
 

 

                                                                                    Edition 15: 9th January 2026 

Message from the Headteacher – Mrs John                                                                                   
Welcome back and welcome to the Spring Term. I hope you all had a restful break and are feeling ready for 
the weeks ahead. This week, our Year 13 students begin their final round of mock examinations. We wish 
them every success in their revision and preparation. Mock exams play a vital role in identifying areas for 
improvement and help students focus their efforts as they prepare for their summer examinations. 

Year 11 parents will have the opportunity to discuss their child’s mock examination results with subject 
teachers during the Parents’ Evening on 14th January. Mock results were issued last term, and we strongly 
encourage parents to book an online appointment to raise any questions or concerns. Please note that all 
appointments will take place via online video call. The next round of mock exams for Year 11 will take place 
in February/March.  

A reminder that school will close at 1.20pm on 14th January for all students. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We look forward to a positive and successful term ahead. 

 

Headteacher’s Commendations 
Alexander Weeks and Amelia Sycamore Yr.7 for excellent 
support at the recent Christmas Fair at The Ryde Primary 
School. 
Adrian Russu-Greenidge, Yr.7 for a consistent outstanding 
attitude to learning in all PE lessons. 
Sienna Roberts, Yr.7 for winning the Tap runner up award at 
a recent annual presentation evening with her Dance Club. 
Evie Rayner, Yr.8 for winning the Senior Tap Award in a 
recent Dance Presentation show. 
Amelia Roberts, Yr.8 for winning the Modern runner up 
award at a recent annual presentation evening with her Dance Club. 
Maddie Waeland, Yr.9 for being selected to represent the UK at the 26th World Scout Jamboree in Poland. 
Ingrid Cherbino, Yr.10 for excellent support at the recent Christmas Fair at The Ryde Primary School. 
Jenna Roberts, Yr.11 for winning the Modern Cup at a recent annual presentation evening with her Dance 
Club. 
Denzel Adebambi, Yr.12 for generous support at the KS3 Maths Club on Mondays and the Level 2 Further 
Maths Club on Thursdays. 
Ruby Gibbons, Yr.13 for going above and beyond to improve her Art portfolio. 
Sophie Mossman, Chloe Kanangwe and Hafiza Malik, Yr.13 for outstanding support at the recent whole 
school Christmas Lunch. 
 
 

Quote of the week:  
“The new year stands before us, like a chapter in a book, waiting to be written”  
Melody Beattie 
 
Wish you a restful weekend. 
Mrs John 



 

 

Headteacher Commendations 

 

 
 
Forthcoming Events 
12th – 16th January 
Week A 
 

12th & 13th  Year 13 Mock Exams 

13th  Walking Talking Maths Mock, 8.35-11am 

14th  
Year 11 Parents’ Evening, 2-6pm, via online video call 
Early finish for all students, 1.20pm 

15th  Walking Talking Maths Mock, 10-11am 

16th  
Year 12 Power of Events Assembly 
Walking Talking Maths Mock, 2-3pm 

 
 
 



 

 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
Wednesday 14th January 2026 

Year 11 parents’ evening takes place on Wednesday 14th January 2026, 2-6pm. All appointments are via an 
online video call. Appointments can be made from now until midnight on Tuesday 13th January. Below is a 
link to the booking system. 

https://stanborough.schoolcloud.co.uk/  

We hope all Year 11 parents/carers can participate in this event as it is an ideal opportunity to discuss your 
child’s progress with teachers.  

If you have any queries, please contact parentsevening@stanborough.herts.sch.uk 

 

Early Close for students – Wednesday 14th January 2026 

School will finish at 1.20pm for students on Wednesday 14th January for 
the Year 11 Parents’ Evening. 

Post 16 lessons will continue as normal if the teacher is not involved in 
the parents’ evening. Post 16 teachers will inform their class about this 
in advance. 

Please note, there will be no lunch service on this day. 

 

Proud Thursdays 

Mr Persand, Deputy Headteacher, writes: 

A brilliant Proud Thursday celebrating students who have 
gone above and beyond in their learning and wider school 
life. Well done to Favour for her French written work, 
Makayla for a persuasive letter presenting balanced 
arguments, and Princes, Hannah and Favour for their 
thoughtful contribution to celebrating culture and 
diversity.  

A special mention as well to Jack for being a Hertfordshire 
Anti Violence Champion. You all presented with confidence and pride, and you should be very proud of 
yourselves. 

 

A special Proud Thursday recognition for Isabelle for her outstanding 
achievements in swimming. Through determination and perseverance, 
Isabelle has achieved success at county level, earning bronze, silver and 
gold medals, and securing her place to compete again in January. A 
fantastic achievement and a great example of commitment paying off. 
We are very proud. 

https://stanborough.schoolcloud.co.uk/
mailto:parentsevening@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Student Success 

Andreas, 10SM, helped the community over the Christmas period by doing 
a lot of litter picking to get rid of excess Christmas rubbish. 

 

Isabel, 7SE, started the New Year by 
performing as the March Hare in a local 
Alice in Wonderland pantomime in Digswell 
with the Digswell Players. There were eight 
shows in total. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Panos, 7BM, recently completed 
the Blue Belt in his coding club 

and moved on to Purple Belt. He is 
now learning C# scripting language 

in Unity Engine. 

 

 

Mel, 8SE and Daniel, 7KL, took part 
in a community Christmas event in Hatfield Town Centre, where they 

sang Christmas carols and helped distribute gifts to children alongside 
Santa Claus. The event was organised by the Romanian Association in the 

UK and focused on bringing joy to the local community. 

 

Congratulations to Aaron, 9BP, who 
received his Chief Scout’s Gold Award in 

December. 

 

Root Word of the Week 
W/c 12th January 2026 

 



 

 

Geography Competition: Destination Stanborough! 

Mrs Macdonald, Subject Leader: Geography, writes: 

'Destination Stanborough' is back for the first Geography competition of 2026!  Each week, two clues will 
be released via the Stanborough Times.  These clues all link to one particular city or landmark, which could 
be anywhere in the world.  There will be 8 clues in total, and the answer will be revealed after all clues 
have been shared.   

If you think you have solved the clues, email Mrs Macdonald,  AMacdonald@stanborough.herts.sch.uk with 
your answer.  Points will be awarded at the end of the competition based on how many clues you need and 
how detailed your explanations of the clues are. 

The first two clues for this half term's destination are below, Good Luck! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Profile 

Mrs Abrahams, Assistant Headteacher  

With over twenty years of teaching experience, I believe in the transformative 
nature of education and supporting all children to succeed and realise their 
potential. Indeed, being a mother of two boys, the youngest born with a 
disability, I understand the importance of education both at home and at 
school and how the possibilities of achievement are endless regardless of an 
individual’s starting point.  

Raised with six siblings in East London by parents who were both teachers, it is no surprise that five of us 
our now teachers and or married to teachers! Family gatherings, therefore, are a loud, fun and busy 
occasion.   

I am an English Literature and Language Graduate from King’s College London and believe that my passion 
for my subject is an intrinsic element of my teaching as I foster a love of reading, academic writing, 
critical thinking and discussion.   I have had a number of roles that have developed my experience of 
education from being a Year Leader and Head of English.   

In my spare time, I horse ride, am an avid reader, love a good catch up with friends, enjoy films, a play or a 
tv programme and most importantly spending time with my family! 

mailto:AMacdonald@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Question of the Week 

Mathematics 

Mrs Sahjpall, KS3 Leader: Mathematics, writes: 

 MAths Question of the Week   
Solve one of the following to earn a GOLD Award 

Deadline: 11.01.26 
Submit your entry by email on Ssahjpall@stanborough.herts.sch.uk or on paper (Maths office) 

Write your full name and form group on your entry 

 

Higher GCSE Question 

Max is saving to buy a computer game that costs £26  

He saves 5p, 10p and 50p coins in a jar.  

The ratio of 5p to 10p to 50p coins is 2 : 5 : 1  

There are 120 coins in the jar. How much more does he need to save? 

 

Foundation GCSE Question 

You have discovered a mysterious box with a number combination lock.  

The box is locked, and you need to figure out the correct combination to open it. 

A note with some clues has been left underneath the box. It reads as follows: 

The first digit of the combination is a perfect square. 

The second digit is twice the value of the first digit. 

The third digit is the product of the first two digits. 

 

How can you unlock this box? 

 

 

 

Social Media @ Stanborough 

Follow us on X, Facebook and Instagram to see all our news, events, updates and student successes 

 

X - @StanboroughS  

Facebook - StanboroughschoolWGC 

Instagram - Stanboroughschool 

LinkedIn -  https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-school/ 

mailto:Ssahjpall@stanborough.herts.sch.uk
https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-school/


 

 

Clubs and Activities Spring Term 2026 
We are very pleased to be able to offer students a variety of extra-curricular clubs and activities and 
encourage students to take part in at least two extra-curricular activities a week. 

Lunch Time 

Day Club/Activity Year Group Location 
Member of staff 
responsible 

Monday 

Young Carers Group (invite only) Year 7 - 11 G6 Mrs Stratton 

Culture & Change Society All Years G1 Mr Torindo 

Art Club KS3 (Wk B) Years 7-9 A5 Mrs Pearson 

Tuesday Whizzy Wizards’ Writing Workshop Year 7-9 F5 Miss Davies 

Wednesday 
Concert Band  
(Woodwind & Brass) 

All Years 
Ensemble 
Room 

Mr Router 

 Guitar Club All Years MD3 Mr Hartley 

Thursday 

Music Theory Club All Years MD3 Miss Naylor 

LGBTQ+ Group All Years F6 Ms Butcher 

Script Writing Club Year 9+ C4 Mrs Buist 

Friday Music Technology Club All Years  MD3 Mr Mollison 

 3D Club Years 7-9 A4 Mr Beevor 

 

After School   

Day Club/Activity Year Group Time Location 
Member of staff 
responsible 

Monday 
Show Band 

Invitation 
Only 

3-4pm MD1 / MD3 Mr Mollison 

Chorus All Years 3-4pm MD2 Miss Naylor 

Tuesday 

Nature & Eco Club All Years 3-4.15pm 
Meet in 
S10 

Dr Jolly 

Sound and Light Team All Years 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison 

Coding Club (Wk A) 
Lego Robotics ( Wk B) 

All Years 3-4pm C1 Mr Brown 

Wednesday 

School Production 
Rehearsals until Feb ½ term 

Invitation 
Only 

3-4pm MD1 
Miss Naylor, Mr Mollison, 
Mr Jones, Mrs Thaker 

Show Band  
Invitation 
Only 

3-4.30pm  Miss Naylor & Mr Mollison 

Debate Club All Years 3.15-4.30pm F6 Miss Butcher 

Thursday 
Chess Club All Years 3-4pm LRC Miss Wilson 

Instrumental Club Year 7-9 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison 

 3D Club KS3 Year 7-9 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor 

Friday Maths Enrichment All Years 3.30-4.30pm C3 Mrs Coldwell 



 

 

Sports & PE Extra Curricular Clubs  

The SOCS Sports Calendar is now available on our website under What’s On/Sports Calendar, 
Stanborough School, Welwyn Garden City | Sports Home 

 

 Lunch time 
(1.20pm – 1.55pm) 

Year Location Teacher in charge 

Monday Basketball Year 10 & 11 Sports Hall Mr Minion 

Tuesday 
Dance All Years  Gym Miss Novelli 

Basketball Year 7, 8 & 9 Sports Hall Mr Harris 

Wednesday Volleyball All Years Sports Hall Mr Foster 

Friday Badminton All Years Sports Hall Mr Harris 

 

 
Afterschool  
(3.00-4.15pm) 

Year Location Teacher in charge 

Monday 

Girls Football All Years  Field Miss Novelli & Mrs Harris 

Boys Football Year 7 Field Mr Foster 

Netball  
until Feb ½ term 

Year 9  Courts Mrs Harris 

 

Tuesday 

Netball  
until Feb ½ term 

Year 8  Courts Mrs Harris 

Basketball Year 7 & 8 Sports Hall Mr Foster & Mr Minion 

Table Tennis 
Starts 2nd February 

All Years Gym Mr Harris 

Wednesday 

Netball  
until Feb ½ term 

Year 10 & 11 Courts Miss Novelli 

Volleyball Year 11 Sports Hall 
Mr Harris, Mr Foster,  
Mr Minion 

Thursday 

Netball  
until Feb ½ term 

Year 7  Courts Mrs Dean 

Rugby All Years Sports Hall Mr Harris 

Friday No Clubs 
 

  

Please note: Fixtures/Interhouse events will take priority over training. 

Poor weather conditions may also affect the running of extra curriculum clubs. 

Exams will take place in the Sports Hall  
so no clubs that use the Sports Hall location will run during the exam period. 

https://sport.stanborough.herts.sch.uk/


 

 

Homework Support, Study & Catch-up Sessions 

Homework club is for any students in the year group who would like to complete homework in a school 
computer room after school. Homework club will run from 3-4pm on the relevant day.  

 

Year  Day Time Room  Staff Member 

Year 7 Wednesday 3-4pm C2 Mrs Stratton 

Year 7 -11 Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 3-4pm C2 Mrs Stratton 

 
Subject Year Group Day Time Location Staff Member 

Music GCSE 
Drop-in 

Year 10 & 11 
Music Students 

Monday 1.30-2pm MD3 Miss Naylor 

Maths Year 7-10 Monday  3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan  

Hospitality & 
Catering 
Catch-up 

KS4 Monday 3-4pm A7 Miss Hagan 

Art Catch-up KS4 Tuesday 3-4pm A1 Mrs Pearson 

3D Catch-up KS4 Tuesday 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor 

Business 
(invite only) 

Year 10 & 11 Wednesday 1.20-2pm C10 Business Staff 

Maths 
Revision KS5  

Year 12/13 Wednesday 12.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell 

GCSE Further 
Maths 

Year 10 & 11 Thursday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan  

MFL 
Homework 
Club 

All Years Thursday 3-4pm G19 Miss Abbott 

GCE Maths 
Revision KS5 

Year 12/13 Friday 1.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell 

GCSE Maths 
Revision KS4 

Year 11 Friday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Who's in Charge? course - spaces available 

There are spaces available on the eight week Who's in Charge? courses: 

➢ Monday evenings from 26th Jan 2026.  6:30-8:30pm @ Onslow St.Audrey's School 
➢ Wednesday mornings from 28th Jan.  9:30-11:30am @ Peartree Primary School.  

No session during half-term. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Spark Squad 2026  
Social Provision for girls with neurodivergent 
profiles 

 



 

 

 

Imagination Dance 

At Imagination Dance, we run regular dance and movement classes for children with suspected or 
diagnosed additional needs in Welwyn Garden City. 

“Imagination Dance is invaluable to families of children with SEN. There really is minimal classes or places 
that cater for children with SEND. This is the one place we feel safe, not judged and most importantly 
accepted” 

We run three sessions at this location: 

Imagine & Move: sensory movement classes using props, music and dance-based activities, for those 
aged 3+ who need support from a parent/carer to participate and struggle to follow instruction. 

Magic Movers: a creative dance class aiming to build confidence and social skills through dance and 
activities, for those aged 7+that can follow clear instructions and participate independently. 

Imagine & Move Senior: sensory movement classes using props, music and dance-based activities, for 
those aged 11+ who need support from a parent/carer to participate and struggle to follow instruction. 

These classes are on Wednesdays at the Digswell Village Hall: 
Imagine & Move | 4.30 – 5pm 
Magic Movers | 5.15 – 6pm *Waiting list available  
Imagine & Move Senior | 6.10 – 6.50pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


