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Edition 17: 23" January 2026
Message from the Headteacher — Mrs John

We were pleased to welcome several groups of visitors to our school this week. On Monday, students who
have expressed aninterest in Law attended a special assembly led by guest speaker and former student, Chloe
Fisher. As part of our Alumni programme, Chloe spoke about her journey into a career in Law and her future
aspirations. Her talk was both inspiring and informative. We have recently been fortunate to welcome three
former students back to Stanborough to speak about their careers since leaving school, and we hope to
continue inviting many more alumni to inspire our students and highlight the wide range of career pathways
available to them. On Tuesday and Wednesday, we welcomed representatives from the Royal Navy, who
spoke to Year 8 students about the surprisingly diverse career opportunities on offer.

During the first half of the week, we were delighted to welcome a team of Challenge Partners reviewers to
Stanborough School. Their visit was a valuable opportunity to reflect on our work, celebrate our strengths,
and identify ways we can become even better for our community. The reviewers acted as supportive and
constructive friends, sharing helpful insights from their own experience and offered ideas that will help us
continue to improve our provision for all students. Our leadership team found their feedback incredibly useful
and are excited to build on it as we shape the future of learning at Stanborough. Thank you to everyone who
contributed to the review (students and staff) and | look forward to sharing the report with you shortly.
Yesterday evening, we held our annual Dance Showcase. We are so proud of our talented students, both those
who performed wonderful routines on stage and those who worked hard behind the scenes to make the event
such a success. Thank you to everyone involved. Our next major event is our school production, School of
Rock. Further information and tickets will be available soon!

Headteacher’s Commendations
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Quote of the week:

“If you spend too much time thinking about a thing, you’ll never get it done.”

Bruce Lee 500
Ofsted

Wish you a restful weekend. Cood
Mrs John Provider
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Headteacher Commendations

Ethan Hawkins, Yr.7 for
being selected for the
Parallel Academy Maths
tutorial programme.
Megan Murray, Yr.7 for o 75 L =
completing her Level 1in L e
Gymnastics and being
awarded her final medal in
the series. 1§
Andrew Cristia, Yr.7 for " B . ﬂ
going above and beyond in F s

researching and writing up = e i ¢

about a Spanish Christmas. b 4
Isaac Wiggs, Yr.7 for
showing outstanding
kindness and consistent
support to a classmate.
Oscar Atkins, Isabel Kula
and Emilio Rodrigues, Olive
Frederic, Livia Gorelli
Simone, Annabel Sharp
and Rosie Wu Yr.7 for
Outstanding contributions
to the Student Stanborough
Times.

Freddie Matthews, Yr.8 for
moving up two grades in
Mixed Martial Arts and
achieving an Orange Belt.
Finn Vickers, Yr.8 for
reading a million words
since September and
becoming a millionaire
reader.

Luca Accurso, Yr.9 for
winning both Gold and Silver medals in a recent Brazilian Ju Jitsu tournament.

Macy Ray-Knight, Yr.9 for excellent support at a recent Church Disability Club.

Andreas Michael, Yr.10 for excellent work in the community, completing a voluntary litter pick.

David Antunes, Fraser Gibbs, Cait Mcintosh, Omar Refaat and Olti Skenderi, Yr.11 for completing the
Level 2 Further Maths mock exam and scoring a very high grade.

Alec Lowe, Yr.12 for outstanding support to the Level 2 Further Maths study sessions.

Zac Lewis and James Robinson, Yr.12 for outstanding support with the Year 8 and 9 Spanish lessons.
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Forthcoming Events
26t — 30t January

Week A
26t — 30t Year 12 Assessments in Lessons
26t Year 10/11 Harry Potter Studios Trip
27t Year 9 Options Evening, 5pm

Year 9-10 Robot Rumble Competition
28th Intermediate Maths Challenge
Year 11 Oaklands St Albans Trip

Reminder !
Year 8 Parents’ Evening and Early Close, Wednesday 4" February

Year 8 parents’ evening takes place on Wednesday 4th February 2026, 2-6pm. The booking system is open
to make your online video call appointments. Year 8 parents/carers are asked to refer to the letter emailed
home for details.

School will finish at 1.20pm for all students. Post 16 lessons will continue as normal if the teacher is not
involved in the Parents’ Evening. Post 16 teachers will have informed their classes about this in advance.

Please note there will be no lunch service on this day.

Year 9 DTPM Immunisations, Tuesday 3™ February

In line with the National Immunisation Programme, the Community School Aged Immunisation Service
offers Diphtheria, Tetanus and Polio and Meningococcal ACWY vaccinations to all pupils in Year 9.

Year 9 parents/carers are asked to check their email for a letter which has been emailed home earlier this
week for more information.

Please note that a response is required, please complete the online form to accept or decline these
vaccinations. A link to this form is in the letter.

Social Media @ Stanborough

Follow us on X, Facebook and Instagram to see all our news,

Root Word of the Week events, updates and student successes
W/c 26" January 2026

X - @StanboroughS

s.m Root Word Facebook - StanboroughschoolWGC
,!, of the Week Instagram - Stanboroughschool

WB Jan 26 2025

LinkedIn
bat — fight - https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-school/

cgrz%e @
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G hy C tition: Destination Stanb h!
eograpny Competition estination >tanboroug Clue #5

Sy amacity™
L o snow at thetop L
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Mrs Macdonald, Subject Leader: Geography, writes:

'Destination Stanborough' is back for the first Geography competition of
2026! Each week, two clues will be released via the Stanborough
Times. These clues all link to one particular city or landmark, which could
be anywhere in the world. There will be eight clues in total, and the
answer will be revealed after all clues have been shared.

If you think you have solved the clues, email Mrs Macdonald,
AMacdonald@stanborough.herts.sch.uk, with your answer. Points
will be awarded at the end of the competition based on how many
clues you need and how detailed your explanations of the clues are.

The next set of clues for this half term's destination are here, Good
Luck!

Staff Profile

Miss Masterson, Curriculum Leader: Mathematics

During the summer of 2020, after graduating with a B.Ed in Mathematics and
Science from St. Mary's University College, Belfast, | made the decision to move to
England and begin my career as a Mathematics Teacher. In my time before joining
Stanborough this September, | have had a number of roles that developed my
experience and passion for education, including PSHE Lead and Head of Year. In
any role, | am always looking to encourage our young people to think creatively
and critically about the world around them and to identify how they could best
use their own gifts and talents to leave behind a world which is better than that

they have inherited.

Growing up in Belfast, | was the youngest of three girls. Neither of my parents attended university and in
fact, my father's access to education was greatly hindered by the conflict in the Belfast area at the time.
Recognising the transformative impact education could have not only on anindividual child's future, but of
the future generations of that family, my parents encouraged and supported us all throughout our time in
school and as a result we each went on to achieve our chosen degree or career pathways. And so, it was
through my own experience that | saw the impact education can have on changing a person's
circumstances, and it was this which drew me into education as a career

Mathematics wasn't a subject that | found came naturally to me during my time at school, but | had the
fortunate experience of having a teacher at GCSE and A Level who celebrated mistakes as learning
opportunities in the subject and challenged us to show the resilience to try again. This experience of
mathematics helped me grow a love for the subject. As | studied the subject further, | realised that what |
loved the most was creatively and logically finding a solution to something that seems 'impossible’. It was
this that made me confident that mathematics teaching was the pathway | needed to pursue.

In addition to teaching, | also play Gaelic Football for the London LGFA panel and St. Kiernan's Ladies Gaelic
Football team, (recent London and All Britain Junior Champions). | also play netball in the Hertfordshire
local league and enjoy attending concerts, reading and listening to music.
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Question of the Week
Mathematics QUESTION’

WEEK a

Mrs Sahjpall, KS3 Leader: Mathematics, writes:

0
TU fx 88 MATHS QUESTION OF THE ekl > o8 &

SOLVE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TO EARN A GOLD AWARD
Deadline: 25.01.26
Submit your entry by email on Ssahjpall@stanborough.herts.sch.uk or on paper (Maths office)
Write your full name and form group on your entry

Higher GCSE Question

The diagram shows a square inside a circle The circle is inside an outer square.

N

N
X

A4

N
v

8cm

The length of the outer square is 8cm. Find the distance marked

Foundation GCSE Question
Three friends, Alex, Ben, and Chris, are competing in a maths competition.
Alex correctly answers 60% of the questions.
Ben correctly answers 75% of the questions.
Chris correctly answers 80% of the questions.
They all answer the same number of questions.

In total, they answer 258 questions correctly.

How many questions were asked in total during the maths competition?
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Super Curriculum and Proud Thursdays
Mr Persand, Deputy Headteacher, writes;

The Super Curriculum and Proud Thursdays are both designed to encourage curiosity, creativity and
confidence in our Key Stage 3 students, helping them go beyond the classroom and celebrate their
achievements.

W
The Super Curriculum gives students the chance to !L§: Qmm
explore their subjects in greater depth and discover mumm &

what truly interests them. Each subject offers activities

that extend learning beyond lessons, helping to build @M %M Z‘i@ru. o@&

knowledge, confidence and independent thinking.

Taking part helps students to:

These activities come under four simple categories: * Develop a genuine love for their favourite subjects
. * Explore areas of interest before choosing GCSE options
Read. Watch. Listen. Do. * Gain wider experiences and new perspectives
. . . A . * Build ideas and opinions through independent study
They might include reading an article, watching a short
documentary, listening to a podcast or completing a Students can find all the activities M
practical task linked to a subject. B Oty ettt

https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/super-curriculum/.
Taking part helps students to:

Once an activity is completed, students should email
e Develop a genuine love for their favourite subjects thelrworkor reflection to

. . supercurriculum@stanborough.herts.sch.uk
e Explore areas of interest before choosing GCSE ' e

. to earn reward points and recognition for their effort.
options
e Gain wider experiences and new perspectives v 9 X
e Build ideas and opinions through independent - +

study

Students can find all the activities on our website at
https://stanborough.herts.sch.uk/super-curriculum/.

EACH WEEK, UP TO TEN STUDENTS
WILL HAVE THE CHANCE TO PRESENT THEIR
WORK, RECEIVE REWARD POINTS,
AND CELEBRATE THEIR SUCCESS.

Once an activity is completed, students should email
their work or reflection to
supercurriculum@stanborough.herts.sch.uk to earn
reward points and recognition for their effort.

Proud

Thursdays
Proud Thursdays y

Stanborough

Every Thursday lunchtime, students can bring along
something they are proud of to the Proud Table. It
could be a piece of creative writing, artwork, a science
project, a maths problem they solved, a history or
geography poster, or even a Super Curriculum activity
they completed.

Every Thursday lunchtime, students can bring along something

Each week, up to ten students will have the chance to they are proud of to the Proud Table.
. . . It could be a piece of creative writing, artwork, a science project,
present their wor k: receive reward poi nts, a nd a maths problem they solved, a history or geography poster, or

celebrate their success. even a Super Curriculum activity they completed.
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Clubs and Activities Spring Term 2026

We are very pleased to be able to offer students a variety of extra-curricular clubs and activities and

encourage students to take part in at least two extra-curricular activities a week.

Lunch Time
. . M f staff
Day Club/Activity Year Group | Location embe.r ofsta
responsible
Young Carers Group (invite only) Year7-11 G6 Mrs Stratton
Monday Culture & Change Society All Years G1 Mr Torindo
Art Club KS3 (Wk B) Years 7-9 A5 Mrs Pearson
Tuesday Whizzy Wizards’ Writing Workshop Year 7-9 F5 Miss Davies
Concert Band Ensemble
Wednesday (Woodwind & Brass) All Years Room Mr Router
Guitar Club All Years MD2 Mr Acardo
Music Theory Club All Years MD3 Miss Naylor
Thursday LGBTQ+ Group All Years F6 Ms Butcher
Script Writing Club Year 9+ c4 Mrs Buist
Friday Music Technology Club All Years MD3 Mr Mollison
3D Club Years 7-9 Ad Mr Beevor
After School
. . . . M f staff
Day Club/Activity Year Group | Time Location ember of sta
responsible
Show Band Invitation 1 3 4o MD1/MD3 | Mr Mollison
Monday Only
Chorus All Years 3-4pm MD2 Miss Naylor
Nature & Eco Club All Years 3-4.15pm g/llgﬂ n Dr Jolly
Tuesday Sound and Light Team All Years 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison
Coding Club (Wk A)
All'Y -4 1 Mr B
Lego Robotics (Wk B) ears 3-4pm ¢ rerown
School Production Invitation 3.4 MD1 Miss Naylor, Mr Mollison,
Rehearsals until Feb % term | Only pm Mr Jones, Mrs Thaker
Wednesday | ghow Band I(;l;/;\t/atlon 3-4.30pm Miss Naylor & Mr Mollison
Debate Club All Years 3.15-4.30pm | F6 Miss Butcher
Chess Club All Years 3-4pm LRC Miss Wilson
Thursday
Instrumental Club Year 7-9 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison
3D Club KS3 Year 7-9 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor
Friday Maths Enrichment All Years 3.30-4.30pm | C3 Mrs Coldwell
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Sports & PE Extra Curricular Clubs

The SOCS Sports Calendar is now available on our website under What’s On/Sports Calendar,
Stanborough School, Welwyn Garden City | Sports Home

Lunch time Year Location Teacher in charge
(1.20pm - 1.55pm)
Monday Basketball Year 10 & 11 | Sports Hall Mr Minion
Dance All Years Gym Miss Novelli
Tuesday
Basketball Year 7, 8 & 9 | Sports Hall Mr Harris
Wednesday Volleyball All Years Sports Hall Mr Foster
Friday Badminton All Years Sports Hall Mr Harris
Afterschool Y Locati Teacher in ch
(3.00-4.15pm) ear ocation eacher in charge
Girls Football All Years Field Miss Novelli & Mrs Harris
Monday Boys Football Year 7 Field Mr Foster
Ngtball Year 9 Courts Mrs Harris
until Feb % term
Ngtball Year 8 Courts Mrs Harris
until Feb % term
Basketball Year 7 & 8 Sports Hall Mr Foster & Mr Minion
Tuesday _
Table Tennis All Years Gym Mr Harris
Starts 2nd February
Ngtball1 Year 10 & 11 | Courts Miss Novelli
Wednesda until Feb % term
Y Volleyball Year 11 Sports Hall Mr Harris, Mr Foster,
¥ P Mr Minion
Ne_tbaII Year 7 Courts Mrs Dean
until Feb % term
Thursday
Rugby All Years Sports Hall Mr Harris
Friday No Clubs

Please note: Fixtures/Interhouse events will take priority over training.
Poor weather conditions may also affect the running of extra curriculum clubs.

Exams will take place in the Sports Hall
so no clubs that use the Sports Hall location will run during the exam period.
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Homework Support, Study & Catch-up Sessions

Homework club is for any students in the year group who would like to complete homework in a school

computer room after school. Homework club will run from 3-4pm on the relevant day.

Year Day Time Room Staff Member
Year 7 Wednesday 3-4pm Cc2 Mrs Stratton
Year 7 -11 | Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 3-4pm C2 Mrs Stratton
Subject Year Group |Day Time Location |Staff Member
i E

MUSIC_GCS Year 10& 11 Monday 1.30-2pm MD3 Miss Naylor
Drop-in Music Students
Maths Year 7-10 Monday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan
Hospitality &

Catering KS4 Monday 3-4pm A7 Miss Hagan
Catch-up
Art Catch-up |KS4 Tuesday 3-4pm Al Mrs Pearson
3D Catch-up |KS4 Tuesday 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor
Busi

.usu.'less Year 10 & 11 | Wednesday 1.20-2pm Cc10 Business Staff
(invite only)
Maths

Revision KS5 Year 12/13 Wednesday 12.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell

E Furth

GCSE Further Year 10 & 11 |Thursday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan
Maths
MFL

Homework All Years Thursday 3-4pm G19 Miss Abbott
Club
GCE Maths .

Revision KS5 Year 12/13 Friday 1.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell
GCSE Maths .

Revision KS4 Year 11 Friday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan
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Sons of Pitches Concert at Applecroft School
Saturday 14" March 2026, 7pm

The Winners of BBC's The Naked Choir
return to Applecroft School...

Our favourite acapella group, ‘The Sons of Pitches’, will be
performing a special concert at Applecroft School on Saturday
14th March, starting at 7.00pm (doors open 6.30pm).

You can order your concert tickets, which cost £17 each, from
Applecroft school office (01707 323758) and will be allocated
on a ‘first come, first served’ basis.

‘The Sons of Pitches’ first came to the public’s attention in
2015 when they became the winners of BBC2’s ‘The Naked
Choir’ hosted by Gareth Malone.

An all-vocal extravaganza for all ages, filled with
your favourite tunes, the boys’ signature
improv songs and plenty of laughter!
APPLECROFT SCHOOL

. SAT 14th MARCH 2026
ABOUT | The Sons of Pitches §90pen docrs/T00pm stast

Tickets £17

Call 01707 323758 for tickets

Click on the link below to find out more about them, including
one particular member, Joe N, who used to attend Applecroft
and Stanborough School.

Oaklands College Open Evenings, February 2026

OAKLANDS
COLLEGE

OUR NEXT

OPE

+ School Leavers
+ Adult Courses
+ Higher Education

Welwyn Garden City
Tuesday 3™ February 5pm - 7.30pm
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Co-parenting with Care for parents with children with SEN

This 6-week online programme offers a structured approach to help parents navigate their unique
challenges, improve their relationship, and create a more supportive environment for their SEN child/ren
. This group is aimed at parents who have a child with SEND and who are separated or divorced or going
through the process of separation or divorce.

The programme covers themes including:

. Understanding SEN and its impact on children and family dynamics
. Effective Communication Skills

. Managing Emotions & Stress

. Collaborative Problem Solving

. Building a Supportive Network

. Creating a Unified Parenting Approach

Please click here Co-Parenting with Care for parents of children with SEN for our online referral form or
scan the QR code on the attached flyer

You can also email services@familylives.org.uk or call 0204 522 8700 or 0204 522 8701 for more
information.

famlly
lives
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Co-parenting with Care programme for parents
with children with SEN.

This 6-week online programme funded by Hertfordshire County Council,
offers a structured approach to help you navigate your unique challenges,
improve your relationship, and create a more supportive environment for
your SEN child/ren .

The programme covers themes
including:

« Understanding SEN and its impact on

children and family dynamics Date: Wednesday 4, 11, 25 February &
« Effective Communication Skills 4 11,18 March 2026
« Managing Emotions & Stress Time: 930am to 11.30am
« Collaborative Problem Solving
» Building a Supportive Network Date: Thursday 5,12, 26 February &5,
« Creating a Unified Parenting Approach 12,19 March 2026

Time: 7.00pm to 9.00pm

For more information or to make a referral, scan the QR code, email
services@familylives.org.uk or call 0204 522 8700 or 0204 522 8699

We build better family lives together

www.familylives.org.uk Funded by
Hertfordshire

o @FamilyLivesHertsandBeds County Council

rishe vﬂsﬂ“"

Family Lives is registered as a company limited by guarantee in England and Wales No. 3817762. Registered charity No.1077722
Registered address: The Annex York House, Salisbury Square, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 SAD
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