
 

 

 

                                                                                    Edition 29: 8th May 2026 

Message from the Headteacher – Mrs John   
               

It has been a fast-paced and highly productive week as we launch into exam season. Year 11 have begun their GCSE 
examinations, and we are proud of the mature and focused attitude they have shown as they enter this important stage 
of their educational journey. Year 13 students are working diligently in preparation for their A Level exams, leading by 
example through their commitment to revision and their engagement with the pre-exam sessions we offer. It was both 
an emotional and joyous occasion as we celebrated their time at Stanborough during their Leavers’ Celebration. We 
wish all of our students every success with their exams in the weeks ahead. I was fortunate to travel to Poland this week 
with Mr Modi, four Year 12 students, and Mr Michal Siewniak, Deputy Mayor of Welwyn Hatfield. The Year 12 students 
had to submit an application for this special trip and were specially selected as school representatives based on their 
applications. The visit included an educational visit aimed at developing a partnership with a local Polish school. 

 

Headteacher’s Commendations 
 

Layla Cole, Damian Matthysen, Amber Saunders, Scarlett Gumede, Robin Powley and Annabel Winston Yr.7 for 
reading a million words since September and becoming a millionaire reader.  
Bobby Towner, Yr.7 for competing in a Football tournament in Norfolk and achieving second place.  
Olivia Bate, Amelia Sycamore Sethuni Purnasiri, Yr.7 for competing in the Stanborough Bake Off competition and 
demonstrating excellent attitude, effort and skill.  
Charlie Sexton, Yr.7 for winning the Stanborough Bake Off competition and demonstrating excellent attitude, effort and 
skill.  
Amber Saunders and Annabelle Winston Yr.7 for excellent 
attitude to learning in MFL and having a 200 day Duolingo streak.  
Isabelle Rockall, Kayla-Rose Pappoe and  
Sienna Howlett, Yr.7 for outstanding organisation and support 
with the recent Culture Fest.  
Livia Gorelli Simone, Yr.8 for exceptional performance in a 
recent MFL speaking assessment.  
Princess Nyathi, Yr.8 for showing remarkable determination and 
resilience and having an excellent attitude to learning.  
Favour Adesanya, Hannah Nelson, Princess Nyathi, Favour 
Ogunbadewa and Rishi Chohan, Yr.8 for outstanding 
organisation and support with the recent Culture Fest.  
Theo Onn, Yr.9 for a consistently excellent attitude to learning 
across all subjects.  
Sophie Martinez, Imara Fanning and Niah Cowan, Yr.9 for representing Welwyn Rugby winning the Hertfordshire 
League and Cup. 
Wojciech Napiorkowski, Yr.10 for outstanding organisation and support with the recent Culture Fest.  
Harry Carter, Yr.11 for writing an entire story ‘The Last Tomorrow’ which shows a real talent for narrative writing.  
Jasper Robinson, Yr.11 for excellent support with the recent Stanborough Bake Off competition.  
Waiswa Abdalla, Yr.12 for outstanding feedback from a recent work experience placement.  
 

Quote of the week:  
“One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can change the world” — Malala Yousafzai 
 
Wish you a restful weekend. 
Mrs John
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Forthcoming Events 
11th May 2026 
Week A 
 

11th – 22nd May Year 7 Exams in class 

11th May House Dance Rehearsals 3-4:30-pm, Hall 

12th May Florence Information Evening, 5:30-6:30pm, Hall 

15th May Year 12 Talent Foundry workshops 8:45-11am, 6th form centre 

 

Social Media @ Stanborough 
Follow us on X, Facebook and Instagram to see all our news, events, updates and student successes 

 

X - @StanboroughS 

Facebook - StanboroughschoolWGC 

Instagram - Stanboroughschool 

LinkedIn 
-  https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-
school/ 

 

 

Year 8 Team Maths Challenge 

On Tuesday afternoon 12 Stanborough students from year 8 took part in the annual Team Maths Challenge 
organised by the UK Maths Trust and HFL Education.  They competed in three teams of four against 33 
other teams from schools in Hertfordshire.  The Team Maths Challenge promotes the benefits of 
mathematical thinking and teamwork to solve stretching problems.  It deepens students' understanding of 
mathematics and its application, and encourages them to explore different problem-solving approaches 
supported by their team-mates.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-school/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-school/


 

 

Student Success 

 

 

On Monday, Stanborough band 'Aces' performed at 
the Lemsford fete. They did such a good job, 
performing 4 songs confidently. There was lots of 
positive feedback from visitors. Well done all – on to 
StanFest preparations! Keep an eye out for more 
information, but this year’s StanFest will be taking 
place on the 3rd July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Logan in 7SE recently passed his Grade 3 piano examination in both 
Classical & Jazz disciplines. Congratulations to Logan on this 
excellent achievement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Thea in 7KK for performing with her dance school at the 
Lemsford Fete at the weekend. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Year 12 Talent Foundry Workshop 

We were delighted to welcome Katherine Wyatt from The Talent Foundry, who delivered an engaging and 
interactive workshop to our Year 12 students. 

During the session, students focused on developing their listening and speaking skills, with a strong 
emphasis on effective communication. The workshop provided valuable opportunities for students to build 
confidence in expressing their ideas clearly and engaging with others. The interactive nature of the 
workshop encouraged active participation and helped students understand the importance of 
communication in both academic and future workplace settings. 

 

 
 



 

 

Question of the Week 

Mathematics 

Mrs Sahjpall, KS3 Leader: Mathematics, writes: 

 

 MAths Question of the Week  

 
Solve one of the following to earn a GOLD Award 

Deadline: 11.05.26  
Submit your entry by email on Ssahjpall@stanborough.herts.sch.uk or on paper (Maths office) 

Write your full name and form group on your entry 

 

 

 

Higher GCSE Question 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation GCSE Question 

Two trains are traveling towards each other on the same track.  

Train A is traveling at a speed of 60 mph. 

Train B is traveling at a speed of 90 mph.  

The two trains are initially 270 miles apart.  

A bird starts flying from the front of Train A towards Train B at a speed of 120 mph.  

Upon reaching Train B, the bird immediately turns around and flies back towards Train A.  

It continues flying back and forth between the two trains until they collide. 

How far has the bird flown when the trains collide? 

 

mailto:Ssahjpall@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

 

Geography Competition: Destination Stanborough! 

 

Mrs Macdonald, Subject Leader: Geography and T&L Innovation Leader, writes: 

 

Welcome to the latest instalment of 'Destination Stanborough'!  Each week, two clues will be released via 
the Stanborough Times.  These clues all link to one particular city or landmark, which could be anywhere 
in the world.  There will be 8 clues in total, and the answer will be revealed after all clues have been shared.   

If you think you have solved the clues, email Mrs Macdonald (AMacdonald@stanborough.herts.sch.uk) 
with your answer.  Points will be awarded at the end of the competition based on how many clues you 
need and how detailed your explanations of the clues are. 

 

The final set of clues for this half term's destination are below, Good Luck! 

 

  

 
Root Word of the Week 
W/c 12th May 2026 
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Clubs and Activities Summer Term 2026 
 
Homework Support, Study & Catch-up Sessions 
 
Homework club is for any students in the year group who would like to complete homework in a school 
computer room after school. Homework club will run from 3-4pm on the relevant day.  

 

Year  Day Time Room  Staff Member 

Year 7 Wednesday 3-4pm F9 
Mrs Stratton 
 

Year 7 -11 
Monday,  
Tuesday & Thursday 

3-4pm 
C2 
F9 

Mrs Stratton 

 
Subject Year Group Day Time Location Staff Member 

Music GCSE 
Drop-in 

Year 10 & 11 
Music Students 

Monday 1.30-2pm MD3 Miss Naylor 

Maths Year 7 - 10 Monday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan  

Sparx Maths All Years Monday 1.20-2pm G8 Miss Masterson 

Business 
(invite only) 

Year 10 & 11 Wednesday 1.20-2pm C10 Business Staff 

Maths 
Revision KS5  

Year 12/13 Wednesday 12.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell 

GCSE Further 
Maths 

Year 10 & 11 Thursday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan  

MFL 
Homework 
Club 

All Years Thursday 3-4pm G19 Miss Abbott 

GCE Maths 
Revision KS5 

Year 12/13 Friday 1.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell 

GCSE Maths 
Revision KS4 

Year 11 Friday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
Lunch Time Clubs 

 

Day Club/Activity Year Group Location Member of staff responsible 

Mon - Fri The Retreat Invite only G12 Mrs Stratton 

Monday 
Young Carers Group 

(invite only) 
Year 7 - 11 G6 Mrs Stratton 

 Basketball  Year 10 & 11 Sports Hall Mr Minion 

 Culture & Change  All Years G1 Mr Torindo 

Tuesday 
Whizzy Wizards' Writing 
Workshop 

Year 7-9 F5 Miss Davies 

 Dance All Years Gym Miss Novelli 

 Basketball Year 7, 8 & 9 Sports Hall Mr Harris 

Wednesday 
Woodwind & Brass 
Group 

All Years MD4 Mr Router 

 Guitar Club All Years MD2 Mr Hartley 

 Volleyball All Years Sports Hall Mr Foster 

Thursday Music Theory Club All Years MD3 Miss Naylor 

 LGBTQ+ Group All Years F6 Ms Butcher 

 Script Writing Club Year 9+ C4 Mrs Buist 

Friday Badminton All Years Sports Hall Mr Harris 

 3D Club KS3 Year 7-9 A4 Mr Beevor 

 

 
 



 

 

After School Clubs  

 

Day Club/Activity Year Group Time Location 
Member of staff 
responsible 

Monday 
House Dance Practice 
(until 8th June) 

All Years 3-4.15pm Gym Miss Novelli & Mrs Harris 

 Track Club All Years 3-4.15pm Field Mr Minion 

 Chorus All Years 3-4pm MD3 Miss Naylor & Mr Mollison 

Tuesday Nature & Eco Club All Years 3-4.15pm Meet in S10 Dr Jolly 

 Athletics  All Years 3-4.15pm Sports Hall 
Mrs Harris, Mr Harris,  
Mr Foster & Miss Novelli 

 
SaLT   
(Sound and Light 
Team) 

All Years 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison 

 
Coding Club (Wk A) 
Lego Robotics (Wk B) 

All Years 3-4pm C1 Mr Brown 

Wednesday 
Music Technology / 
Music Production Club  

Invitation 
only 

3-40pm MD3 Miss Naylor & Mr Mollison 

Thursday Chess Club  All Years 3-4pm LRC Ms Wilson 

 Rounders 
Year 7 & 8  
Year 9 & 10 

3-4.15pm Field 
Mrs Dean 
Miss Novelli 

 Softball All Years 3-4.15pm Courts Mr Minion 

 Cricket All Years 3-4.15pm Courts Mr Harris 

 Instrumental Club Year 7-9 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison & Mr Hartley 

 3D Club KS3 Year 7-9 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor 

Friday Maths Enrichment All Years 3.30-4.30pm C2 Mrs Coldwell 

 

Please note : Fixtures / Interhouse events will take priority over training.  

Poor weather conditions may also effect the running of extra-curricular clubs.  

 
Exams will take place in the sports hall so no clubs that use the sports hall location will take place 

during the exam period. 

 

 



 

 

 

Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield Schools Partnership courses                             


