
 

 

 

                                                                                    Edition 30: 15th May 2026 

Message from the Headteacher – Mrs John   
               

 
It has been another busy and successful week across the school, with students demonstrating enthusiasm and 
focus in a range of activities and events. Year 7 students approached their in-class exams with pride and 
determination, while House Dance rehearsals brought energy and excitement to school, as preparations 
continued for the upcoming performances. Our Year 12 students benefitted from another engaging Talent 
Foundry workshop, focussing on interview skills. With GCSE and A-Level examinations now in full flow, I am 
proud of the maturity and resilience our students are showing as they approach this important period in their 
lives. We encourage them to continue to do their best while also remembering to look after their wellbeing. 
A reminder that all our clubs and activities are listed in the back of the Stanborough Times and on our website. 
Please remember to sign your child up via SOCS.  
 

Headteacher’s Commendations 
 
David Asamoah, Max Chapman, Jack Howe, Neiko Kang, Dylan Russell, Dylan Leigh, Alexander Weeks, 
Ayomikun David, Layton James, Vinny Gorrell, Ali Naveed and Lucas Newman, Yr.7 for outstanding 
commitment and performance with the Y7 
Basketball team. 
Harry Burnett Yr.7 for reaching a 200 day 
streak on Duolingo, showing an amazing 
consistency of home learning. 
Annabel Sharp, Yr.8 for exceptional 
dedication to creative writing and for 
inspiring others by sharing her work with 
the school community. 
Mac Essex and Max Holmes, Yr.8 for 
outstanding citizenship, helping an elderly 
gentleman in the community. 
Isabella Williams, Yr.8 for producing and 
exceptional newspaper article on the 
Woolly Mammoth. 
Jeremiah Pottshall, Yr.9 for delivering 
excellent assemblies to all year groups about cadet recruitment. 
Olivia Hanson, Yr.9 for an outstanding performance in a recent National Football Tournament in France. 
Jimmy Dykes, Yr.10 for exceptional completion of revision stars for English literature. 
Wojciech Napiorkowski, Yr.10 for outstanding organisation and support with the recent Culture Fest. 

 
 
 

Quote of the week:  
“Nature is our biggest ally and greatest inspiration”— Sir David Attenborough 
 
Wish you a restful weekend. 
Mrs John 
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Forthcoming Events 
 
18th May 2026 
Week B 
 

18th – 22nd May Year 7 Exams in class 

18th May House Dance Rehearsals 3-4:30pm, Hall 

19th & 20th May Year 10 Work Experience 

22nd May Year 12 Talent Foundry workshop, 8:45-11am, Hall 

 

Root Word of the Week 

W/c 18th May 2026 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Focus Tools Reminder 
 
It has come to our attention that a number of students are bringing fidget toys into school that are not appropriate for 
use in the classroom, or are not being used in the way they are intended. We are also receiving reports that some 
students are bringing in inappropriate fidget toys, or items that are distracting to themselves and others, and in some 
cases, students have not been allocated a focus tool at all.  
At school, we refer to these as focus tools as we want to shift the mindset from "playing" to "working". Tools should be 
used to improve focus, whilst toys are for leisure. When used correctly, they are designed to support students by helping 
to manage sensory needs, reduce anxiety, and improve concentration. This allows students to remain engaged and on 
task during lessons. 
In order to ensure that focus tools are used appropriately and effectively, the following procedures are in place: 
Any student wishing to use a focus tool must have this agreed and approved by the SEND or Pastoral Team. 

• Approved use of a focus tool will be recorded on our school systems for all staff to see. 

• Students who are not on the approved list will not be permitted to use focus tools in lessons. 
Moving forwards, staff will ask students who are using such items inappropriately, or without approval, to put them 
away and /or confiscate items if necessary 
If a student is seen using a focus tool and it is unclear whether this has been approved, staff will check with the SEND 
and Pastoral Team. 
For students who do have approval, we recommend the use of small, discreet, and non-distracting tools, which support 
learning without drawing attention or disrupting others. Please see the picture below for the type of focus tool we 
recommend to our SEND students. These marble mesh fidget sets 
can be purchased from Amazon. 
We appreciate your support in ensuring that students bring only 
appropriate items to school and understand the purpose of focus 
tools. 
If you have any questions, or feel your child may benefit from a 
focus tool, please contact the SEND or Pastoral Team.



 

 

Attendance Watch 

At Stanborough, we believe that attendance is 

essential in order for students to make good 

academic progress and to feel that they are active 

members in the school community. Did you know 

97% attendance equates to 5 days off a year? 

Regular school attendance helps our young 

people to learn; progress; establish good habits; 

be supervised and safe and prepare for the future. 

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss 

any issues that may be preventing regular 

attendance or causing lateness, please do not 

hesitate to contact the school. 

 

 
 
 
 
A reminder that students who meet the 
below attendance criteria, will be given 
an award at the end of term: 
 
Bronze Award – Awarded to students 
with 100% attendance during the 
Autumn Term. 
Silver Award – Awarded to students 
with 100% attendance during the 
Autumn and Spring Terms. 
Gold Award – Awarded to students 
with 100% attendance throughout the 
full academic year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Social Media @ Stanborough 

 
Follow us on X, Facebook and Instagram to see all our news, events, updates and student successes 

 

X - @StanboroughS 

Facebook - StanboroughschoolWGC 

Instagram - Stanboroughschool 

LinkedIn -  https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-school/ 

 

 

Talent Foundry workshop series 

Our Year 12 students took part in their second Talent Foundry workshop last Friday, focusing on interview 
skills and preparation. During the session, students explored how to prepare effectively for interviews, as 
well as common mistakes to avoid. The workshop was highly interactive, with students actively 
participating in a range of engaging group activities and discussions. The session provided valuable 
guidance and practical advice, helping students to build confidence and develop important life skills that 
will support them in their future education and career pathways. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/stanborough-school/


 

 

Farewell to Year 13 

 

As we say farewell to our Year 13 students, we look back with gratitude, pride, and so many unforgettable 
memories. Over the past two years, they have grown not only academically, but also as individuals, 
supporting one another through challenges, celebrations, and milestones. None of this would have been 
possible without the dedication, patience, and encouragement of our wonderful teaching and support staff, 
who have guided and supported our year 13 students during their time at Stanborough. We wish them all 
well in their exams and every happiness and success as they embark on the next stage of their lives. 



 

 

Student Success 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Mark in 8BP who is a member of Acrotrix in 
Welwyn Garden City. He recently received recognition for his 
star performance during his previous session. Well done Mark! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Farhan in 7SM who has successfully 
completed the Innovator Program – Advanced Math V2 with 
outstanding dedication and hard work. This is a wonderful 
achievement, and he should be very proud. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Emmanuel in 8HC was part of the winning Herts Phoenix U14 
boys relay team at the County Athletics Championships on 
Sunday.  Emmanuel ran the lead 1st leg of the 4 x 100m 
relay.  The team finished in a club record of 49.58 seconds. The 
team trained hard all Winter and Spring and are now ranked 
3rd in the UK in their age group. 



 

 

Student Success 

Miss Hagan, Deputy Curriculum Leader: Art, Design and Technology, writes: 
 
Congratulations to Isabella Grover (7KL) and Katie Eason (9HC) for their fantastic achievement in the 
Hertfordshire Schools Amy Pettingill Art Colour Competition. Both students achieved runner-up positions 
against entries from schools across the county, demonstrating exceptional creativity, dedication and 
artistic talent.   

Their artwork was also recognised by artist Amy 
Pettingill, with Katie Eason being invited to attend a 
specialist art workshop as part of the competition prize. 
We are incredibly proud of both students for 
representing Stanborough so positively through their 
artistic success. Rainbow landscape by Isabella Grover 
and Abstract portrait by Katie Eason. 

 
 
 
Stanborough Student Times Editorial Team meet School Governors 

 
Our Stanborough Student Times 
Editorial Team thoroughly enjoyed the 
opportunity to interview School 
Governors Mr Miles and Mrs Taylor on 
Friday 8th May. We look forward to 
reading their write up in the 3rd 
Stanborough Student Times edition at 
the end of summer term! 



 

 

Question of the Week 

Mathematics 

Mrs Sahjpall, KS3 Leader: Mathematics, writes: 

 

 MAths Question of the Week   
Solve one of the following to earn a GOLD Award 
Deadline: 18.05.26  
Submit your entry by email on Ssahjpall@stanborough.herts.sch.uk or on paper (Maths office) 
Write your full name and form group on your entry 

 

Higher GCSE Question 

 

 

Foundation GCSE Question 

You are presented with two options: 

Option 1: You receive 1 million pounds up front. 

Option 2: You start with 1 penny and double the amount each day for 30 days, keeping the money 
made on day 30 only. 

 

Which option should you choose and why? Show your full working. 

 

mailto:Ssahjpall@stanborough.herts.sch.uk


 

 

 

Geography Competition: Destination Stanborough: The Big Reveal 
 
Mrs Macdonald, Subject Leader: Geography and T&L Innovation Leader, writes: 

 
I can reveal that the location of this half term's 'Destination Stanborough' competition 
is.....Yogyakarta, Indonesia! 
 
An explanation of the clues is included below.  Congratulations to all pupils who entered, 
points will be awarded on ClassCharts this weekend.  Special mention must go to the 
following pupils for their incredibly thorough explanations:  Della Dykes (8SM), McKayla 
Dimgba (8KK), Zoe Harrington (8BM) 
 

 

Clue Explanation 

1. Batik 
Artwork 

Batik is an ancient art form from Indonesia involving a wax resist technique for 
dyeing fabric recognisable for its intricate designs and cultural significance, 

celebrated as a Masterpiece of Intangible Cultural Heritage by UNESCO. 

2. Volcano 
photo 

Mt Merapi is a smoking, active volcano found near the city, surrounded by rice 
fields and vegetation representative of it’s tropical climate 

3. Shadow 
puppets 

Wayang kulit is a traditional form of shadow puppetry originally found in the 
cultures of Java and Bali in Indonesia 

4. Local 
cuisine 

Gudeg is a traditional dish from Yogyakarta, Indonesia, made primarily from young 
unripe jackfruit cooked in coconut milk and palm sugar. 

5. Colourful 
percussion 
orchestra 

Gamelan refers to a traditional Indonesian ensemble that focuses on percussion 
instruments. Its core elements include: 

Metallophones, Gongs, Drums (kendang) and other instruments such as bamboo 
flutes (suling), bowed strings, and occasionally vocals. 

6. Hindu 
temple 

Prambanan is a 9th-century Hindu temple complex located in Yogyakarta, 
Indonesia. It is the largest Hindu temple site in Indonesia and the second-largest in 

Southeast Asia, after Angkor Wat. 

7. Satellite 
image map 

Yogyakarta is located on the island of Java, Indonesia, SE Asia 

8. Buddhist 
temple 

Borobudur Temple is a 9th-century Mahayana Buddhist temple located 40km 
northwest of Yogyakarta. It is renowned for its stunning architecture, featuring nine 
stacked platforms and a central dome, each adorned with intricate relief panels and 
statues of Buddha. The temple symbolizes the path to spiritual enlightenment and is 

a significant cultural landmark, recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

 
 

Look out for the launch of the next 'Destination Stanborough' competition after half term! 



 

 

 
Clubs and Activities Summer Term 2026 
 
Homework Support, Study & Catch-up Sessions 
 
Homework club is for any students in the year group who would like to complete homework in a school 
computer room after school. Homework club will run from 3-4pm on the relevant day.  

 

Year  Day Time Room  Staff Member 

Year 7 Wednesday 3-4pm F9 
Mrs Stratton 
 

Year 7 -11 
Monday,  
Tuesday & Thursday 

3-4pm 
C2 
F9 

Mrs Stratton 

 
Subject Year Group Day Time Location Staff Member 

Music GCSE 
Drop-in 

Year 10 & 11 
Music Students 

Monday 1.30-2pm MD3 Miss Naylor 

Maths Year 7 - 10 Monday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan  

Sparx Maths All Years Monday 1.20-2pm G8 Miss Masterson 

Business 
(invite only) 

Year 10 & 11 Wednesday 1.20-2pm C10 Business Staff 

Maths 
Revision KS5  

Year 12/13 Wednesday 12.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell 

GCSE Further 
Maths 

Year 10 & 11 Thursday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan  

MFL 
Homework 
Club 

All Years Thursday 3-4pm G19 Miss Abbott 

GCE Maths 
Revision KS5 

Year 12/13 Friday 1.20-2pm C8 Mrs Coldwell 

GCSE Maths 
Revision KS4 

Year 11 Friday 3-4pm G9 Mr McEwan 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
Lunch Time Clubs 

 

Day Club/Activity Year Group Location Member of staff responsible 

Mon - Fri The Retreat Invite only G12 Mrs Stratton 

Monday 
Young Carers Group 

(invite only) 
Year 7 - 11 G6 Mrs Stratton 

 Basketball  Year 10 & 11 Sports Hall Mr Minion 

 Culture & Change  All Years G1 Mr Torindo 

Tuesday 
Whizzy Wizards' Writing 
Workshop 

Year 7-9 F5 Miss Davies 

 Dance All Years Gym Miss Novelli 

 Basketball Year 7, 8 & 9 Sports Hall Mr Harris 

Wednesday 
Woodwind & Brass 
Group 

All Years MD4 Mr Router 

 Guitar Club All Years MD2 Mr Hartley 

 Volleyball All Years Sports Hall Mr Foster 

Thursday Music Theory Club All Years MD3 Miss Naylor 

 LGBTQ+ Group All Years F6 Ms Butcher 

 Script Writing Club Year 9+ C4 Mrs Buist 

Friday Badminton All Years Sports Hall Mr Harris 

 3D Club KS3 Year 7-9 A4 Mr Beevor 

 

 
 



 

 

After School Clubs  

 

Day Club/Activity Year Group Time Location 
Member of staff 
responsible 

Monday 
House Dance Practice 
(until 8th June) 

All Years 3-4.15pm Gym Miss Novelli & Mrs Harris 

 Track Club All Years 3-4.15pm Field Mr Minion 

 Chorus All Years 3-4pm MD3 Miss Naylor & Mr Mollison 

Tuesday Nature & Eco Club All Years 3-4.15pm Meet in S10 Dr Jolly 

 Athletics  All Years 3-4.15pm Sports Hall 
Mrs Harris, Mr Harris,  
Mr Foster & Miss Novelli 

 
SaLT   
(Sound and Light 
Team) 

All Years 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison 

 
Coding Club (Wk A) 
Lego Robotics (Wk B) 

All Years 3-4pm C1 Mr Brown 

Wednesday 
Music Technology / 
Music Production Club  

Invitation 
only 

3-40pm MD3 Miss Naylor & Mr Mollison 

Thursday Chess Club  All Years 3-4pm LRC Ms Wilson 

 Rounders 
Year 7 & 8  
Year 9 & 10 

3-4.15pm Field 
Mrs Dean 
Miss Novelli 

 Softball All Years 3-4.15pm Courts Mr Minion 

 Cricket All Years 3-4.15pm Courts Mr Harris 

 Instrumental Club Year 7-9 3-4pm MD2 Mr Mollison & Mr Hartley 

 3D Club KS3 Year 7-9 3-4pm A4 Mr Beevor 

Friday Maths Enrichment All Years 3.30-4.30pm C2 Mrs Coldwell 

 

Please note : Fixtures / Interhouse events will take priority over training.  

Poor weather conditions may also effect the running of extra-curricular clubs.  

 
Exams will take place in the sports hall so no clubs that use the sports hall location will take place during 
the exam period.



 

 

Hertfordshire Youth Commission opportunity 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students aged 14–25 are invited to apply to join the Hertfordshire Youth Commission. This is a fantastic 
opportunity to work with local decision-makers, contribute to discussions on crime and community safety, 
and develop key leadership skills. 

Students will have the chance to represent young people across Hertfordshire and make a meaningful 
impact. 

For further details and how to apply, please see the announcement shared via ClassChart



 

 

Coram Family Lives Parenting Groups 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beezee Families:                                                Free Creative Drop-In Event 
Healthy Lifestyle Programme                          for Young People Aged 13–18 
 

 



 

 

Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield Schools Partnership provision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Royal Veterinary College Open Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Register here 

https://rvcportal.powerappsportals.com/events/event/?id=63af2f7f-a96a-4afa-9495-313132492b4b#EntityFormPanel

