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06t July 2026
Dear Parent/Carer

We would like to offer your son/daughter the opportunity to apply for a place on the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Bronze Award scheme at Stanborough School.

At Stanborough, we run a highly successful Duke of Edinburgh’s Award programme, with many
students completing the Bronze and Gold levels. The Award is a voluntary, non-competitive
programme of practical, cultural and adventurous activities designed to support the personal and
social development of young people aged 14-25. Students must be at least 14 years old by the
time they complete the Bronze level. The Award offers an individual challenge and encourages
participants to undertake exciting, constructive and enjoyable activities in their own time. To
complete the Award, students must demonstrate motivation, resilience, teamwork and
commitment — all qualities valued by universities and future employers. This is why the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award is such a strong addition to CVs and university personal statements.

To achieve their Award, your young person will need to complete four sections — Volunteering,
Physical, Skills and the Expedition.

Application and payment:

Please note that there is a maximum number of students we can accept onto the scheme. If
applications exceed this number, we may need to interview students to assess their suitability.
The cost of the scheme includes a one-off registration fee and the cost of the expedition. To begin
the Award, we require the non-refundable registration fee of £43, payable by Friday 14t August
This fee allows students to begin working on the three sections (volunteering, physical, skills) in
their own time. All payments must be made via Arbor Payments (School Shop); we are unable to
accept cash or cheque payments. If you need to reset your Arbor password, please use the
following link: https://login.arbor.sc/

Walking Expedition:

The programme includes two days of training at Stanborough School and one qualifying
expedition, as well as the rental of specialist equipment and insurance. Students will need to
provide their own suitable outdoor clothing and footwear. The school will provide stoves, gas and
tents, and we also have some additional equipment available to rent at a small cost.

The total cost to complete the Bronze Award will be approximately £70—£85 (depending on
student numbers). This includes all expedition costs and the registration fee.
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Dates:
e Training sessions, including navigation training, will take place after school throughout the

year and on selected Saturdays in April/May and June. Attendance at these sessions is
compulsory.

e The qualifying expedition will take place in June 2027 (exact dates to be confirmed).

Further information about the scheme, including letters and presentation links, can be found on
the Stanborough School website. The DofE website dofe.org has a lot of useful information too
During the expedition, students are required to be independent and self-sufficient. For safety
reasons, we cannot accept students who may behave in a dangerous or irresponsible manner.
Any student who receives serious disciplinary action in school will forfeit their place on the
expedition and will therefore be unable to complete the Award.

While we will provide all necessary support and opportunities, the successful completion of the
Bronze Award ultimately depends on the commitment of your son/daughter. Please note that at
least one section out of the three must be completed before the two-day expedition in June
2027.

Yours sincerely,

0 Gllewon

Mr R Collinson Duke of Edinburgh Award Co-ordinator
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