE
e RAFFLE PRIZES TO BE WON

e LIVE PERFORMANCES FROM STUDENTS

December 12th | 5pm
£5 Ticket Price

MONEY DONATED TO

R BritishRedCross
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