
 

 

                                                                                    Edition 19: 6th February 2026 

Message from the Headteacher – Mrs John                                                                                   
Our talented performers have been busy rehearsing throughout the last term for our 2026 school production, 
School of Rock. There will be two evening performances on Thursday 12th and Friday 13th February, and 
tickets are available now via Arbor.  I do hope you will be able to join us.  Our students will have their first 
opportunity to perform the show to a full audience on Wednesday, when we welcome local primary school 
children to watch a special daytime performance. We hope our visitors enjoy the show, and we wish all our 
actors, musicians, and backstage crew the very best of luck. 
 

Headteacher’s Commendations 
Connor Appleby, Luke Johnson, Bethany Redmond, 

Madeleine Waeland, Maddie Page, Mina Paskell and 
Alban Wadley, Yr9 for being excellent ambassadors at 

the recent VEX Robot Rumble. 
Andreas Michael, Zander Esterhuyse, Wojciech 

Napiorkowski, Max Mossman and Nkunim Ofori, Yr.10 
for being excellent ambassadors at the recent VEX 

Robot Rumble. 
Vincent Garrod, Nabeel Ibrahim, Mason Moloney, 

Mac Essex, Roman Dines, Zenzo Sibanda and 
Emmanuel Nelson, Yr.8 for outstanding teamwork, communication and performance in the District 

Basketball Rally, winning the whole competition. 
Kayla-Rose Pappoe, Yr.7 for reading a million words and becoming a millionaire reader. 

Luke Gleedwood, Yr.7 for excellent support to classmates in a recent Accelerated Reader session. 
Levente Gaspar, Yr.8 for showing outstanding resilience and maturity, handling challenges with calm 

determination and setting a positive example to others. 
Mel Suba, Yr.8 for completing her First-Class Cadet Training with the RAF Cadets. 

Jessica Lock, Yr.8 for performing in the Wizard of Oz with Wexli Academy at the Campus West Theatre. 

Huxley Lewis, Yr.9 for expressing himself clearly, thoughtfully and with maturity, reflecting positively on his 
character and personal development. 

Andrei Turcu, Yr.11 for consistent hard work in all PE lessons, growing in confidence and creatin such a 
positive environment. 

Zara Millar, Yr.12 for excellent support as a Subject Ambassador in ADT. 
Leo Gomes, Yr. 12 for excellent support as a Subject Ambassador in Maths. 

 

Quote of the week:  
 

“Always work hard and have fun in what you do because I think that's when you're more 
successful. You have to choose to do it."  Simone Biles 
 
 
Wish you a restful weekend. 
Mrs John 
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Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award 

Congratulations to our 
students who achieved 

their Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze Award.  

Deborah Adesanya 
Caolan Fanning 
Mia Faulks 
George Jones  
Olivia Jordan  
Cait McIntosh 
Amy O'Reilly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

House Captains 2025/26 

Mr Foster, House Coordinator, writes: 

We are proud to present our 
House Captains for this 
academic year. These students 
have been selected for their 
leadership, integrity, 
commitment, and positive 
attitude, and they have played 
a key role in representing their 
houses and supporting the 

school community. 

As House Captains, they lead 
by example, encourage 

teamwork and sportsmanship, 
and help foster a strong sense 

of pride and unity within their 
houses.  

Congratulations to all our House Captains, we wish you every success in your leadership journey. 

 



 

 

Forthcoming Events 
9th – 13th February 2026 

Week A 
 

9th & 10th  GCSE PE Practical Mock 

11th  
School of Rock Primary School Performance, 10am-12pm 
Year 13 Parents’ Evening, online, 6-7pm 

12th  Year 11 Higher Set Maths Walking Talking Mock, 3-4.15pm 

12th & 13th  School of Rock Evening Performance, 5pm 

 

After School Disturbance 

We would like to remind students that they should not sit or loiter on the wall opposite the school.  It has 
been reported that students are causing a disturbance by being too noisy, using inappropriate language 

and littering.   

Please remind your child that this is not acceptable behaviour. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Scarves, Coates and Gloves 

A gentle reminder to please ensure students come to school with the correct 
winter wear.  As per our uniform policy, scarves should be either plain black or 

a Stanborough scarf.  Gloves and coats should be black with no logos etc. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Clubs & Activities Update 

➢ Year 7 boys football training afterschool on Mondays has now finished as all matches have now 
been played. 

➢ Year 9 netball club afterschool on Mondays has also finished for this term. 
➢ Girls football training won’t be taking place until after half term due to fixtures over the next two 

Mondays. 
➢ Dance club will also not begin again until after half term after the dance show recently took place.   

 

Social Media @ Stanborough 

Follow us on X, Facebook and Instagram to see all our news, events, updates and student successes 

 

X - @StanboroughS 

Facebook - StanboroughschoolWGC 

Instagram - Stanboroughschool 

LinkedIn -  https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-school/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-school/


 

 

Coffee Morning, Wednesday 25th February 2026 

From September 2026, schools are required to make some changes to their uniform as part of the 
government’s new school uniform legislation. The purpose of this legislation is to help reduce the cost of 
school uniform for families and to ensure greater fairness and consistency across schools.  

To discuss these changes, we are holding a coffee morning, and you are warmly invited on Wednesday 

25th February.  

To confirm your attendance please complete this short form by Friday 13th February, 

Coffee Morning 2026 – Fill out form 

Further information can be found on the letter emailed home to all parents earlier this month.  

 

 

School Production 2026 

School of Rock 

Join us for an evening of rock as 
our students perform School of 

Rock, The Musical  

Thursday 12th and Friday 13th 

February.   

Doors open at 5pm. 

Tickets available via Arbor. 

 

 

 

 

Root Word of the Week 

W/c 9th February 2025 

https://forms.office.com/e/Pq8GNbVvCy


 

 

Student Success 

Mel, 8SE, has officially completed her First-Class Cadet training with the RAF Air 
Cadets.  She has successfully passed the required examinations and is now 

officially recognised as a full member of the Royal Air Force Air Cadets. Well 
done, Mel! 

 

Jessica, 8BP, performed in the Wizard of Oz with Wexli 
Academy last weekend at Campus West. This was her 
12th show. She was the doorman at the Emerald City, 
the Coroner and Head Winkie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Profile 

Ms Kontoleon, Teaching Assistant 

I was born and raised in a small town in Greece and moved to university at 18, 
graduating at 22 with a BEd in Early Years Education from one of the oldest and 

most respected universities in Greece. In 2016, during the peak of the Greek 
economic crisis, I made the decision to move to London to seek new 

opportunities and put my studies into practice. Since then, I have worked with 
babies and young children from 6 months to 5 years old in a variety of roles 

and settings. I am now working as a Teaching Assistant in secondary education, 
supporting and communicating with teenagers, which I find both exciting and 

a new professional challenge. My favourite subjects at school were Maths and Chemistry, and I really enjoy 

revisiting the topics and refreshing my knowledge alongside the students. 

From my small town to Athens, from Athens to London, and later to Hertfordshire and through various job 

moves, I have learned to embrace change and grow from every experience it brings.  

Outside of school, I enjoy spending time with my family and my baby girl, as well as cooking and baking —
my speciality is a traditional Greek dessert called portokalopita. I love travelling and have visited 32 
countries so far, enjoy films (especially sci-fi and crime mysteries), and have a long-standing interest in arts 
and crafts, including decoupage, candle making, knitting, and macramé. I also enjoy puzzles and brain 

games and complete a series of brain-training activities every day. 

I believe in leading with kindness and embracing change as a natural and positive part of life.

Emmanuel, 8HC, competed for Hertfordshire in the 
East Region Sportshall competition last weekend in 

Norwich.  Emmanuel made it through to the final of 
the two lap race. He also did well in the Standing 
Long Jump competition. 

 



 

 

Safer Internet Day 2026  

Mrs Theodoulou, Teacher of Computer Science, writes: 

It is Safer Internet Day on Tuesday 10th February. The focus is on Smart tech, 

safe choices – Exploring the safe and responsible use of AI. 

Here are some links that explore top tips for students, parents and carers: 

Top Tips for young people - UK Safer Internet Centre 

Top Tips for parents and carers - UK Safer Internet Centre 

 

 

Destination Stanborough: The Big Reveal 

Mrs Macdonald, Subject Leader: Geography, writes: 

I can reveal that the location of this half term's 'Destination Stanborough' competition is.....  Cape Town! 

An explanation of the clues is included below.  Congratulations to all pupils who entered, points will be 

awarded on Class Charts this weekend.  Special mention must go to the following pupils for their incredibly 
thorough explanations: Della Dykes, 8SM, Edward Kane, 9BM, Max Smith, 7HC, Jacob Curtis, 8KL, Max 

Holmes, 8KK. 

 

Look out for the launch of the next 'Destination Stanborough' competition after half term!  

Clue Explanation 

1. A prison island Robben island is a famous prison off the coast of Cape Town which once housed 

Nelson Mandela 

2. Jazz Music Cape town hosts the largest annual jazz festival in Africa 

3. Lighthouse The Green Point Lighthouse, first lit on April 12, 1824, is the oldest operational 

lighthouse in South Africa and a significant maritime landmark. 

4. Surfing Dungeons, located in Hout Bay, South Africa, is renowned for its massive waves and 

challenging conditions, making it a premier destination for experienced surfers. 

5. Snow at the top 

and sand at my 

feet 

As air rises and condenses over Table Mountain, snow is often formed, and there 

are numerous beaches 

6. Penguins Colonies of African penguins on Boulders Beach are a popular tourist attraction 

7. Cape cartoon Cape Town is found at the meeting point of the Atlantic and Indian Oceans 

8. Table Mountain The flat-topped Table mountain is an iconic landmark in South Africa 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026/top-tips-for-young-people
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026/top-tips-for-parents-and-carers


 

 

Question of the Week 

Mathematics 

Mrs Sahjpall, KS3 Leader: Mathematics, writes: 

 

 MAths Question of the Week   
Solve one of the following to earn a GOLD Award 

Deadline: 08.01.26 
Submit your entry by email on Ssahjpall@stanborough.herts.sch.uk or on paper (Maths office) 

Write your full name and form group on your entry 

 

Higher GCSE Question 

�  

 

Foundation GCSE Question 

In a school talent show, there are three categories: singing, dancing, and magic.  

There are three students competing: Alex, Beth and Chris. 

 Each student competes in exactly two categories.  

 Alex sings and Chris does not do magic.  
 

Based on these clues, can you determine which student competes in each category? 

 

 



 

 

mailto:mbrittain@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Clubs and Activities Spring Term 2026 
We are very pleased to be able to offer students a variety of extra-curricular clubs and activities and 
encourage students to take part in at least two extra-curricular activities a week. 

Lunch Time 

Day Club/Activity Year Group Location 
Member of staff 
responsible 

Monday 
Young Carers Group (invite only) Year 7 - 11 G6 Mrs Stratton 

Culture & Change Society All Years G1 Mr Torindo 

Tuesday Whizzy Wizards’ Writing Workshop Year 7-9 F5 Miss Davies 

Wednesday 

Concert Band  
(Woodwind & Brass) 

All Years 
Ensemble 
Room 

Mr Router 

Guitar Club All Years MD2 Mr Acardo 

Thursday 

Music Theory Club All Years MD3 Miss Naylor 

LGBTQ+ Group All Years F6 Ms Butcher 

Script Writing Club Year 9+ C4 Mrs Buist 

Art Club KS3 Year 7-9 A5 
Miss Claydon & 
Miss Wypych Symonds 

Friday 
Music Technology Club All Years  MD3 Mr Mollison 

3D Club Years 7-9 A4 Mr Beevor 

 

After School   

Day Club/Activity Year Group Time Location 
Member of staff 
responsible 

Monday 
Show Band 

Invitation 
Only 

3-4pm MD1 / MD3 Mr Mollison 

Chorus All Years 3-4pm MD2 Miss Naylor 

Tuesday 

Nature & Eco Club All Years 3-4.15pm 
Meet in 
S10 

Dr Jolly 

Sound and Light Team All Years 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison 

Coding Club (Wk A) 
Lego Robotics ( Wk B) 

All Years 3-4pm C1 Mr Brown 

Wednesday 

School Production 
Rehearsals until Feb ½ term 

Invitation 
Only 

3-4pm MD1 
Miss Naylor, Mr Mollison, 
Mr Jones, Mrs Thaker 

Show Band  
Invitation 
Only 

3-4.30pm  Miss Naylor & Mr Mollison 

Debate Club All Years 3.15-4.30pm F6 Miss Butcher 

Thursday 

Chess Club All Years 3-4pm LRC Miss Wilson 

Instrumental Club Year 7-9 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison 

3D Club KS3 Year 7-9 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor 

Friday Maths Enrichment All Years 3.30-4.30pm C3 Mrs Coldwell 



 

 

Sports & PE Extra Curricular Clubs  

The SOCS Sports Calendar is now available on our website under What’s On/Sports Calendar, 
Stanborough School, Welwyn Garden City | Sports Home 

 

 
Lunch time 
(1.20pm – 1.55pm) 

Year Location Teacher in charge 

Monday Basketball Year 10 & 11 Sports Hall Mr Minion 

Tuesday 
Dance after Feb ½ term All Years  Gym Miss Novelli 

Basketball Year 7, 8 & 9 Sports Hall Mr Harris 

Wednesday Volleyball All Years Sports Hall Mr Foster 

Friday Badminton All Years Sports Hall Mr Harris 

 

 
Afterschool  

(3.00-4.15pm) 
Year Location Teacher in charge 

Monday Girls Football  
after Feb ½ term  

All Years  Field Miss Novelli & Mrs Harris 

 

Tuesday 

Netball  
until Feb ½ term 

Year 8  Courts Mrs Harris 

Basketball Year 7 & 8 Sports Hall Mr Foster & Mr Minion 

Table Tennis 
Starts 2nd February 

All Years Gym Mr Harris 

Wednesday 

Netball  
until Feb ½ term Year 10 & 11 Courts Miss Novelli 

Volleyball Year 11 Sports Hall 
Mr Harris, Mr Foster,  

Mr Minion 

Thursday 

Netball  
until Feb ½ term 

Year 7  Courts Mrs Dean 

Rugby All Years Sports Hall Mr Harris 

Friday No Clubs    

 

 

Please note: Fixtures/Interhouse events will take priority over training. 

Poor weather conditions may also affect the running of extra curriculum clubs. 

Exams will take place in the Sports Hall  

so no clubs that use the Sports Hall location will run during the exam period. 

https://sport.stanborough.herts.sch.uk/


 

 

Homework Support, Study & Catch-up Sessions 

Homework club is for any students in the year group who would like to complete homework in a school 

computer room after school. Homework club will run from 3-4pm on the relevant day.  

 

Year  Day Time Room  Staff Member 

Year 7 Wednesday 3-4pm C2 Mrs Stratton 

Year 7 -11 Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 3-4pm C2 Mrs Stratton 

 
Subject Year Group Day Time Location Staff Member 

Music GCSE 

Drop-in 
Year 10 & 11 
Music Students 

Monday 1.30-2pm MD3 Miss Naylor 

Maths Year 7-10 Monday  3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan  

Business 
(invite only) 

Year 10 & 11 Wednesday 1.20-2pm C10 Business Staff 

Maths 
Revision KS5  

Year 12/13 Wednesday 12.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell 

GCSE Further 
Maths 

Year 10 & 11 Thursday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan  

MFL 
Homework 
Club 

All Years Thursday 3-4pm G19 Miss Abbott 

GCE Maths 
Revision KS5 

Year 12/13 Friday 1.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell 

GCSE Maths 
Revision KS4 

Year 11 Friday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Dads Together free online group for 
Hertfordshire parents 
 
Dads Together 
Wednesday 11, 25 February & 4, 11, 18, 25 March 2026 
7.00pm to 9.00pm 
Online vis MS Teams 
  
To book a place please click here  Referral Form for Family 
Lives Herts Parenting Groups and Workshops for our 
online referral form or scan the QR code on the attached 

flyers 
   

You can also email services@familylives.org.uk or call us 
on 0020 4522 8701 / 204 522 8700 for more information.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=_1v8xmMHAkWkdxzUTU-XK07CPv9ipqBDlY6wX_2Taa1UMVdUTUxQUlNPV1hGUVBVTzQwSlNTRVBXMSQlQCNjPTEkJUAjdD1n
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=_1v8xmMHAkWkdxzUTU-XK07CPv9ipqBDlY6wX_2Taa1UMVdUTUxQUlNPV1hGUVBVTzQwSlNTRVBXMSQlQCNjPTEkJUAjdD1n
mailto:services@familylives.org.uk

